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Art. I. The Private Life of Lewis XV. concLupep.—See laft 
Month’s Review. 


T is not often feen, that the private character of Kings re- 
fie&s a luftre upon their public ftation. That fuperior 
ftrength of underftanding, acutenefs of penetration, elevation of 
fentiment, and ereatnefs of foul, by which alone the regal dig- 
nity can be fupported and adorned, da neither belong to Kings, 
jure divino, nor pafs by inheritance from father to fon, with the 
{ceptre and the crown. The hiftory of the private life of Kings 
is frequently adapted to excite ridicule and contempt, and fome- 
times to create difguft and abhorrence, but feldom to command 
the tribute of fincere relpees and veneration. : 

We need not have recourfe to the black catalogue of the Ro- 
man Czfars, to confirm the truth of this remark. The hiftory 
of France prefents us with a long feries of characters under the 
name of Kings, which it is impoffible to review, without feel- 
ing the emotions of rifibility (if they be not fuppreflcd by the 
more ferious emotions of incignation), on the recollection that 
fuch men have fwayed the rod of empire, and received homage 
as the Lord’s Anointed. To this liit the narrative before us 
obliges us to add the name of Lewis XV. 

The following is the fketch which the Author gives of the 
chara&ter of this Prince when he entered the age cf ado- 
lefcence : 

‘ His contemporaries defcribe him as being eg: of a proper 
flature, with a a leg perfeGily wel! made, a noble mien, his eyes large, 
his look rather mild than fierce, his eye-brows dark; and his appear- 
ance all tegether feeming to befpea kk that delicate habit of body, 
Which he afterwards fortihed fo much by exercife, that he was able 


to bear the greateft fatigues. It is to this tardy progrefs of nature in 
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him, that we are undoubtedly to attribute the calmnefs of thofe pat. 
fions. which are fo aétive at that age in molt individuals of frog 
conftitutions, and e!pccially among Princes, with whom every thing 
contributes to awaken thefe paffions early. He then appeared indif. 
ferent for women, for play, and for high living, all of which he was 
much addiéted to after. Hunting was his only pleafure; whether 
iz were that a fecret inflin@& led him to this falutary exercife, or that 
want of employment prompted him to it, from the apprehenfion of 
that tedium, which already began to embitter his beft days: for his 
education having been much neglected, from the fear of fatiguing 
him in his infancy, his mind was but little embellifhed, and he had 
not acquired that talte for ftudy, which is of fo great refource at al! 
times, and in every ffation. He had an invincible averfion for buf. 
nefs, fo that he could fcarce bear to hear it fpoken of. Having no 
thirft of glory, he wanted that energy, which, in his great grand. 
father, had corrected the defects of education, and made up for his 
ignorance. In a word, being of an eafy, indolent, and timid difpo- 
fition, he was calculated to be governed by the firit perfon who fhould 
om an afcendant over him. This circuigiftance the Preceptor of the 

rince foon perceived, and he availed himfelf of it, to lay the founda- 
tion of his grandeur,’ 

The manner in which the King paffed his moments of re- 
tirement from the public eye, in this early period of his life, 
may be gathered from the following paflage : 

* Fortunately, the King’s inclinations induced him to attach him- 
felf to the Count de Clermont, who had been brought up with hin, 
and who was almoft of his own age; a heavy Prince, of weak under- 
ftanding, and addicted to nothing but feftivals, pleafures, and wo- 
men; and to the Count of Touloufe, a Prince not of bright parts, 
but of exquifite judgment, of very regular manners, not moved by 
any ftrong paflion; he was moreover very circumfpeét, and too much 
afhamed of his difproportionate marriage, the declaration of which 
he had obtained, to fet himfelf againft the Cardinal who governed. 

* The Princefles who deferved the Monarch’s attachment at that 
time, did not appear more dangerous to the Prime Minifter. The 
Queen was at the head of them. She was in intire poffeffion of the 
heart of her avpuft hulband; fhe alone delighted him, and defired no 
other happinefs, She had alieady given herfelf up to devotion, but 
of a mild kind, without fanaticifm, fo that the Priefts who might 
have been difpofed to intrigues, acquired but little afcendant over 
her. Befide, the was under the dire€tion of a Jefuit, and their {0- 
ciety was devoted to the Cardinal, who encouraged all their fury 
againft the Janfenifts. Lewis XV. tafted alfo the fweets of a ten- 
der friendhhip with Mademoifelle de Charolois, and the Countels 
of Touloufe. Though Mademoifelle de Charolois was fifter to the 
Duke of Bourbon, and daughter to the Grand Duchefs, his mother, 
fhe was not of their cabals. Formed for pleafure from her youth, by 
the beauty and graces fhe poffeffed, fhe was endowed with an exquifite 
fenfibility, which turned itfelf entirely to love : fhe had had a number 
of admirers, and brought forth children almoft every year, with little 
more fecrecy than an opera-girl ; though, to keep up appearances, it 
was faid fhe was il!, during the fix weeks ef her confinement; ve 
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the whole court, which perfectly underflood the matter, ufed to fend 
to enquire after her health. Once fhe had a Swifs at her gate, who, 
not being trained to this management, ufed to anfwer, without ce- 
remony, to thofe who came, The Prince/s is as well as can be expe&ed, 
and the child too. 

‘ The fifters of this Princefs were not more fcrupulous; M. de 
Maulevrier-Langeron was the declared lover of Mademoifelle de Sens, 
and M. de Melun, of Mademoifelle de Clermont. The laf mentioned 
gentleman was killed a hunting in the wood of Boulogne, by a fal- 
Jow-deer. Mademoifelle de Clermont was of a very indolent difpo- 
fition, which made the Grand Duchefs afk if this news had given her 
any emotion. 

‘ Mademoifelle de Charolois was fuppofed to be fecretly married 
to a nobleman of the firft rank *, but whom, on account of that eti- 
quette to which the moft auguft perfons are fo abfoluiely fubordinate, 
{fhe could not obtain to have openly declared for her hufband, This 
circumftance held them both in the Cardinal’s power, and the hopes 
of prevailing upon him to obtain the confent of his Majefty, neceffa- 
rily attached them to his party. 

‘ Mademoifelle de Charolois was intimately connected with the 
Countefs of Touloufe, whofe marriage, nearly of the fame kind, 
being declared, feemed to entitle her to the fame privilege, at leatt 
toa toleration, if political views were too repugnant to making it 
public, for fear of the confequences: though thefe two Ladies dif- 
fered from each other in many particulars, the firft being addicted 
to gallantry, and the other a devotee; that the one loved riot, thew, 
and noify amufements, and the other delighted in the country, in re- 
tirement, and in calmer pleafures, yet they agreed perfectly in other 
things. Befides intereft, which forms and keeps up fo many con- 
nections, prompted Mademoifelle de Charolois to entertain her friend- 
fhip with the Countefs, fince it enabled her to obtain, for herfelf and 
her creatures, all the favours fhe afked of the King. 

‘ Lewis XV. went often to hunt at Rambouillet, a feat of the 
Count of Touloufe, who, fince his marriage, ufed to pafs great part 
of the year there. This delicious retreat was infinitely agreeable to 
him, to relax himfelf from the fatigues of a bufy court—to relieve 
him from the weight of greatnefs, which became cumberous to him 
as foon as he felt it—and to enable him to lay afide the Monarch, In 
a word, it was an affeClionate friend, who came to pafs fome days in 
delightful familiarity with his friend: a {mall company of Ladies and 
Courtiers accompanied him, and partook of this intimacy. In the 
day-time, the fallow-deer, with which the immenfe park abounded, 
were the unremitting objects of purfuit. This violent exercife, which 
Was at firit a mere paflion with Lewis XV. was imperceptibly become 
neceflary for his health, which would have been affected by a ftagna- 
tion of humours, and for his mind, which was inclined to melan- 
choly. In the evening, he diffipated himfelf at play, and renewed 
his ftrength at the table, for the indulgences of which, his exercife 
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gave him the higher relifh. There he was contented, becaufe he was 
free; he was lively, amiable, enlivened the converfation, readily fel} 
in with the fprightlinefs of Mademoifelle de Charolois, and was 

leafed with the witty, refined, and delicate fallies of the Countefs 
of Touloufe, who had ferved as a mother to him; who had, in fome 
meafure, brought him forward in the world, and, by encouraging 
him to get rid of his timidity, had taught him to fpeak, and to fpeak 
with propriety; he was attentive to addrefs himfelf to every one, and 
to put this little Court perfectly at eafe: in a word, as he was him. 
felf fatisfied with the feveral guefts, he endeavoured to be agreeable 
to them in return. 

¢ We fhall make mention of one anecdote only, to give an idea of 
the familiarity that reigned in this fociety. One of the Ladies, who 
was with child, was fuddenly fcized with previous pains, announcing 
an approaching labour. The company was alarmed; and, as the 
Lady could not be conveyed to Paris, a man-midwife was fent for in 
great hafle. The King was under the greateft anxiety. ‘* In fhort,” 
faid his Majefty, ‘‘ if the operation prefles, who will take it upon 
*s him?” M. de Ja Peyronie, the Firft Surgeon, anfwered, ‘* J qill, 
“ Sir; Lhave delivired women before.”—** Very well,’ {aid Made. 
moifelle de Charolois, ‘* 4ut this bufine/s requires pradice, and you 
“© have perhaps forgotten.’—** Don't be in the leaf? uneafy, Mademoi- 
“© felle,” anfwered he, rather piqued at a doubt which hurt his vani- 
ty ; ** one forgets no z10re bow to take them out, than how to put them in,” 
Her Highnets, highly incenfed, coloured, and left the room, for fear 
of giving vent to her indignation before the King. The Surgeon 
was fenfible of the indecency, or rather the impudence of his reply, 
and,‘ notwithfianding all his wit, was much embarraffed, till, turn- 
ing his abafhed countenance to the King, he faw him {mile, which 
removed his apprehenfions, Mademoifelle de Sens was foon pre- 
vailed upon to Jaugh at this matter, as well as the King.’ 

As the Monarch advanced in life, his heart became more 
corrupt, and his manners more diflolute. This fufficiently 
appears from the following anecdotes : 

‘ It was known, how much the Cardinal Fleuri was greedy of 
power: thofe men who can have no ftability but in times of diforder 
and licentioufnefs, availed themfelves of his foible in order to com- 
pafs their ends. The Cardinal’s mi‘trefs was the Princefs of Carig- 
nan: that is to fay, he was governed by her, he intrufted her with 
all the fecrets of the State, and decided nothing but by her advice ; 
for this is the only meaning of a word ufed at Court in this accept- 
tation: the only meaning rhat can ftrike us, in the intercoufe between 
a woman of forty-five, and an old man almott ninety years of age, in 
whom fenfual gratifications can be nothing more than recolleétion. 
The pleafure of commanding the Minifter, whe held the Monarch in 
leading-ftrings, was therefore the only one the Princefs enjoyed ; but 
this influence held only by a flight attachment. The King, whofe 
tendernefs for his auguft companion, had been hitherto inviolable, 
had removed from himfelf thofe infamous feducers who had &t- 
tempted to fhake it. When the Courtiers artfully attempted to fx 


the King’s eyes upon icme inchanting object, he anfwered per 
thi 

















Juftamond’s Tranflation of the Life of Lewis XV. 245 


I think the Queen flill more beautiful*. But he might at lait grow dif- 
guited of ler 5 the number of children the had brought him, was 
likely to accelerate this fatal moment; and what a revolution was 
there not to be apprehended in fuch acircumftance? The beft me- 
thod of p.eventing its confequences, was to bring it about defigned 
ly; and to raife to the bed of his Majeily fome Syren of whom one 
might be fure; and who, fatished with the enioyment of her lover, 
would leave matters of politics and bufinels co his tminence. The 
Princefs was made to underiland ths, the infinuated it to the Cardi- 
nal, and a plot was laid in confequence, which would have deceived 
virtue ittelf, The Queen’s Confeffor was gained over: this devotee 
picully gave her Majetty to underiland, that having now fulfilled the 
duiies of her ftation, in giving an heir tothe throne, and Princefles 
to be the edification of i., it would be a circumftance very agreeable 
to God, if in fetwre fhe would praciife the moi exce!lent of all vir- 
tues, chaitity, by weaning berfelr now and then from carnal plea- 
fures, which were always calculated to bend our fouls towards the 
earth, inttead of raiing them to heaven our real country. Undoubt- 
edly. had Mary been of a different difpofinon, theie counfels would 
have had a different effect; buc all her fenfes were abforbed in devo- 
tion. One night, when her hufband, heated with wine, had ftolen, 
notwithftanding the improprety of his fituatien, into the Queen’s 
bed-chamber, the Queea gave way too eafily to her difgult, and re- 
pulfed hin with marks of averfion, humiliating to the young Mo- 
narche Hefwore te would not receive twice a iimilar affront, and 
kept his word. 

‘ Then was the time for the corrupters to play their part; they had 
now nothing to overcome but his baihiulnefs, which was increafed by 
a timidity that made an effentia! part of his character. The Countefs 
de Mailly, Lady of the bed-chamber to the Queen, was judged to be 
the propereft perfon for the execution of this project. She was as it 
were in a {tate of widowhood, without children; fhe was a woman of 
probity, and deftitute of ambition; fhe alfu lived in friendthip with 
the Countefs of Touloufe, was incapab!e of taking an improper ad- 
vantage of her fituation, and of siving the leait umorage to the Car- 
dinal: fhe was moreover of a very fond and carefling difpofition, and 
pofleffed the neceflary talents for feducing the bafhful Monarch. She 
Was neither young, nor handiome, nor even pretty; was near thirty- 
five years old; and had nothing remarkab’e in her face except a pair 
of large black eyes, weil opened, and very lively; her afpect was na- 
turally ttern; but that being fofiened in favour of the King, pre- 
ferved only a fort of boldnefs, which indica‘ed the warmth of her 
conflitution, he harih tone of her voice, together with her refolute 
and wanton air, coofirmed this circumilance, Such a kind of perfon, 
In the prefent fituation, was iakinitely prcterable to the graces, the 
majeily, and the numerous alluremeots of many other beauties of the 
Court. Befides, the excelied them all in a talent which is a fubitirute 
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for many charms, in the art of the toilet, which fhe prattifed in the 
higheft perfe€tion, and in an exquilfite tafte for drefs, which her rivals 
in vain attempted to imitate. In a word, nature had amply indem. 
nified her, for what fhe had denied her in point of figure, by the 
qualities of the underftanding and of the heart. She was amufing, 
lively, of an even temper, a firm friend, generous, compaflionate, 
and feeking to do fervice. Unfortunately, even in the height of her 
fituation, fhe was obliged to employ indirect means to gratify this 
benevolent difpofition, not being able to do any thing of herfelf, 
without the rifque of Jofing her favour, the affections of the illuftri- 
ous perfons to whom fhe owed it, and efpecially the fupport of the 
Cardinal, who had only preferred her to the office of acting a part 
merely paflive. 

* When the conditions were fettled, the Prime Minifter commif-. 
fioned the Duke de Richelieu to propofe the Countefs of Mailly to 
the King. This fubtle and alluring Courtier had infinuated himfelf 
into the good graces of his Majefty, and gained his confidence. The 
Cardinal did not doubt but that, in changing the objeé& of his talents, 
he might be employed with as much fuccefs in a negotiation of gale 
Jantry, asin one of politics. The favourite in fact, availing him- 
felf of the familiarity in which Lewis XV. indulged him, artfully 
turned the converfation on the fubjeé& of the Queen, and upon the 
void, which the behaviour of her Majeity occafioned in his heart; he 
made him acknowledge the neceflity of replacing that paflion by ano- 
ther; he reprefented love to him as the comfort of all men, and parti- 
cularly of great Princes, obliged to relax from the cares of empire. He 
thus determined the King to an interview with Madame de Mailly; but 
‘ notwithftanding his youth, notwithftanding the ardour of his contti- 
tution, and notwithitanding the time that had elapfed fince his rup- 
ture with the queen, the interview was ineffectual *: timidity had 
frozen up his fenfes to fuch a degree, that the Countefs, having no 
hopes, complained of the little impreffion fhe had made upon him. 
She was with difficulty prevailed upon to a fecond interview: when 
She was defired to forget the Monarch, and think of nothing but the 
man. She was much encouraged by the young Prince’s docility in 
returning to her; and, being convinced by this ftep, that fhe had no- 
thing to do but to attack, in order to triumph, fhe fcrupled not to 
fubmit to the moft abominable artifices of proititution. Her mancue 
vres were the more fuccefsful, as the King’s paflions were more vio- 
lent from reftraint. The Countefs, tranfported with her fuccefs, 
went out in the utmoft diforder, and, prefenting herfelf to her infti- 
gators, who were curious to know what had paffed, faid nothing 
more than, For goodue/s fake, do but fee what a fright this lewd ftle 
low bas made of me. | 





* See The Loves of Zeokiniful, King of the Kofrans, a work tranflated 
from the Arab of the traveller Krinebboi, one of thofe obfcure and li- 
centious books, which, however we muft not place too much confi- 
dence in, and which we never adopt, but when the facts agree with 
the more authentic manvfcript we have under our infpection, or with 
: She accounts of cotemporary Courtiers, ¥ Th 
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‘ The firt ftep being got over, the King felt no longer any uneafy 
conitraint; he gave himiclf up without reworfe to this double adul- 
tery. The interviews, however, were ftill carried on fecretly for 
fome time; but he foon flook off this reitraint, and made no longer 
a myfery of his conqueft. It became a topic of converfation among 
the Courtiers; the Queen herfelf was informed of it, and, inflead of 
trying the afcendant fhe had always had over the King, to recal him 
to the nuptial bed, did nothing but pour forth her forrows for his 
conduct at the foot of the altar, The Count de Mailly, who ufed to 
care very little for his wife before, thought proper to exprefs his d'f- 
{atisfaction at her infidelity. The only anfwer he received was, to 
prohibit him from having any farther intercourfe with her. The 
Marquis de Nefle, the favourite’s father, of one of the mott illuftri- 
ous houfes in the kingdom, thought proper alfo to cenfure her con- 
duét. It was judged, that this was only a pretence to afk fur money, 
of which he was much in want, on account of the diforder in his af+ 
fairs; and fome was given to him to keep him quiet, 

‘ The perfon who was moft embarrafled how to a&, upon the fir 
breaking out of the King’s amowrs, was the Cardinal. In order to 
impofe upon the nation, although he was the indirect encourager of 
the irregularities of his auguit pupil, yet he carried his hypocrify fo 
far as to venture to make remonftrances to him. J have left to you 
the government of my kingdom, anf{wered his Majefly with acrimony, 
and I defire you would leave me to be mafier of myfilf. ‘Thefe words, 
however harth!y they were {fpoken, filled him with joy. Hts emiffa- 
ries, while they excu!pated him, divulged the King’s anfwer in all 
companies. It is not to be conceived how much the Parifians were 
fcandilized with it. ‘The people in general, and efpecially the 
French, love to change their fituation, in hopes of bettering it, 
They had flattered themfelves that a miftrefs would occafion fome re- 
volution: and perceiving that this miftrefs only confirmed the autho- 
rity of the Prime Minilier, thofe perfons who had approved of the 
King’s paflion, no longer confidered it in the fame light. It was 
reprefented to the Pubiic, as an intercourfe of a horrid nature, which 
would not fail to draw down the vengeance of Heaven upon the 
kingdom. Satyrical verfes were written, and licentious fongs fung, in 
which the lover and his miitrefs were equally iil-treated. 

‘It may be admitted as fome kind of excufe for the lady who ated 
this part, for which fhe was by no means intended, and which, un- 
coubtedly, fhe had now affumed for the fir time; that her condutt, 
which would have been infamous and abominable in another, was 
dittated by che feelings of her heart ;—that the was always more ate 
tached to the perfon of the King, than to his crown ;—that fhe had a 
real affection for Lewis XV.;—that fhe never afked any favour, ei- 
ther for herfelf or tor her relations ;—that fhe was of no kind of bur- 
then to the State;—that fhe retired from Court as poor as fhe had 
come into it3;—that, after the example of Madame de la Valliere, 
When fhe was feparated from her lover, fhe found none worthy ta 
fucceed him, and devoted herielf to God ;—and, in a word, that the 
expiated with tears, and continual mortifications, to the time of her 
death, the crime of having defiled the nuptial bed, 
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‘ Alas! long before that, while the was in the height of her pra 
fpericy, fhe found her punifament, even in her potion. She res 

ented more than once of having taken from the King a falutary ree 
ftraint: the Prince, who rather efteemed than loved her, being no 
longer witheld by any fenfe of fhame, gave way to ali his patiions; 
and was not ttartied at the idea of incefl. The favourie had a filer, 
Madame de Vintimille, who bad been lately married. ‘This lady, as 
tall as her eldett filer, had no advantage over her in perion, except 
what fhe derived from her youch; but ihe had Mill a greater thare of 
underfianding, which fhe ioon exercifed in a plan for fapplantieg 
Madame de Mailly, and captivating the Monarch, All the perfons 
who knew her, foon began to dread her tatluesce. Sue was proud, 
forward, envious, revenceful, fond « z governing, and of naking 
herfelf feared ; 
any ;—thinking of nothing burt her 1 terelt, and Seine no other 
view but to make the weaknels of her ilave fabfesvient to her own 

sdvantage ; in which the certainly would have fucceeded, had not 
death prevented her, mm tne beginning of her career. She died in 
child-bed, not without ff icion of being poifonea. Ficr death, fora 
few days, drew tears from ‘ic ming Her meet, with whom his Mas 
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je ‘iy had always kept upon goC d terms, in rcer tocarry on, through 
her means, tneir intercourfe, which wa Nill kept fecret, blended her 
tears with the Monarch’s upon this Ooceation, and did vot lefs regret 


her rival. Madame de Vintimiile left a fon, woo is at prefent Count 
du Luc, the exact picture of his Majeity, for whom the King had al- 

ways-a tender affection, and who was called at Court the half Louis, 
to perpetuate the memory of this anecdcte. 

* Fortunaic'y the King’s fenfibility, a paflion which is generally 
extreme at his time of life, was already blunted and detiroyed. He 
felt nothing more than that fenfation of tranhent regret, which we 
feel at the death of our fellow creatures, by a fecret application we 
make of it to ourfelves, as it reminds us cf our own fatal deftiny. 
Pleafures, interrupted for a time, refamed tneir ordinary courfe; 
hunting, and continual journies, which the King always flood in 
need of for exercife, and which became more neceffary on the prefent 
occafion, foon effaced the memory of Madame de Vintimiile. The 
former favourite refumed her influence ; fhe accompanied the King 
every where, atiended by Mademoifelle d ‘oo aud the Coun- 


tefs of Toulouf fe. Thefe Ladies had contrived thofe delicate fuppers, 
which were given in delicious ret eats, acc Mble aids r to confidential 
perions, and t! erefo re marked with ¢ appell lation a petits apparte- 


mens. Lewis XV. had buiit iome in his feveral palaces; though they 
were not entirely feparate from the public apartments, yet there was 
no other communication between them, but fuch as was abfolutely 
neceffary for the atrendants, A private door, made into his Majeiy’s 
bed-chamber, furnifhed him the opportunity of resiring the re, with 
any of the guelts he thoucht proper. The perfons employed in the 
conitruction, had exhauited heir art, In che convenience of the ar- 
rangements, the elegance of the furniture, and the molt iludied re- 
finements of luxury aod gallantry. In order to give foreigners aa 
gcea of them, we fhall traafcribe the following all egorical defcription 
from 
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from the Anecdotes of Perfia, and which the hitorian, to miflead his 
yeacers, fays hy has s copied from fome other work *. 

It was aimall temple, where noGurnal fetival: were frequently 
« celebraicd in he nour of Becchus and Venus. The Sophi was the 
L High Priet, ana Retima Hieh Prieilels ; ihe refit of the facred 
“ troop was compoied of amiable women aad gallant courtiers, wore 
« thy 10 be intiiaced in thefe myfleries, ‘There, by a number of ex- 
«s guifi e libations, an d different incantaticns in honour of Bacchus, 
“ they endeavoured io make the Cytherean Goddef: propitious, to 
« whom fome precious Overings were likewife occationai'y made. 
‘The libations conniled of the choiceit WIDES 5 and the mott exqul- 
é fite dainties were the victims. Oftentimes, and that upon the 
“ moft folemn days, thefe dainties were prep ared even by the hands 
“of the High Piuit Comus was the regulator of thefe feaits; Mo- 
“ mus prefided: it was not allowed to any flave, to prefume to in- 
‘ terrupt thefe auguit ceremonies, nor to ae the internal part of 


“% the temple, ci the Priefls anu Prieflefte ‘ss filled at length with di- 


“ vine favours, fel] down in an ectiafy, the con 'pletenefs of which, 

‘“ tettihed the greatneis of their zeal, and announced the prefence of 
“the ccitics Then every thing was accomplithed: thefe favour- 
“izes of the Gods were cariied away with refnect, and the gates of 
*‘ the temple were fhut. ‘There were certain days in the year confe- 
6 crated entirely to Bacchus, and the honours of which were equally 
© done by Comus. hele, which one might call the petty fefiivals, 
“¢ were the devs upon which the High Prieft admitted Sewag?, Fati- 
“ ma Zelida, and fome others, befure whom, as being profane, only 
“ the lefs myferies were exhibited. In fact, far from deferving to 
“ be o: the number of fortunate perfons, to whom the more import- 
“© ant ard efiecatial functions of the worfhip were intrufted, they were 
* fearce worthy of the little that was communicated to them.” 

* From the details of this myfterious narrative, where Lewis XV. 
is marked under the name ot Sophi, and the favourite under that of 
Retima, a nar tative, the authenticity of which is attefled by all the 
bobiemen iliil living, who have partaken of thefe feafts, we fee that 
the petits appartemens were deiigned equally for the pleafures of love, 
as for thofe of the table. To the firft, were only admicted fuch cour- 
tiers as were fufiiciently corrupt to be the companions of the Mo- 
narch’s debaucherie-, or mean enovgh to be the mere witnefles of 
them. The lait included am ore ext enfive and more < lecent company. 
The Count and Coutels of T ouloufe, with Madem: ifelle de Charo- 
lois, fliled by the hiorcglyphic writer, Sevagi, Zelida, and Fatima, 
Were the principal perions who compoled it. Every thing was then 
carried On with cecency ; wine was no farther induived in than the 
better to en courage bon mots, aud the fallies of wit, or to give a freer 
Courie to thofe malignant farcaims, by which the Tremoilles, the 
#yers, the Meurepas » the Co: ‘ENYS, and the Svuvres, declared to 
the King, uncer the matk of frivolous mirch, efetul cruths, which 
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* He pretends that this defcription is taken from the Hitery of the 
differen: Religions which have been introduced in Pertia, fince the 


Conguck mace of that Kingdom by Alexander ihe Great, to the pre- 
fent time, by Kodgia. 
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were unfortunately thrown away. When the Princefles were with. 
drawn, or in their abfence, thefe orgies became truly Bacchanalian ; 
the Countefs of Mailly, worthy to have been born half a century 
fooner, who loved champaign, had infpired the King with her tafte, 
The challenges of former drinkers were renewed there: the victor 
was to him who could fooneft put his antagonift under the table; and, 
after a long conteft, it was neceflary that fome trufty fervants fhould 
enter, to carry off all the gueils, the conquerors as well as the cor. 
quered. 

‘ The memory of the Countefs deferves reproach, for her having 
engaged her lover in thefe parties of intoxication, for which we are, 
however, inclined to think he had no averfion. We are more readil 
induced to this cpinion, from another circumftance in this defcrip- 
tion ; which is, that Lewis XV. delighted muck in cookery, and in 
tofling up little ragouts; 2 mean kind of amufement, though not 
cenfurable in itfelf, yet at leait very unfuitable, inafmuch as it dif- 
covered a mind little accuftomed to furnifh itfelf with thofe grand and 
fublime ideas which fhould be habitual to a fovercign.’ 

The following particulars caft farther light upon the charater 


of this Prince: 

‘ The King’s education was neglected: he had fo benumbed the 
faculties of the young Prince, in the age of a&tivity and energy, that 
enlightened perfons forefaw, even at that time, with regret, the fatal 
confequences that would refult from thence, during the whole courfe 
of his reign. The King gave himfelf up to the fanguinary exercifes 
of the chafe, he injured his health by the exceffes of the table, and 
received libidinous leflons from Madame de Mailly. Not being able, 
however, to free himfelf entirely from that law, more or lefs impe- 
rious, for all men to be employed about fomething, he attended, as 
we have feen, to cookery, and was alfo aturner. Among the new 
year’s gifts of 1739, he had brought a fort of {nuff box into fafhion, 
the model of which came from him. It was a piece of a tree covered 
with its bark; and hollowed within, which a workman would have 
been afhamed to fhew. He turned fome of them, which he madea 

refent of to his courtiers, who were all defirous of having them, He 
was alfo conftantly afking a multitude of queftions, the indications of 
a mind eager after inftruction. Unfortunately, thefe queltions 
were often frivolous, or relative to objeéts foreign to his fitu- 
ation as King. He ufed to talk much about Natural Hiflory, 
Attronomy, and Botany. When he was talking with any Prelate or 
Abbé, his difcourfe was upon Latin, or upon the Liturgy, of which 
he feemed well informed. This was the confequence of the educa- 
tion given him by his Preceptor, confidering religion as a falutary 
refiraint for Kings, but agreeably to the principles of his Order; that 
is to fay, not as the means of oppofing the attempts a Sovereign 
might make, againit the quiet, the property, or the liberty of his 
fubjets ; but of preventing thofe he might make againft the pre- 
tended rights, privileges, franchifes, and immunities of the church. 
He had infpired him with many fentiments of this kind, and had at- 
tached him more to the letter than to the {pirit of religion, And in- 
deed, Lewis XV. always obferved exaétly all its cuftoms, and mott 


trifling ceremonies. In the midft of his greateft debaucheries, he 
never 
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never failed faying his prayers morning and evening; he heard mafs 
faid regularly every day; he had a book of prayers from which he 
never removed his eyes, and the motion of his lips denoted that he 
articulated every word; he alfo attended at every office of divine 
worthip. Full of veneration for the miniilers of religion, he would 
have them refpected. He abhorred irreligious perfons ; and for that 
yeafon, notwithftanding all the adulation lavifhed upon him by Vol- 
taire, the King could never bear him. 

‘ It was undoubtedly this religious turn which induced the young 
Sovereign to do two remarkable atts of devotion in the period we are 
{peaking of. On the 1ft of September 1736, he came to Saint Denis, 
and affilted at the folemn fervice for Lewis XIV. This is the only 
time that the King ever paid this pious duty to the memory of his 
great grandfather; a duty which the legitimate Princes have never 
neglected. The General of the Benedictines, who pronounced the 
harangue, did not fail to announce to him, that, according to God’s 
promife, he would be rewarded with long life and a flourithing reign. 
This prophecy, which has not been more fortunate than that of the 
Czar, fhews that the Monk did not fee better into futurity than the 
heretical Prince. 

‘ In 1738, which was the hundredth year fince the vow of Lewis 
XIII. to which vow that Monarch thought he owed the birth of Lewis 
XIV. the great grandfon of the latter ordered, that the annual pro- 
ceffion inftituted at Paris, in the church of Notre Dame, on the day 
of Aflumption, fhould be celebrated with more folemnity than ufual, 
and by a greater concourfe of the three fuperior Courts, of the Cler- 
gy, and ot the Council. 

‘ The fuperftitious Monarch flattered himfelf, that he fhould thus 
appeafe Heaven, and atone, by acts of outward devotion, for his 
adulteries and incefts. 

‘ After the death of the Count of Touloufe, Lewis XV. fond of 
adhering to his old cuftoms, continued to go to Rambouillet for two 
years; and perhaps, he would have continued for a longer time, if 
the Abbé de Saluberri, the chief advifer of the Countefs of Touloufe, 
who guided her, and was abfolute matter of the houfe, bad not by 
his parfimonies towards his Majeity’s attendants, difguited the prin- 
cipal officers, who imperceptibly weaned the King from the houfe. 
Befides, he bought the Chateau de Cnoify from the Duke de la Val- 
liere, which became a favourite place, and he beltowed every attention 
upon it to make it fit for his reception. 

* Lewis XV. began by enlarging the building, which was not fuf- 
ficiently roomy. Among other things worthy of admiration, there 
foon appeared a little apartment built underneath the King’s, with 
which it communicated by a private flair-cafe. ‘This was the apart- 
ment of the favourite. ‘* The fimplicity of it was heightened by 
** beautiful fculpture, ornaments of gold and azure, furniture nicely 
“adapted, and a multitude of brilliant mirrors advantageoufly dit- 
“* pofed; all which contributed to give it a delightful and tiriking 
wi appearance. Art had exhaufled itfelf there in conveniences, refined 
“ talte, and galiantry.” Thefe are the expreflions of a cotemporary 
wrier*, whom we have faithfully copied, in order to enable the 


* See The Anccdotes of Perfia. 
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reader, by comparifon, to appreciate the progrefs of luxury in a few 
years. Ifthe wiiter *, who is Juppofed to have been one of the moft 
ingenious and moti refined Courtiers attached to Lewis XV. was then 
feized with fuch a degree of atlonifhment, how much more surprifed 
mull he have been fince, at the fight of thofe matier-preces of volup. 
tuoufiefs deviled by our modern Circes, Pompadour and Dubarri! 

* Hiowever this may be, fuch was the palace dettined to fereen the 
Monarch from the malignant curiofity of the Couriiers, and efpecially 
from the dangerous detigns, or the indifcreet complaints of the 
people. It was in this place, that his fecret parties he his mittrefs 
and his favourites were made. He therefore gave up the direction of 
it to One of thefe, the fon cf the h farthal Doke ot Coigny ; he went 
there frequently, and neglected the petits appartemens of Veriailles, 
which were too much expofed to the eyes of curiality. Betides, the 
fituation of Choify was py ney agreeable. Placed upon the banks 
of the Seine, and having a a foreit in frone, the rural folitude which one 
might always er}: oy there, every thing, in a word, confpired ‘o flatter 
the talie and pleafures of Lewis XV. who was never tired of, but on the 
contrary, was indefatigable } mn embe! lithing of ite ‘a » buils what Is 
called le petit suateae, the moll fecre: fanctuary of his orgies, where we 
fee that table, a prodigy of mechaniim, though ince ives wwoved by the 
famous Loriot, and which is the model of ail thofe ince known une 
der the title of confdentes: a table which defceuds, and rifes again, 
covered with freth niin’? ll and where we feeshkewife thofe offici- 
ous fervantes + as they are called, which were perpciually bringing 
wp the moit exquilite wines, that were drunk there in prodigious 
quantities. So that, while a tedious luxury was banithing from our 
feftivals the joy and liberty of our anceitors, by furrounding us with 
a multitude of fervants, who are our natural {pies, the fefhion of 
getting rid of thefe perpetual overiookers, by waiting upon one’s 
felf, was introducing icfelt at Court.’ 

The imbecility of mind which the King difcovered in his iil- 
nefs, and the extravagant folly of the Frenc! nation in both the 
exceffes of grief and joy, are ftrongly wciaiel in what follows: 

¢ ‘The Monarch arrived on the ry of Auguit at Metz, gave audt- 
ence there to Baron Schmettau, Plenipotentiary from the King of 
Pruoffia, who came to announce to him the entrance of this new ally 
into Bohemia. The couriers from Italy brought the molt favourabe 
intelligence, and hope feemed to be reviving on all fides, whena 
misfortune of a more cread{ul nature {pread conilernation fiom one 
end of the kingdom to the other. 

‘ The King, whole conititution was ftrengthened by exercile, ape 
parently enjo oyed the moft perfect health ; but 1a perions of the ttrong- 
eft habit, changes fometimes happen, which: from tha: circumltance 
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* The Anecdotes of Perfia have been attributed to the Duke of Ni- 
vernois, but he has always denied them. 

+ Akind of fmall tabies, which the guefs have by the fide of 
them, at different diftances, upon which provifions and liquors are 
placed. A pencil with fome cards is placed upon them, in order to 
write for what one wanis. 
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gre the more violent. His Majefty had inflamed his blood, for fome 
vears pait, by the jmmoderate ufe of wine and ftrong liquors; ex- 
cefles of another kind, in which he had indulged, had contributed 
only to increafe this inflammatory difpofition ; the fatigues of the 
campaign; the heat of the fun, which he had borne for a long time 
on his head during a march, and which had ftricken violently on his 
thigh, and burnt it up with its ardour; all thefe caufes aggravated 
the fever, with which he was feized on the 2th of Auguit, and made 
it degenerate at once into a malignant and putrid fever. As early as 
the night of the 14th inftant, he was ar the point of death. 

‘ [twas not till the fame evening of the 14th of Auguit, that the 
Queen received a courier from the Duke de Gefvres, who acquainted 
her with the extreme danger of her hufband. She wouid have fet off 
immediately, had fhe not been obliged to apply for money to M. de 
Villemur, Receiver Genera! of the iinances of Paris, who advanced 
athoufand louis, This haity departure pave more credit to the pri- 
vate letters; grief became univerial ; every other concern gave place, 
in the hearts of the French, to that which they ought to have for fo 

recious a life. The affection for this Prince, the juft apprehenfion 
of lofing him, efpecially in the prefent fitaation of things, fufpended 
all the operations, and the Generals were only attentive to intrench 
themfelves fo ftrongly, that the enemy fhould not be able to take ad- 
vantage of the difcouragement of the people, or of the misfortune 
that threatened them. The King was looked upon as dead ; this muft 
have been the cate, fince it was refelved to adminiiter the facrament 
to him, and to propo‘e to him to fend away the Duchefs of Chateau- 
roux. It was the Duke of Chartres, who, in quality of f:ft Prince of 
the blood, forcing the door of his Majetty’s chamber, apprized him 
of the danger he was in, and fuggefted to him the idea cf fulfilling 
this duty of religion. The Duke de Richeliev, Gentleman of the 
bed-chamber in waiting, upon this occafion, had taken care not to 
announce this difagreeable bufinefs to his Majetty, which would have 
fet him equally at variance with the augufl patient and the favourite, 
His fortunate ftar induced him to take the mott prudent part. The 
King might recover, by one of thofe miraculous efforts of nature 
which fometimes occur; in that cafe, he forefaw how much his Ma- 
jefty’s feif-love would be piqued; he would not therefore run the 
sifque of incurring his refentmen*, and {ili lefs that of the difgraced 
favourite; if, on the contrary, the King thould die, he had little ex- 
pectation of influence with the fucceffor: he remained therefore 
ftrongly attached to the Dechefs; he prevented, as much as he pof- 
fibly could, the dying King from beiag alarmed by awakening the 
terrors of his confcience; he carried his boldnefs fo far, as to refiit 
for a long time the Duke of Chartres, til] at length he was obliged 
to fubmit to the re{peét and fuperiority of a Prince neareft the crown 
ater the Dauphin. If, indeed, we credit private memoirs *, the 
Prince was obliged to have recourfe to the harthel! terms, and evento 
atts of violence: ‘* What,’ faid he to him, in 2 menacing tone, 
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‘* fhall a fervant, as thou art, refufe entrance to thy mafter’s neareft 
*¢ relation?” and ftriking the door immediately with hi* foot, he 
forced itopen. The noife having raifed his Majefty’s curiofity, his 
Highnefs, who was ftill agitated, complained of the Duke of Riche. 
lieu’s infolence, who received orders to withdraw. A momentary 
humiliation, which was foon repaired by the higheft favour, 

‘ The Duchefs of Chateau-roux, fince the King’s illnefs, had 
never quitted his bedfide: her lover, ftill intoxicated with his paffion, 
was protefting, that he regretted only her and his fubje&ts. The ar: 
rival of the Bifhop of Soiffons, Grand Almoner to his Majefty, whe 
was accompanied by the Duke of Chartres, made the favourite con- 
clude, that her reign was nearly at an end: fhe withdrew, and the 
Prelate fulfilled his miniftry with all the rigour which his fun@ion 
required. Before he would give the viaticum to the King, he in- 
fifted not only that he fhouid banith from his prefence the obje& 
that was fo dear to him, but that he fhould repair the public fcandal, 
by an expiatory confeffion made to God, in prefence of his Princes, 
his Courtiers, and his People. ‘The penitent, who was naturally pu- 
fillanimous, ftricken with religious terrors, at that period of life when 
the moft hardy courage is damped, complied literally with every 
thing that was required of him. Count d'’Argenfon, who paid his 
court to the favourite merely from motives of policy, but who in 
reality deteited her, being now under no apprehenfions, was com- 
miffioned to break the order to her, and did it with harfhnefs. The 
Duchefs, greater at this inflant than her lover, bore her difgrace with 
firmnefs. Unconfcious of what fhe had to fuffer upon the road, fhe 
entered into the carriage with her filter, the Duchefs of Lauraguais, 
and departed. She had not yet got clear of the city, when the re- 
port of her difmiffion being circulated, fhe was purfued with thofe 
hootings, marks of the higheft contempt, which a licentious mob 
never fails to beftow upon thofe who have ufurped an improper au- 
thority over them. Befides, fhe was confidered as one of the caufes 
of the illnefs and approaching death of a Prince, who was then the 
ido] of the nation, and the object of their regret: fhe was loaded 
with atrocious infults, and with terrifying menaces; the peafants in 
the country villages followed her as far as they could, and fucceflively 
transferred to each other the bufinefs of curfing and reviling her. It 
was by a kind of miracle that fhe efcaped feveral times being torn to 
pieces. She was obliged to take infinite precautions ; when the car- 
riage came near any village, the Duchefs was forced to ftop at the 
diftance of more than half a league from it, from whence fhe ufed to 
fend off one of her attendants to procure frefh horfes, and to recon- 
noitre the by-roads, endeavouring thus to avoid the fury of the vil- 
Jagers. In thefe dreadful agitations, fhe travelled more than four 
{core leagues before fhe reached Paris. On her arrival there, the 
confternation would have increafed, had it not already been extreme. 
The people in the capita] would not have received her better than 
thofe in the provinces, had they not been too much abforbed in af- 
fliction ; they did nothing but run from one church to another, where 
they came to offer up their vows to God for the prefervation of the 
King; or flock to the poft-office, to the court of juftice, or to the 
hotels of great noblemen, to inquire into the fuccefs of their fuppli- 
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cations; and when they learned that the intelligence was becoming 
ftill more grievous, they flew back to the temple to importune Heaven 
with the fervency of their prayers, 

‘ The Dauphin had jult fet off; the Royal family, and all the 
Princes, were with the King; and Paris, thus deprived of its mafter, 
and of the feveral fupports of the throne, experienced a void, and a 
defertion unknown before. The Duke of Orleans alone remained 
there: retired to Sainte Genevieve, he afliduowfly invoked the pa- 
tronefs of this city ; he applauded the pious firmnefs of his fon, which 
he had encouraged by his letters. Confounded with the multitude 
at the foot of the thrine, he was diftinguifhed from them only by 
the bitternefs of his tears, and the violence of his fobs. There ic 
was, as is reported, that without defign, and in a general and fud- 
den cry of detpair, Lewis XV. was proclaimed Lewis the well-beloved. 
This was not the voice of flattery: it was not the Courtiers who gave 
the title, it was the people; they did not imagine, that this furname 
would ever reach the ears of the expiring Monarch: they decreed it 
in fome meafure to his fhade, as a tribute of overflowing gratitude. 
One citizen did not accolt another in the ftreet, till they had fpoken 
of the fatal event, and at parting, they ufed mutually to exclaim, if 
be foould die, it will be for havirg marched to our afifiance! Even the 
Dauphin, at an age when a young and fuperb Prince might eafily be- 
hold his confolation in the fplendor of the Crown, fentible alone to 
the lofs of a facher and to the misfortune of the nation, had uttered 
thefe affecting words: ‘* Alas! poor people, what will become of 
** you? What refource is there left for you? None but in me—in a 
“* child?—O God! have mercy upon this kingdom; have mercy 
“¢ upon us!” 

‘ The Queen, whofe fenfibility was to the Jat to be put to the fe- 
vereit telt, found at Saint Dizier the King of Poland, Staniflaus, her 
father, who had come our of the King’s chamber at the inftant that 
his life was defpaired of. At length, a fortunate evacuation having 
taken place, when her Majefty arrived on the 17th at Metz, her au- 
guft hufband began then to be reftored to life; fhe availed herfelf of 
the work begun by the Bifhop of Soiffons ; and, though her mortifica- 
tions and forrows, Joined to age, which was advancing upon her, ren- 
dered her Jefs an object of attraction than ever, yet her cares, her 
zealous good oflices, and her carefles, had fo much power over the 
heart of the Monarch, whofe difpofition was naturally good, and 
whofe gratitude was moved in the firft inftant, that he protefted to 
her, the alone fhould in future poffefs all his affections, 

‘ The Dauphin did not experience the fame treatment. This is 
the period in which the King’s tendernefs for him began to diminith. 
Being informed of his departure, he had fent him orders to return to 
Verfailles : the concern he took in the health of this only fon, fur« 
nifhed the pretence for this conduct; but the difgult of feeing in him 
a fucceffor arrive, was the real motive of it. The Prince had already 
reached Verdun, when he met the officer, who was commitlioned to 
fignify his Majefty’s intentions to him. This circumfance, which 
would have ftopped him upon any other occafion, did not appear to 
him an obftacle upon this; and, confulting rather the feelings of his 
heart than the advice of his Governor, he perfuaded himfelt, that he 
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was in a fituation where tendernefs might difpenie witi obedience 4 
befides, he was very near his father, and confidered him Oniy ing 
paternal light; he forgot that he was his King, and could no: pre. 
vail upon himfelf to go back without having feen him: the Duke-de 
Chatillon followed, rather than he conduéted him. On his arrival 
at Metz, the paternal character prevailing in its tarn, covered the 
fault of the fubje&; but as diforders were rife in the country, and 
that the Dauphin had been feized with a flight fever at his firit com. 
ing, the King fent him back a few days after. His difpleature fell 
vpon the Governor, who, before his Majeflys return, received or. 
ders to retire upon his eilate. Jiis Duchefs was a partner in his dif- 
grace, and they were both a!lowed but a few hours to icttle their ars 
rangements, and obey. A f{peech made by Lewis XV. to a nobleman 
who took notes of the anecdotes of the Court, evinces the real mo- 
tive of this difmiffion, which has improperly given rife to a variety 
ofopinions. The King afked him, if he remembered what had hap- 
pened four years apo, upon acertain day, The Courtier’s memory 
failing, his Majefty faid to him: ‘* Confult your journal, you will 
“* there find the difgrace of the Duke of Chaullon. Truly,” added 
he, ** he thought himfclf already Maire du Palais*.” It is faid, 
indeed, that the Duke, reckoning upon the death of Lewis XV. had 
thrown himfeif at the feet of tse Dauphin, and had faluted kim 
King. 

‘ The degree of grief that had been felt for the danger the Monarch 
had heen in, was equal to that of the public joy for his recovery; 
which exceeded all bounds. Paris was nothing more than an im- 
meafe inclofore full of madmen. ‘The firt courier who brought the 
new of the fortunate crifis that had faved his life, was furrounded, 
oase¥ied, and almott fuffocated by the people. ‘They kiffed his horfe, 
and even his boois, and they led him in triumph: perfons uaknown 
to each other, cried out, at the greateft diflance they could fee, The 
King is recovered! they congratulated, and embraced reciprocally. 
All the orders of the State vied with each o:her in pouring forth 
tranfports of gratitude to Heaven. There was not a company of me- 
chanics who did not caufe a Te Deum to be fung; and during two 
months France was envaged in nothing but rejoicines and feltivities, 
which occafioned an exceflive expence. It became neceffary to fet 
bounds to thefe prodigalities. Britanny, above all the other provinces, 
teftified its fatisfation, in a manner the moft fenfible, the molt wor- 
thy of the fubje@t, and the moft laiting. ‘The States of that pro- 
vince decreed, that a monument of bronze fhould be erected in their 
capital, reprefenting the event. It was accordingly executed by the 
famous Le Moine, and fixed at Rennes in 1754. 

¢ Poets and Orators, by a laudable emulation, united their efforts 
to celebrate this moit glorious infant of the life of Lewis XV. this 
triumph of a new fpecies, worthy of Trajan or Antoninus, and to 

* This was of old the firft dignity in the kingdom; its inftitution 
is coeval with the monarchy. Thefe officers gradually incroached 
upon the regal authority, till Pepin, fon of Charles Martel, who {uc- 
ceeded his father as Maire du Palais, having feized the Crown in 752s 
put an end to this dignicy. 
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tranfmit the memory of it to the remoteft pofterity. It cannot be 
conceived to what a pitch of extravagance this delirium of compofi- 
tion, joined to patriotic frenzy, was carried among the men of let- 
ters. One of them, trufting to the refources of his genius, and to 
the nature of the fubject, every part of which was interefting, was fo 
bold and fo licentious as to lay before the reader’s eyes the falutary 
crifis that had faved the King, to defcribe all the natural effects of it, 
and even to addrefs, in an apoftropbe, the excrementitious matter firlt 
thrown off. It is fcarce credible, that this filthy produétion was ea- 
gerly fought after by every one; on any other occafion it would have 
been rejected from its difgufting title; though the poet, accuftomed 
to treat a varicty of fubjects, and to fubdue the difficulties and fin- 
gularities of them, had contrived to ennoble his poem, and’ make it 
fublime in many parts. Our furprife will however be leffened, when 
we are told that this poet was Piron. 

‘ The King’s exclamation, when he was informed for the firft time 
of the exceflive tranfports of the people, made him appear {till more 
worthy of them: 4h! faid he, bow pleafing it is to be thus beloved! 
and what have I done to deferve it !’ 

It is now neceflary that we take our leave of this amufing 
and inftruétive work ; the above fpecimens of which, will, we 
doubt not, raife our Readers curiofity, and induce them to make 
themfelves more perfectly aquainted with its contents. - 

Concerning the Tranflation, we have only to remark, that, 
though on the whole faithful, it adheres more clofely to the 
French idiom than is confiftent with purity and elegance of 
compofition in the Englifh language. E 

e 





Art. II. Colle&ions for the Hiftory of Worcefterfoire. Vol.l, Folio. 
21. 12s. 6d. Boards. T. Payne, &c. 1781. * 


'E have here a portion of a very laborious and expenfive 
undertaking, compiled with great marks of attention, 
and embellifhed with a variety of elegant engravings of land- 
fcapes, manfion houfes, portraits, monuments of the dead, and 
objects in natural hiftory. The Author, who we underftand to 
be Treadway Nath, D.D: Reétor of St. Peter’s in Droitwich, 
and owner of Bevereye, in this county, where he refides, in- 
forms us, that he had long wifhed and endeavoured to procure 
the hiftory and antiquities of Worcefterfhire to be undertaken ; 
propofing it to the Society of Antiquaries, and offering to open 
a fubfcription with three or four hundred pounds, befide afford- 
ing other affiftance, to that end; but without effet. Failing 
therefore in all his applications, he at length undertook it him- 
felf ; reflecting, that though very little had been publifhed, ma- 
terials had been colle@ting for near two hundred years. 
* The firft collector was Mr, Thomas Habington of Hinlip. This 
unfortunate gentleman, bigotted to his religion, and pitying the hard 


fate of Mary Queen of Scots, engaged in defigns for releafing her, 
Rey, O& 1731, S which 
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which had nearly coft him his life; he was however pardoned, and: 
permitted to retire to Hinlip, which was fettled upon him by his fa- 
ther, in confideration of his marriage with Mary, eldeft daughter of 
Edward Lord Morley, by Elizabeth his wife, daughter and fole heir 
of Sir William Stanley, Knight, Lord Monteagle.. Notwithilanding 
this efcape,: Mr, Habington could not help engaging in the gunpow. 
der plot’; wherein if he was not directly concerned, yet, for enter- 
taining Garnet, Oldcorn, and others, he was committed to the Tower, - 
and condemned to die; but by the interceffion of his wife’s father, 
Lord Morley, and being Queen Elizabeth’s godfon, he was reprieved, 
and pardoned on condition that he fhould retire to Hinlip, and never 
again ftir out of Worcetterfhire.. In this retirement, he gave himfelf 
up entirely to ftudy the antiquities of the county. He died QO&o-. 
ber 8, 1647, aged 87. His portrait is fketched under the article 
Hinltp. 

‘ His papers were tranf{cribed by his fon William Habington, who: 
shade fome few additions to them, though his ftudies were chiefly in 
the poetic lines The hiftory of Edward IV. written and publifhed 
at the requeft-of Charles I. was chiefly compiled from his father’s 
‘papers. He died November 30, 1659, leaving lris colleGions to his 
fon Thomas H«bington of Hinlip, who dying without iffue, left his 
eftare to Sir William Compton. 

© The MSS. luckily fell into the hands of Dr. Thomas, the ine 
‘duftrious antiquary of Worcefter, the publifher of Dugdale’s: War- 
wickfhire, the Survey of Worcefter cathedral, and many other pieces. 
He died July 26; 1738, ‘without iffue male,. after having taker 
much pains in collating the regifters of the Bifhops, and Dean and. 
Chapier, and making many other valuable additions to Habington’s 

apers. A mezzotinto portrait of him is hereto annexed. 

‘ After Dr. Thomas’s death, all the papers were purchafed by 
Dr, Charles Lyttelton, late Bifhop of Carlifle, and Prefident of the 
Society of Antiquaries, who made many additions to them from the 
old Chapter-hoafe Weftminfter, the Tower records, and other public 
offices. He'died 1768, and by will left his collegtions to the Society 
of Antiquaries of London; in whofe library they remained till the 
year 1774, when they were entrufted to me for the purpose of revifing 
and publithing, His Lordfhip’s portrait was engraved at-the expence 
of the Society of Antiquaries.’ 

In this introduction we have the-antient hiftory and a general 
furvey of the county in various interefting points of view, its 
political and ecclefiaftical ftate, its natural hiftory,. tillage, and 
productions: and the introduction is followed by a very curi- 
ous fac fimile copy of the Domefday furvey of the county, in 
thirteen plates. After all the trouble and expence beftowed 
on this work, the indefatigable and learned author,. with a 
modefty not always to be met with, declares—* Ido’ not pre- 
fume to call this account an hiftory, but only parochial collections 
for an hiftory; and it is hoped, that, in fome future day, an able 
hand will fele& from all the provincial hiftories what is really ufe- 
ful or curious, and add it, by’ way of notes, to a new edition 0 
_ Camden’s Britannia, Much of what is’ here written may, to 1- 


different perfons, appear trifing and uningerefting ; but to - - 
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have property or connections in the county, the fame things may be 
amufing, if not ufeful and inftru€tive: and it muft always be remem- 
bered, that a county hiftorian is by profeffion a-dealer in {mall 


ware.” S nat 
A writer, who views his fubje& in fo proper a light, leaves a 


obferver nothing to do but'to fub{cribe to the juftice of his re- 
marks. Thefe parochial colle€tions, accordingly, confift of the 
ufual materials; paraphraftical tranflations of the Domefday re- 
cords of the refpective manors; copies of antient grants, and 
other deeds ; genealogical tables, armorial bearings, patrons of 
benefices, lifts of incumbents, monumental infcriptions, with 
other occafional particulars, and peculiar objects of attention 
where they occur. The parifhes are arranged in alphabetical 
order, and not according tothe hundreds, or courfe of, the rivers 5 
for which the Author alleges the irregular fhape of the county, 
and the disjointed manner in which the parifhes lie: and thefe 
circumftances appear to juftify the order he has adopted as the 
more regular, and eafieft for reference ; efpecially as, the work is 
fupplied with an Index of places and family names. . 

Such materials are, for the moft part, as the Author truly 
remarks, merely of local importance; but they are of fuch im- 
portance that a county hiftory would perhaps gain little honour 
or regard in its own province, were it deficient in celebrating 
the names, paft and prefent, of all the neighbourhood, Mat- 
ters of more general confequence, however, attract the attention 
of the public 3; and though a county hiftorian cannot give more 
importance to his fubjeét than it affords him, yet much depends 
upon the turn of his own mind, and what he confiders as the 
principal objects of attention. In the work before us, we find, 
under the parifh of Claines, fome very judicious remarks on the 
imperfections of parith regifters, the carelefs cuftody, and, above 
all, the ignorant mode of making entries ; with hints for their re= 
formation. Dr. N. obferves, ‘ when one reflects how often parith 
regiflers are produced in courts as evidences in matters of the higheft 
confequence, how often they affect the intereft and property of indivi. 
duals, one cannot but lament they fhould be fo carelefsly kept, an 
often entruited to the cuftody of an ignorant conceited parifh clerk, 
who may negleé&t to make entries, or give what nicknames he pleafes. 
“It becomes more neceflary to be careful about parochial regifters 
and monumental infcriptions, becaufe they are now the only means’of 
fettling family pedigrees, as the inquifitions ~of mortem are determined 


by att of parliament, and there has been no heraldical vifitation fince 
the revolution,’ : 


Under Droitwich, we are furnifhed with a particular account 
of the falt works for which that town has been for fo many 
ages noted. Records of them are traced from the year 816; 
they are mentioned in Domefday, where fhares in them were 
annexed to feveral eftates in ry county ; and King John granted 
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to the burgefles of the town whatever he had in the village of 
Wich, with the falt pits, and all their appurtenances, &c, jp 
fee farm, for the fum of 100/, fterling yearly. Under feveral 
fubfequent grants from the crown, and the Stat. 1 W. & M, 
the governors and proprietors of the falt works prevented every 
one from finking new pits; until Robert Steynor, Efq; a gentle. 
man of above 1000/. a year eftate, difcovered and funk two 
pits on his own ground about the year 1690. He was fued by 
the corporation, and defended himtelf at the expence of above 
6000 /. and after various trials eftablifhed his right; in confe- 
quence of which determination many perfons funk in their own 
lands, and found as good brine as in the old pits: the monopoly 
was deftroyed, the trade was greatly extended, and the price of 
falt reduced from 2s. a bufhel to 4d. : 

It is a fad difcouragement to undertakings for the public 
good, to learn that this gentleman, like many other projectors, 
and perfons intangled in Jaw, lived to receive a parifh allowance 
in confideration of his former fervices ; and a daughter of his 
was living a few years fince, on the fame kind of fupport! 

In ¥725, the old proprietors underftanding, from fome perfons 
concerned in the Chefhire falt works, that the ftrongelt brine 
there lay lower than the pits at Droitwich, were commonly dug; 
ordered the talc at the bottom of their pits to be funk through: 
upon which, the ftrong brine burft up with fach violence as to 
kill the two labourers then at work. Since this, fuch a profu- 
fion of brine has been obtained, that not a tenth part of it has 
ever been ufed, but has run to watte. 

In finking thefe brine pits, it is generally found to be abeut 
35 feet to the talc; through the ftratum of talc 150 feet; un- 
der the talc a river of brine 22 inches deep; and under this 
river a hard rock of falt. The tale is fo hard, that the work- 
men never fink the pit through it; but bore a hole four inches 
in diameter, through which the brine rifes and fills the pit. A 
perfon that has land may fink a pit at the expence of about 40/. 
from whence he might get brine enough to ferve the kingdom ; 
but it is fcarcely worth while, as from feveral of the pits already 
funk, any one, for the eafy rent of 3/, may have as much brine 
as he pleafes. Such is in fubftance, omitting the analyfis of the 
brine, and procefs of making the falt, the account given, by Dr. 
.Nafh, of the brine pits at Droitwich. 

In the account of the parith of Hagley, we have fome hifto- 
rical memoirs of the family of the late Lord Lyttelton; and un- 
der Hales Owen, part of which is in Worcefterfhire, we find fome 
anecdotes of the poet Mr. Shenttone of the Leafowes. Under 
that of Holt, the ingenious writer has given fome critical re 
marks on.the difference between the old Saxon and the Gothic 
; ‘ architecture, 
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architefture, afterward introduced by the Normans; illuftrated 
by a plate of Saxon architecture. 

‘We have feen at the beginning of this article, from Dr. Nafh’s 
introdu€tion, that Mr. Thomas Habington of Henlip was the 
frft collector of materials for a hiftory of Worcefterfhire; a la- 
bour which we owe to his fhare in the famous gunpowder plot. 
As aconclufion to the Article, and for the entertainment of our 
Readers, we fhall, from the defcription of the parifh of Henlip, 
extract the account of Mr. Habington’s houfe, with the appre- 
hendinz Garnet the Jefuit, and others, who were very artfull 
fecreted there by the owner. : 

‘ The manfion houfe here is fuppofed to have been built by John 
Habington, cofferer to Queen Elizabeth ; the date in the parlour is 
15372. His fon, who was concerned in various plots, for the releafing 
Mary Queen of Scots, and fetting up a Papilt to fucceed her, con- 
trived many hiding-holes in different parts of the building. The 
acces to fome was through the chimney, to others through neceflary- 
houfes; others had trap doors whitch communicated to back ftair- 
cafes: fome of thefe rooms on the ourfide have the appearance of 
great chimnies. As the houfe is uncommonly conitruéted both within 
and without, I have had it engraved, together with the head of the 
builder. I have likewife given a flight fkeich of Mr, Thomas Abing- 
don and his wife Mary, who was filter to Lord Monteagle, fo called 
during the life time of his father Lord Morley. ‘Tradition in this 
country fays, fhe was the perfon who wrote the letter to her brother, 
which difcovered the gunpowder plot. Percy, whofe picture is at 
Hinlip, was very intimate both with Abingdon and Lord Monteagle, 
and is fuppofed by Guthrie co have written the letter; but the ftile 
of it feems to be that of one who had only heard fome dark hints of 
the bufinefs, which perhaps was the cafe of Mrs, Abingdon, and not 
of one who was a principal mover tn the whole, as was Percy, a def- 
perado, who thought himfelf perfonally offended, and who was fit 
for the moft horrid defigns. Mr. Abingdon, hufband to this lady, 
was condemned to die for concealing Garnct and Oldcorn, as men- 
tioned in the paper which follows; but was pardoned at the intercef- 
fion of his wife, and Lord Monteegle. 

* Among the MSS. in the Harleian Library, marked 28 B. 9. is 
the following account, which agrees with that given by Mr. Abing- 
don, in fome M3S. now before me, found in the houfe at Henlip, 

** A true difcovery of the fervice performed at Henlip, the houfe 
of Mr. Thomas Abingdon, for the apprehenfion of Mr, Henry Gar- 
nett, alias Wolley, provincial of the |cfuits, and other dangerous 
perfons, there found in January lait, 1605.” 

“* After the King’s royal promife of bountiful reward to fuch as 
would apprehend the traiters concerned in the powder confpiracy, 
and much expectation of fubjet-like duty, but no return made there- 
ofin fo important a matter, a warrant was direéted to the Right wor- 
thy and worfhipful Knight Sir Henry Bromlie; and the proclamation 
delivered therewith, defcriving the features and fhapes of the men, 
for the better difcovering them. He, not neglecting fo weighty a 
bufinefs, horfeing himfelf with a feemly troop of his own ere 
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and calling to his affiftance fo many as in difcretion was thought 
meet, having likewife in his company Sir Edward Bromley; on 
Monday, Jan. 20, lait, by break of day, did engirt and round befer 
the houfe of Mayfiler Thomas Abbingdon, at Henlip, near Worcef- 
ter. Mr, Abbingdon not being then at home, but ridden abroad 
about fome occafions beft known to himfelf; the houfe being goodlie, 
and of great receipt, it required the more diligent labour and pains 
in the fearching ; it appeared there was no want; and Mr. Abbing. 
don himfelf coming home that night, the commiflion and proclama- 
tion being fhewn unto him, he denied any fuch men to be in his 
houfe, and voluntarily to die at his own gate, if any fuch were to be 
found in his houfe, or in that fhire; but this liberal or rather rah 
{fpeech could not caufe the fearch fo {lightly to be giveo over, the 
caufe enforced more refpeét than words of that or any fuch like na. 
ture; and proceeding on, according to the truft sepofed in him, in 
the gallery over the gate there were found two cunning and very ar- 
tificial conveyances in the main brick wall, fo ingenioufly framed, 
and with fuch art, as it colt much labour ere they could be found, 
Three other fecret places, contrived by no lefs tkill and induftry, 
were found in and about the chimnies, in one whereof two of the 
traitors were clofe concealed. ‘J hefe chimney conveyances being 
fo ftrangely formed, having the entrances into them fo curioufly co- 
vered over with brick, mortared and made faft to planks of wood, 
and coloured black like the other parts of the chimney, that very dis 
ligent inquifition might well have pafled by, without throwing the 
leaft fufpicion upon fuch unfufpicious places, And whereas divers 
funnels are ufualiy made to chimneys according as they are come 
bined together, and ferve for neceflary ufe in feveral rooms, fo here, 
were fome that exceeded common expectation, feeming outwardly fit 
for carrying forth {moke ; but being further examined and feen into, 
their fervice was to no fuch purpofe, but only to lend air and light 
downward into the concealments, where {uch as were inclojed in 
them at any time fhovld be hidden. Eleven fecret corners and con- 
veyances were found in the faid houfe, al! of them having books, 
mailing fluff, and popihh trumpery in them, only two excepted, 
which appeared to have been found on former fearches, and therefore 
had now the lefs credit given to them ; but Mayfter Abingdon would 
take no knowledge of any of thefe places, nor that the books, or. 
mailing ftuff, were any of his, until at length the deeds of his lands 
being found in one of them, whofe cuflody doubtlefs he would not 
commit to any place of neglect, or where he fhould have no intelli- 
gence of them, whereto he could then devife no fufficient excule, 
three days had been wholly {pent, and no man found there all this 
while; but upon thefourth day in the morning, from behind the wain{cot 
in the galleries came forth two men of their own voluntary accord, a8 
being no longer able there to conceal themfelves, for they confeffed 
that they bad but one apple between them, which was all the. fulte- 
nance they had received during the time that they were thus hidden. 
One of them was named Owen, wao afterwards murdered himfelf in 
the Tower; and the other Chambers ; but they would take no other 
kaowledge of any other mens being in the houfe. On the eighth 


day the before-mentionced place in the chimney was found, according 
as 



































































as they had all been at feveral times, one after another, though be- 
fore fet down together, for expreffing the juft number of them. 

«© Forth of this fecret and moft cunning conveyance came Henry 
Garnet the Jefuit, fought for, and another with him, named Hall; 
marmalade and other fweetmeats were found there lying by them; 
but their better maintenance had been by a quill or reed, through @ 
little hole in the chimney that backed another chimney into the 
gentlewoman’s chamber, and by that paffage cawdles, broths, and 
warm drinks, had been conveyed in unto them. 

‘¢ Now in regard the place was foclofe, thofe cuftoms of nature 
which mult of neceflity: be done, and in fo long a time of continuance 
was exceedingly offenfive to the men themfelves, and did much an- 
noy them that made entrance in upon them, to whom they confefled, 
that they had not been able to hold out one whole day longer, but 
either they mult have fqueeled or perithed in the place. The whole 
fervice endured the {pace of eleven nights and twelve days, aod no 
more perfons being there found in company of Muyfter Abingdon, 
himfelf, Garnet, Hill, Owen, and C'iambers, were brought wp to 
London, to underftand farther of his Highne(s’s pleafure.” 

We are now in pofleffion of f:veral very full hiftories and fur- 
veys of particular counties ; and fhould this induftrious patri- 

otic f{pirit extend through the remainder (and it may be pre 
fumed and hoped that no county is deftitute of one gentleman 
able and willing to forward fo laudable a.purpofe) a general cole 
Jector, poflefied of learning and judgment, might afterward from 
the united materials, taking Camden in as a principal, compile a 


new BRITANNIA, on the only plan capable of furnifhing a va- 


Juable work of that.kind. N 


Art. HI. Jdi/cellanies by the Honourable Daines Barrington, 4to, 
18s. in Sheets. White. 1781. 


§ the ingenious Writer and Compiler of thefe mifcellane- 
A ous effays, has not prefixed any general introduétion or 
preface to them, we are furnifhed with no information but what 
is to be colleé&ted from the refpective articles; which we fhall 
Specify in the order in which they occur, 


Traés on the Poffibility of reaching the North Pole. 


Thefe Tracts were firft publifhed in the year 1775 *, and as 
the Author declares, in a Preface to them, they are republifhed 
as containing many well-attefted facts, not to be found elfe- 
where, and tending to promote geographical difcoveries. He 
ill continues fanguine -for thefe attempts, though he admits 
that the purpofes of commerce -can .never be aniwered by the 
great uncertainty of a conftant paflage, even if difcovered, in feas 
which are fo frequently obftructed by the ice packing in vaft fields, 


Mr. B. profeffes to have received farther encouragement from Cap- 
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* See Kev. vol. li. p. 1256 ; 
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tiin Pickerfgill’s voyage for this purpofe *; and, that © the 
aftronomer royal who communicated Captain Pickerfgill s Jour- 
nal to the Royal Society, hath informed me by letter, that he 
had often heard this navigator exprefs himéelf as well affured of 
a N.W. paflage; adding, that he received accounts of it from 
the inhabitants.on the fide of Davis’s S:raits, and that it was 
directly N. W. very different from Baffin’s track.’ 

In his Preface, Mr. B. points out the eafieft method of profe- 
cuting future attempts for this long fought difcovery, in the fol- 
lowing terms: ? 

‘ I have mentioned in the following Traéts, that the Parliamentary 
rewards given for approaching within one degree of the North Pole 
are not likely to produce the effects intended, becaufe the Greenland 
whale fhips are ail enfured; if they were therefore to go beyond the 
common fifhing latitudes, it would be fuch a departure from the 
voyage enfured, that they would not be able to recover, if accidents 
happened in fuch a deviation. 

‘ Iam informed, however, that there are fome vetlele employed 
in time of peace by government, to prevent fmuggling on the North- 
ern coaft of Scotland. Thefe fhips might be infiruéted, when a pro- 
mifing wind blows from the Southward, to proceed as far North as the 
ice will permit. The crew of fuch a thip would be encouraged by ex- 
pectations of the Parliamentary reward; and though one attempt might 
fai], another might fucceed. The expence to the public would be 
trifling, whilft the fmugglers would not know how foon the fhip 
might return to its ftation. 

* Our Commodore upon the Newfoundland ftation might alfo fend 
a vefiecl, at a {mall expence, to explore all the Northern part of Fiud- 
fon’s Bay, with which we are fo imperfectly acquainted at prefent, 

* Such attempts during peace might take place almoit every fum- 

mer; and | fhould fuppofe that this fcientific and opulent nation 
would never hefitate (whilft there is the leatt dawning of hopes) to 
fend proper veifels occafionally to make further trials both of aN. W. 
paffage by Baflin’s Bay, and a N. E. beyond Nova Zembla. 
_ © The coaft of Corea, the Northern part of Japan, and the Le- 
quieux Iflands, fhould alfo be explored; the cheapelt, and perhaps 
beft method of doing this would be to employ a veffel in the India 
Company’s fervice, which might be victuailed at Canton.’ 


Whether the Turkey was known before the Difcovéery of America. 

From comparing the authorities of ancient writers and travel- 
Jers, and from confidering the names given to the Turkey in dif- 
ferent European languaves, Mr. B. is of opinion that this bird 
is not a native American, but an Afiatic. 


On the Rein-deer. 


This is not a natural hiftory of the animal, but an examina- 
tion of the current opinion, that the rein- deer will not live for 
any time fouth of Lapland ; or of that part of North America 





* See Rey, vol. Ixii. p. 52 
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where the general ftandard of cold is the fame. But the few 
‘aftances of fingle animals here cited to the contrary will {carce] 
be admitted in oppofition to the opinion juftified by the fact, of 
the rein-deer being peculiar to thofe high latitudes, where only 
they breed and are found ina natural ftate. Mr. B. takes cur- 
fory notice of fome other peculiarities in the formation and man- 
ners of this nothern animal. 


On the Bat, or Rere-moufe. 


The principal article of information in this eflay, is a con- 
firmation of the bat pafling the winter in a ftate of torpidity, in 
common with the {wallow tribe. 


On the. fudden Decay of feveral Trees in St. Fames’s Park. 


The decay of thefe trees is very properly afcribed to the fill- 
irg up of Rofamond’s pond, and the moat round the ifland; to 

ether with the alteration made in the walk called the Mall, 
which, from a concave walk, is now raifed to a convexity. All 
which alterations have deprived the roots of the trees of their 
accuftomed portions of nourifhment, under which lofs they have 
fince pined. This fact, as Mr. B. obferves, may prove a warn- 
ing to thofe who may intend to dry up ponds near which trees 
may grow that they would be forry to lofe. 


On the periodical Appearing and Difappearing of certain Birds, 
at different Times of the Year. 
This effay which was publifhed in the Philofophical Tranf- 
actions Vol. LXII. * is here reprinted, we are told, with additions, 


On the Torpidity of the Swallow Tribe, when they difappear. 


Mr. B. here cites a number of corroborating facts to prove, 
that {wallows retire to unfrequented waters at the approach of 
winter, into which they fink in a ftate of torpidity, until the 
return of fummer: that martins and {wifts, in like manner, re- 
tire to fecure harbours in caverns, crevices of rocks, &c. during ’ 
the fame feafon ; from whence winter days uncommonly warm, 
will often bring thefe latter forth; a fufficient argument alone 
to prove that they do not migrate from the country. 


On the prevailing Notions with regard to the Cuckow. 


In this effay, the prevailing opinion, that the cuckow does 
not hatch and rear its young, is.treated as a vulgar error. The 
wood pigeon is, from its fize, faid to be the only bird qualified 
as a fofter-parent for the young cuckow ; but, when it is recol- 
lected, that this bird lives on feeds, it is only qualified to ftarve 
4nurfeling that requires to be fed with infects, As ill adapted 
is the hedge f{parrow for raifing fo gigantic an orphan; though 
thefe two, fo unlike each other, are, by general tradition, fup- 
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pofed to be left in charge of the eggs of this much abufed Die 
rent. 

Another current notion is, that the young cuckow never lives 
long enough to make its call in the fucceeding {pring ; an opi. 
nion founded on the difficulty of keeping them in cages. Their 
fhort life in cages Mr. B. well accounts for, by obferving, that 
all animals which have plenty of food before them, eat as long 
as they can fwallow; an indulgence which granivorous animals 
feem to enjoy with impunity ; but carnivorous animals, which 
do not find their prey fo eafily, are calculated for long fafts, 
When, therefore, we cage neftlings that feed on infects, the 
food we fubftitute is raw meat; he is therefore perfuaded that 
they die by over-cramming. 

In vindication of the charaéter of the cuckow, Mr, Barring. 
ton relates the following faéts : 

«‘T have been favoured by that eminent naturalift Mr. Pennant 
with the following, from a MS. differtation of Dr. Derham’s: 

«© The Rev. Mr. Stafford was walking in Bloffap-dale *, and faw 
*¢ a cuckow rife from its neft, which was on the ftump of a tree that 
<* had been fome time felled, fo as to refemble the colour of the 
** bird. In this neft were two young cuckows; one of which he 
“* faftened to the ground by means of a peg and line: and very fre- 
“* quently, for many days, beheld the old cuckow feed thefe her 
S* young ones.” ; 

© I have been alfo furnifhed with two other inftances of cuckow’s 
mefts, and the proper parents feeding their young, within four miles 
of London, and likewife on the S. Weftern coaft of Merionethhhire, , 

¢ | remember myfelf having been in Herefordfhire, not many years 
ago, when a girl brought a young cuckow to the houfe where J hap- 

ened to be; and on my aking what fort of bird it was fed by, the 
irl anfwered, by fuch another, only fomewhat larger. 

¢ From thefe facts it muft be allowed, that all cuckows at leaft are 
mot the unnatural parents they are commonly fuppofed to be.’ 

Neverthelefs our ingenious naturalift is perfuaded that this 
bird is more frequently an orphan than any other, from the 
curiofity that generally prevails with regard to it, occafioning 
the parents to be continually fhot: and on this head we are furs 
nifhed with fome curious remarks, 

Mr. B. obferves, that there is fomething in the cry of 4 
neftling for food, which affeéts all kinds of birds. He took 
four young ones from a hen {ky-lark, fupplying their place with 
five nightingales and five wrens, the greater part of which were 
seared by the fofter parent. Every breeder of canary birds finds 
accidental seafons for fuch kind of tranfplantations, within the 
fame fpecies indeed, but without reftrifion as to the number 
within the capacity of a neft. ‘I have feen, fays Mr. B. 2 
young chicken, not above two months old, take as much cafe 
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of younger chickens, as the parent would have fhewn to them, 
which they had loft, not only by fcratching to procure them 
food, but by covering them with her wings; and I have little 
doubt but that fhe would have done the fame by young ducks. 
I have likewife been witnefs of neftling thrufhes, of a later 
brood, being fed by a young bird which was hatched earlier, 
and which, indeed, rather over-crammed the orphans intrufted 
to her care; if the bird, however, erred in judgment, fhe was 
certainly not deficient in tendernefs, which t am perfuaded fhe 
would have equally extended to a neftling cuckow.’ The bare 
fact, therefore, of a hedge fparrow, or other {mall bird, being 
obferved to feed a young cuckow, is, he obferves, no proof 


that the cuckow’s egg was hatched by fuch a dam, 


On the Linnean Syflem. 


We are here furnifhed with fome fevere ftriCtures on this ce 
Jebrated Swedifh naturalift, whofe Latin is. cenfured as barba 
rous, and his defcriptions as obfcure : 

‘ There is fcarcely any naturalift (fays Mr. B.) who hath pub- 
lifhed fince the Linnzan fyitem began to have a vogue, who hath not 
condemned many parts of it; fo that I am not fingular in fuppofing 
that it hath its defects. 

‘ But I conceive, that there is not only foundation for many of 
thefe objections; but that it hath, in many inftances, been prejudi- 
cial to the knowledge of that very fubject which it is intended chiefly 
to inculcate. 

* Linnzus hath comprifed the animal kingdom of the whole globe, 
except infeéts (viz. Beafts, Birds, Reptiles, and Fith), in 532 pages 
octavo: and what can this poflibly amount to more than a vocabu- 
lary, grammar, or diétionary, be it as excellent as it may? 

* But it may poffibly be faid, that the cheapnefs of fo much in 
firu€tion, as well as its being fo portable, are great recommendations 
of this ufeful publication, which I am very ready to allow: fo are 
Cole’s Latin Di&tionary and Hedericus’s Lexicon defervedly in great 
requeft; but though thefe will anfwer my purpofe very well whilft I 
am at {chool, I thall want better affiflance when 1 have left it. 

* Again, it will be urged, that they who ftudy the Linnzan Syflem 
are not debarred from perufing the works of other naturalifts; but [ 
appeal to experience, whether thofe who are zealous admirers of the 
Swedith profeffor often go beyond the elementary knowledge of their 
inftrutor, or contribute any ufeful additions to any article of na- 
tural hiftory. 

‘ In other words, fo much time is taken up in maftering the Lin- 
nzan elements, that we grow old before we can apply to any patti- 
cular branch of this comprehenfive ftudy.’ 

Thefe objeCtions are fupported by citations, for which we muft 
tefer to the eflay. 

Mr. B. next gives an account of an agreement between the 
King of Spain and our Royal Society, for an exchange of na~ 
tural curiofities ; in confequence of which though the Society, 
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in 1773, tranfmitted a confiderable number of fpecimens pro. 
cured from Hudfon’s Bay; they have not as yet received any 
returns on the part of his Catholic Majefty. 

The next article is an account of young Mozart, a German 
infant mufician, reprinted from the Philofophical Tranfa@ions 
Vol. LX. To this are added, fimilar inftances in Charles and 
Samuel Wefley, fons of the well-known Rev. Mr. Charles 
Wefley ; fome farther anecdotes relating to little Crotch, of 
whom Dr. Burney gave a very circumftantial account in the 
Tranfaétions, Vol. LXIX. Part I. ; and fome particulars of the 
Earl of Mornington’s very early mufical propenfity. 


On the Deluge in the Time of Noah. 


This eflay is introduced with the following objeétions to the 
Scripture account of the univerfality of the deluge : 

‘ There feem to be the ftrongeit objections to the fuppofition of an 
univerfal deluge; fome-of which, without menticning others, may 
be thus fhortly fated. 

* He muft be a more ingenious archite& than even Bifhop Wil- 
kins *, who can contrive a fingle veiie] large enough for Noah and 
his family, the bealts, fowls, reptiles, and infects, of the whole 
globe, together with provifions for their fuitenance, during the {pace 
of a twelvemonth + ; whilft the lives of each animal, io this confined 
ftate, muft alfo have continued for that time, otherwife fome genus 
or fpecies muit have been intirely deftroyed, without a new creation. 

* If we are to undesiand likewife the expreflion literally of att, 
the extirpation of the web-footed fow!s would not have followed; nor 
of the water reptiles and infects. 

* On the other hand, there muft have been a new creation of ei- 
ther the falt or frefh water fifh, fuppofing the fluid which covered the 
face of the globe to have been either falc or frefh, as the former could 
not have lived a twelvemonth in water fo much frefhened, or the lat- 
ter in an element become fo much falter. 

* How could the animals, almoft peculiar to the Arétic circle (a 
rein-deer for example), or thofe only found in America at prefent, 
have been procured for the ark, or infects in their different meta- 
morphofes? How was the proper food alfo to be fupplicd for the ani- 
mals of the whole globe, for a year, when many of them, particularly 
infects, only feed upon peculiar plants, which therefore mult have 
continued to vegetate in part of the ark deftined for a confervatory? 
The animals again are dire€ted to be male and female; many of 
which, within the twelvemonth, would have procreated ; and from 
what flores on board the ark was this numerous offspring to be {up- 

orted ? ) 

‘ The deluge, if univerfal, likewife continuing for a twelvemonth, 
all the annual plants of the globe muit have been deftroyed, not to 
mention both fhrubs and trees, many of which would have loit all ve- 





* See his Works, 
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getative power, after they had been covered fo long by water, either 
elh or falt.’ 

; Leaving the removal of thefe difficulties to thofe whofe pecu- 

jiar province it is to confider them, we fhall juft mention fuch 

as Mr. B. finds in reconciling the univerfality of this flood 

with natural appearances on the earth. 

To the fhells of marine animals found on the tops of moun- 
tains, he oppofes the want of ability and of inducement in fhell- 
ffh to remove from the bed of the fea to fuch elevated fpots ; 
that many of thefe fpecimens in the cabinets of virtuofi, are re- 

orted to have been found in places where none are to be difco- 
vered ; and that the refemblances of fhells, bones, and the im- 
prefions of plants, are /u/us nature, or the work of fubterra- 
nean infects, ‘ either by their claws or antennz, or perhaps by 
emitting a liquor that may both excavate and difcolour the ftone, 
or other body on which they may happen to work.’ Mr. B, is 
at fome trouble to find thefe infeéts, and admits they muft reft 
on what at moft will-amount toa probability. We with we 
could add, that even his probability refted on philofophical 
facts, analogy, or reafoning; but to have recourfe to wild fur- 
mifes, to account for immenfe beds of oyfters for inftance, ly- 
ing in natural order *, though now left on dry land, by viciffi- 
tudes beyond record or tradition, cannot be admitted as found 
philofophy ; nor can iron anchors, found at great depths with- 
in land, be referred, with a ferious face, to fuch workmanfhip. 
Mr. B. concludes with a critical commentary on the Scripture 
relation of the deluge, in order to circum(cribe the extent of it: 
but there is no profit from all this labour, unlefs the marine 
productions, found on dry land, muft neceflarily be underftood 
to refer to that deluge. Again, what becomes of Mr. B.’s fub- 
terranean infects, if Noah’s flood, received to the utmoft ex- 
tent, is wholly infufficient to account for thefe marine produc- 
tions’ In fuch cafe his faith and his philofophy clafh to no 
better purpofe than to injure each other. 


The Hiftory of the Gwedir Family, by Sir Fohn Wynne. 
This genealogical memoir was firft printed in the year 1770 +, 
though, in a note to the Introduction, the publication is mif- 
dateg in 1773. 





* In the addenda to this effay, at the end of the volume, Mr. B. 
obferves, * Shelis in rude times may have paffed for money, as they 
do now in fome parts of Afia. Why, therefore, may they not have 
been fometimes buried under ground, as coin was generally fecreted, 
before paper credit took place ?? Had the Reviewers helped Mr. B. 
out with this ingenious fuggeftion, every reader would have thought 
at was done in ridicule. 

t See Rev, vol. xlili. p. 393. 
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4 Letter, intended for Dodfley’s Mufeum, on the Englifh and 
French Writers. 


This letter, which is dated in 1746, exhibits a battle bes 
tween the writers of both countries, after the manner of Swift, 
The novelty of Swift’s battle of the books made the thought 
fucceed in his hands; but it is one of thofe thoughts that will 
not bear a repetition. 


A Dialogue on the ancient Tragedies, written at Oxford, in 1746, 


The ingenious critic premifes, that * the elegant writers of antis 
quity become our earlieft models, nor can we have better ; but as oar 
tafle is formed from thefe excellent examples, fhould not their miftakes 
be pointed out to the young fcholar, as well as their perfedtions? 
Yet every commentator becomes fo zealous a partifan for the Latin 
or Greek author which he is to explain or illuftrate, that we never 
hear of a blemith ; or, if there be a palpable one, it is often defended 
by fuch reafons, as the annotator muit himfelf be fenfible are very 
infufficient.’ 

_ The argument is very pertinently fummed up in the conclud« 
ing paragraph : 

* I have already prefumed to mention fome uninterefting tragedies 
of the ancients, and conceive that I may alfo venture to fay, 
that there are few fcenes even that command the involuntary tear 
from the reader, which circumftance I fhall always confider as ‘the 
true teft of the merits of a tragedy; as the involuntary laugh feems 
to be that of acomedy. Critics may write ingenious differtations ; but 
if the reader is not affected till he is taught to be fo, I fhall always 
diftruft the abilities of the author.’ 


Obthere’s Voyage, and the Geography of the Ninth Century illuftrated 

This is reprinted from the Anglo-Saxon verfion of Orofius 
by King Alfred, publifhed by Mr. B. in 1773 *; illuftrated 
now with a geographical map of the globe at that time. 


Fournal of a Spanifh Voyage in 1775, to explore the Weftern Coa 
of America, northward of California. 

This journal, which is the concluding article in the volume, 
was, we are told, put into Mr. B.’s hands for perufal, who con- 
ceived it to be fo interefting for the improvement of geography; 
_ that he defired permiffion to tranflate and publifh it: and it may 
certainly prove of great ufe to other navigators, who have oce 
cafion to fail along the fame coaft. N , 





* See Rev, vol. xlviii. p. 378. 
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Rat. 1V. A Lreatife concerning Civil Government, in Three Parts. 
Part J. The Notions of Mr, Locke and his Followers, concerning 
the Origin, Extent, and End of Civil Government, examined and 
confuted. Part Il. The true Bafis of Civil Government fet forth 
and afcertained ; alfo Objections anfwered ; different Forms com- 
pared ; and Improvements fuggefted. Part III. England’s former 
Gothic Conftitution cenfured. and expofed; Cavils refuted; and 
Authorities produced: Alfo the Scripture Doétrine concerning the 
Obedience due to Governors vindicated and illuftrated. By Jofiah 
Tucker, D. D. Dean of Glocefter, vo. 5:5. Boards. Cadell. 
1781. 

ND fo, the labouring mountain, whofe pregnancy was 
announced to us fome years ago *, is at length delivered ! 

But fmile not, courteous Reader, nor make merry on the occa- 

fion, for this, be it known unto thee, is no ordinary moufe, no 

little nibbler of niceties, nor feeder on fuperfiuous trumbs; but 

a great devourer, and demolifher, of A/lems and fy/tem-makers. 

He can even chop down a man at a mouthful : and the adaman- 

tine walls of civil liberty are no more to him, than the raifed 

eruft of a Chriftmas pie. As to fallacies, contradiétions, and 

impofibilities, he can digeft them as eafily as an oftrich does a 

horfe-fhoe. Alas, poor Locke/—gone!—gone for ever! Who 

could have thought, that, after fo long acareer of glory, and 
his Herculean conquefts over the hydras of falfehood and tyran- 
ny, he fhould have been fwallowed up at laft by—a moufe! As 
to Molyneux, the champion of Hibernia, Prieftley, Price,. and 

Cartwright, they ferve only as fauce to their mafter, Locks, to 

lubricate the moufe’s throat ; and of the poor Profeflor of Aber- 

deen he makes mere nuts ; cracking and champing him with alk 
imaginable glee. Beware, therefore, O ye difciples of Locxe 
who yet remain, and all ye republican, rebellious, traiterous 

fons of liberty, who dare opine that kingly power hath any li- 

mits, corrupt government a cure, or an opprefled people their 

redrefs, in the Britifh Conftitution ; beware of the mighty and 
tremendous Moufe of Gloceffer # 

Proceed we now, as becometh true critics (having done with 
the moufe), to make a difleCtion of our Author in form, deliver- 
ing all the while an anatomical lecture on the head, the heart, 


‘the fpleen, the gall, the noble and ignoble parts of the fubject 


under our hands. 

The Dean ufhers in his work with a few felec&t quotations 
from Locke, Molyneux, Prieftley, and Price, on the fictt principles 
of government ; * Men, fays he, whofe writings (we charitably 
hope, not intentionally or malicioufly ;—though aé?ually) have 





*) tron — ~ 


* See the Advertifement publihed with Dr, T.’s Iracts about five 
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laid a foundation for fuch difturbances and diflentions, fuch my. 
tual jealoufies, and animofities, as ages to come will not be able 
to fettle or compofe.’ But if that great teacher of civil govern. 
ment, and all his moft eminent difciples, are in this refpe& fuch 
objects of our reverend Author’s charity, we hope he equally 
extends it to that greater ‘Teacher and his difciples, from whom 
we derive our religious fyftem ; who, according to the like ¢hg. 
ritable mode of reafoning, require ftill further allowances ; 
inafmuch as the animofities, violences, and bloodfhed, which 
have been occafioned (as fuch like reafoners mu/?- exprefs it, 
and always have exprefled it) by CHRISTIANITY, infinitely ex. 
ceed what Mr. Locke’s principles have occafioned, ACCORDING 
To THE DEAN, in America. But whether the Chriftians or 
their perfecutors, Mr. Locke and the Americans, or the Miniftry, 
have been the parties at whofe door thefe animofities, violences, 

‘and bloodfhed ought to be laid, far be it from us to determine, 
From the quotations above-mentioned, our Author, p. 22, 
colleé?s—take notice Reader—our Author colle&ts, that it is the 
doétrine of Locke and ail his difciples, I. * That mankind do 
not fpontaneoully, and, as it were, imperceptibly flide into a diftinc. 
tion of orders, and a difference of ranks, by living and. converting 
together, as neighbours and focial beings’:— but, on the contrary, that 
they naturally fhew an averfion, and a repugnance, to every kind of 
fubordination, tili dire neceflity compels them to enter into a folemn 
compact, and to join their forces together for the fake of felf-pre- 
fervation.” Then follows, p. 23, a quotation from Dr. Prieftley, viz, 
** To begin with firft principles, we muft, for the fake of gaining 
clear ideas on the fubjeét, do what almoft all political Writers have 
* done before us, that is, we muft fuppofe a number of people exifting, 
who experience the inconvenience of living independent and uncon- 
netted ; who are expofed, without redreis, to infults and wrongs of 
every kind, and are too weak to procure to themfelves many of the 
advantages, which they are /enf/ble might eafily be compaffed by unit- 
ed ftrength. Thefe people, if they would engage the proteétion of 
the whole body, and join their forces in enterprizes and undertakings 
calculated for their common good, muft voluntarily refign fome part of 
their natural liberty, and fubmit their conduét to the direétion of the 
community: for without thefe conceffons, an alliance cannot be form- 
~ed.” Upon which our Author proceeds to remark thus: ‘ Here itis 
very obfervable, that the author fuppofes government to be (0 en- 
tirely the work of art, that mature had no {hare at all in forming it; 
or rather in predi/pofing and inclining mankind to form it, The in- 
ftinéts of nature, it feems, had nothing to-do in fuch a complicated 
bufinefs of chicane and artifice, where every man was for driving the 
beft bargain he could; and-where all in genera), both the future g0- 
vernors and governed, were to be on the catch as much as pofible. 
For this Acthor plainly fuppofes, that his firft race of men had not 
any innate propenfity to have lived otherwife, than as fo many ind 
pendent, unconnecied beings, if they could have lived with tolerable 
fafety in fuch ttate: in thort, they did not feel any inftinéts within 
themfelves 
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themfelves kindly leading them towards affociating, or incorporat- 
ing with each other ; though (what is rather ftrange) Providence had 
ordained, that this way of life was to be fo effentially neceflary to- 
wards their happinefs, that they mutt be miferable without it :—— 
nay, they were driven by neceility, and not drawn by inclination, to 
feek for any fort of civil government whatever. And, what is ttranger 
fill, it feems they were fenfible, that this kind of inflitution, called 
Government, to which they had no natural inclination, but rather an 
averfion, and whofe good or bad eifeéts they had act experienced, 
might eafily procure advantages which they then wanted, and protect 
them from many dangers, to which they were continually expofed, 
in their independent, unconnected ftate. All thefe things, I own, 
are ftrange paradoxes to me: I cannot comprehend them.’ 


Now the effential diftin@tion between that frong and original 
law of nature, which, previous to all reafoning, draweth men 
into socieTY, and that /ubfequent conclufion of reafon, which pro- 
duces POLITY, as a fecurity againft thofe inconveniences which 
the imperfe€tions of human nature muft neceflarily occafion in 
fociety prior to the exiftence of Law, are here, and almoft 
every where throughout the book, confounded together, as 
though there were no difference. If our Author can fee no {uch 
diftin@tion, we prefume it is evident enough to other men: but 
we will not venture to attribute to him this blindnefs, fince he 
ftates the diftinction fo fully in p. 151, as what will be objected 
to his doétrine ; although in our opinion, inftead of giving it a 
fair and candid anfwer, he inftantly flies off from the point, and 
very difingenuoufly frames a cafe which is not fimilar, nor will 
admit of the fame anfwer. By this artifice of a/fuming, that 
inflinétive fociety amongf{t men, and civil government, are one and 
the fame thing, our Author, by fhewing that the Lockians, as 
he terms them, reprefent the latter as the effect of mere com- 
pact, very candidly infers, that they deny the former to be na- 
turaltoman. See p. 378. But that this inference is a grofs 
mifreprefentation, appears from the very paflage which he has 
Selected from Dr. Prie/ily; for, if we can underftand plain Eng- 
lifh, the foundation upon which the Doétor ereéts his fuper- 
ftru€ture of civil government is, * the inconvenience of living 
independent and unconnected’ in a fociety merely inflinétive, 
which he evidently, nay exprefsly /uppo/es to have taken place; 1o 
far is he from fuppofing, as his commentator will have it, that 
* they did not feel any inftinéts within themfelves kindly lead- 
ing them towards aflociating, or incorporating with each other.’ 
The paflace under confideration feems a very extraordinary one 
indeed, for proving that the writer, together with a// the Loc- 
kians, deny an innate propenfity in mankind to focial life; but 
it was the beft our Author could pick ouf to ferve Ais purpofe. 
His fairnefs in this particular we fhall hereafter fhew more at 
large. Had Dr. Prieftley fuppofed men and tvgers, Jheep and 
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wolves, pigeons and hawks, as exifting together in one fociety, and, 
in contequence of infults and wrongs, common amongft them, to 
have entered into a compa@t, eftablifhing a civil government for 
the future regulation of their community, it would have been 
fair enough, we confefs, for a learned commentator fagely to 
have remarked, that the fuppofer did not reprefent fuch a go- 
vernment, or fuch a previous fociety, to have taken place, in 
confequence of * inftinéts within themfelves kindly leadin 
them towards aflociating or incorporating with each other ;’ but 
to draw fuch an inference, when men with men were fuppofed 
exifting together, is not very natural {urely. This very cavil, 
however, is the principal ftone in the foundation of that fyftem, 
by which our Author moft triumphantly boafts to have beaten 
down the fyftem of Locke! 

Our Author farther coll/eé?s, p. 25, from his aforefaid quota- 
tions, I]. That the Lockians * do moft ftrenuoufly infift, that 
every man. every individual of the human fpecies, hath an unalienable 
right to chufe, or refufe, whether he will be a member of this, or 
that particular government, or of none at all.’ ‘ For,’ fays he, ¢ they 
© have extended the privilege of voting, or of giving a4ual confent, 
in all the affairs of government and legiflation, beyond what was 
ever dreamt of before in this, or in any other civilized country ;—nay, 
according to their leading principles, it ought to be extended fill 
much farther, than even they themfclves have done. Before this 
new fyftem had made its appearance among us, the right of voting 
was not fuppofed to be an unalienable right, which belonged to 
all mankind indifcriminately: but it was confidered as a privilege, 
which was confined :o thofe few perfons who were in poffefiion of 
a certain quantity of land, to perfons enjoying certain franchifes (of 
which there are various kinds), and to perfons of a certain condition, 
age, and fex. Perhaps a!l thefe numbers put together may make 
about the fortieth part of the inhabitants of Great Britain: they cet 
tainly cannot make much more, if an actual furvey and enumeration 
were to be made. Whereas the great mafs of the people, who do 
not come within this defcription, are, and ever have been, excluded 
by the Engiifh Conttitution from voting at eleGions for members 
of Parliament, &c. &c. And heavy penalties are to be levied on 
them, if they fhould attempt to vote,’ 

Here we cannot but obferve, that if it be a fufficient objection 
to the conclufivenefs of do€trines, that * they were never before 
dreamt of in this or any other civilized country,’ that Bacon, 


‘Boyle, and Newton, as well as every other perfon who hath en- 


larged at any time the fields of fcience, muft have laboured al- 
together in vain; for the laws of nature, which they feverally 
unfolded to us, had not in many cafes been ¢ dreamt of’ before: 
ergo, according to this mode of reafoning, they ought not to be 
received. In like manner, we mutt rejeét, as law, all thofe rules 
and maxims which have refulted, from time to time, from the 


improvements in our jurifprudence made by the ae, “ 
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Cokes and Hardwickes, who, as occafions arofe, interpreted the law 
and confitution contrary to_the prevailing, though erroneous, opi- 
nions of the times in which they lived: and the modern sepub- 
ican notions of Lord Mansfield, in particular, in the celebrated 
cafes of Somerfet and others the Negroes, pronounced to be free 
men the inftant they had fet foot on Englifh land, muft be repro- 
hated ; becaufe, upon our Author’s principles, * before this new 
{vftem had made its appearance among us, the right of’ holding our 


fillow- creatures as flaves, in this land of liberty, was /uppo/ed to be- 


long to every perfon who had bought a black man, and brought 
him to England. And as our learned Author, towards the fupport 
of his own fyitem, has heen very careful to inform us, p. 302, 
that under ¢ England’s former Gothic Conftitution, the villains 
in grofs, who were by far the moft numerous clafs, feem to have 
been on the fame footing with the Negroe flaves at prefent in the 
Weft Indies ;’—ergo,—Lord Vansfield is no lawyer ; but a faciious 
republican, who, under the vile pretence of unalienable rights, 
deprives the mafter of his legal property in his flave, on the 
mere authority of an argument which, ‘ weak and trifling as it 
is, may neverthelefs become a formidable weapon, in the hands 
of defperate Catilinarian men, for eftablifhing a real and cruel 
tyranny of their own (according to the example which the 
American rebels have already fet), inftead of that harmlefs, ima- 
ginary tyranny, of which they fo bitterly complain at prefent.’ 
It muft, we conceive, be obvious to readers of the flighteft 
difcernment, that, were fuch arguments as thofe we have quoted 
from our Author to be admitted, there is no fpecies of tyranny, 
no corruption, no degradation of the human fpecies but what 
might be juftified : for at one period or other, there have, in all 
countries, been precedents for the violation of every law, human 
and divine, by thofe in power. It is not, however, for futh 


frothy cavillings as thefe, to weigh down the fclid reafonings of 


the venerable Locke. But we do not admit the fa@, that * the 
great mafs of the people ever have been thus excluded by the 
Englifh Conftitution from voting at elections for members of 
Parliament,’ as our Author fo confidently aflerts: we maintain, 
that there is not a principle of that Conftitution which authorifes 
any {uch exclufion ; and as to the pracfice of former times, it has 
differed at different periods; although in itfelf it is utterly in- 


Capable of affording any proof either one way or other; for that 


muft ftill depend upon reafon and our notions of natural equity. 
he introdu@tion of the Norman line of Kings was, we know, 
attended with an almoft tota! extin@tion of all liberty, but per- 
ticularly of the eleGive franchife. So deeply, however, ws it 
rooted in the minds of the people, that it foon again prevailed ; 
and, in the 7th year of Hen. LV. it was exprefsly enaéted, that 
~ At the next County [Court] to be holden after the delivery 
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of the brief of Parliament, proclamation be made in full count : 
of the day and place of the Parliament ; and that all thofe thag 
be there prefent, as well futercz duly fummoned for this caufe, 
as others, fall attend to the election of their Knights for the 
Parliament.” Wide Cap. 15. A writer who will indulge him. 
felf in a grofs mifreprefentation of facts, fo long as he remains 
uncontradicted, may prove any thing. Now our Author muf 
know, that it was not till the 8th year of Hen. VI. that © the 
great mafs of the people were excluded’—not, as he infidioufly 
afferts, by the Englith Con/fitution, but—by the Englifh Parlia- 
ment ; expreffions which are not underftood to be fynonimous, 
He mutt alfo know, that at the prior period, the 7th of Hen, IV. 
villainage had very greatly declined in England. Were he dif- 
pofed to allow the people any rights, either natural or legal, he 
would find it difficult to explain, upon what principle of juftice 
or equity the repzefentatives appointed by * the great mafs of the 
people,’ coyld pafs a law to exclude from thenceforth that very 
© mafs of the people’ from the exercife of that franchife which 
conferred on them their delegated authority in truf. A power 
in the reprefentative to annihilate his principal, is, we confels, 
above our comprehenfion. But, by firft denying to the people 
any unalienable rights to fhare either immediately or remotely 
in their own government, it is then eafy to refolve every thing 
that belongs to their government, the election of legiflators, as 
well as the appointment of magiftrates, into * matters of a pru- 
dential nature *;” and as eafy to pronounce, that thefe things 
being * matters of a prudential nature, they muft be difpofed of 
according to the difcretion of the ruling powers in every ftate +.’ 
The third thing collected by our Author (p. 27.) out of the 
extracts produced, is, that, * Jf all mankind indifcriminately 
have a right to vote in any fociety, they have, for the very fame rea- 
fon, a right to reject the proceedings of the government of that foci- 
ety towhich they belong, and to feparate from it whenever they 
fhall think fit. For it has been inculcated into us over and over, 
that every man’s confent ought firft to be obtained,. before any law 
whatever can be deemed to be valid, and of full force.—We have 
been alfo affured, that all, and every kind of taxes are merely /v# 
gifts: which, therefore, no individual giver is obliged to pay, uolels 
he has previovfly confented to the payment of it. From thele 
premifes it undoubtedly follows, that every individual member 
of the State is at full liberty either to fubmit, or to refufe fub- 
miffion to any, and to every regulation of ity according 26 he had 
predetermined in his own mind. For being his own legiflator, his 
ewn governor, and director in every thing, no man has anghtl 
prefcribe to him what he ought todo. Others may. advile, but he 
alone is to diftate, refpeéting bis own actions. For, in hort, he 18 


obey no other will dut bis own.’ 
REAM 


* Page 20 & 32, + Page 32. 
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Here the Dean unhappily forgets thofe two wholefome cau- 
sions of Locke, which he has himfelf adopted in his Preface, and 
given to us Reviewers and all other critics, who fhall make free 
with the work before us; “ Firft, that cavilling here and there, 
at (ome expreffion, or little incident of his difcourfe, is not an 
anfwer to his book. Secondly, That he fhall not take railing 
(nor mifreprefentation ] for argument,” &c.; for, had he paid a 
due attention to thefe falutary cautions, he could not thus have 
mifreprefented either Locke or his difciples as he has done. That 
‘every individual member of a ftate is at full liberty either to 
fubmit, or to refufe fubmifion to any, and to every regulation 
of it, according as he had previoufly determined in his own 
mind,’ and that ‘he is to obey no other will dut his own,’ are 
not the doctrines of either Locke, Molyneux, Prieftley, Price, or any 
Lockian that ever we heard of. The extracts do not prove it; 
and if the Dean’s readers will carefully confult the works from 
which thofe extracts are made, they will be aftonifhed at our 
Author’s mode of proceeding. There was a time, we have 
been affured, when our Author himfelf was fo far in the con- 
trary extreme to that in which we at prefent find him, as by his 
fellow collegians, to be called Locke-mad: but, even then, when 
youthful fire and animal fpirits might be fuppofed to urge his 
flights fomewhat beyond his more fober mafter, we cannot fup- 
pofe that he maintained fuch grofs and puerile abfurdities, as he 
now attempts to fix upon * Locke and fome of the moft eminent 
of his difciples.’ 

The title of our Author’s fecond chapter is ¢ Several very grofs 
Errors and Abfurdities chargeable on the Lockian Syftem.’ For 
inftance, p. 29. I. They maintain the indefeafible right of pri- 
vate judgment, in matters of a mere civil nature; (30.) II. 
They teach that every man mutt of neceffity be his own legifla- 
tor; III. p. 33. That civil government is mt natural to man. 
Now we readily confefs, that on the two firft pofitions he has 
difpiayed fome ingenuity ; nor can it, in our opinion, be main- 
tained againft him, that religious and civil freedom are exactly 
paralle] cafes ; although we apprehend it is fufficiently apparent, 
that in points of great importance there is a {trong fimilitude. 
If the advocates of civil liberty have illuftrated their argu- 
ments by fémiles and allufions, they have only employed the fame 
means of conviGtion and perfuafion that all writers, all orators, 
all difputants (excepting on mathematical and other fubjects 
where it is of no ufe), in all ages, and in all countries, have em- 
ployed before them, the Dean himfelf not excepted. If indeed 
they have ever called thofe parallel cafes which are only /inilar, 
they have erred. This ischarged by our Author upon Doétos Price 
and Major Cartwright ; and as the queftion turns upon a right in- 

trpretation of their words, we fhall not take it upon us to give 
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an opinion, left we fhould embarrafs a controverfy which the 
parties themfelves may perhaps renew. In order that our Read. 
ers may form fome idea of its prefent ftzte, we fhall lay before 
them the following extract, from p. 38, 39. ** No people, fays 
the Doctor [Price], can lawfully furrender their religious liberty, by 
giving up their right of judging for themfelves in religion, or by al. 
Jowing any human being to prefcribe to them, what faith they thall 
embrace, or what mode of worfhip they fhall practice.” ‘I apree with 
him moll heartily on that head :—bur then [Tadd [and | am fare, 
what I add in this cafe, Dr. Price will readily allow] that no one ip- 
dividual can depute aoyther to judge tor him, what faith he fhall 
embrace, or what mode of worfhip he thall pra¢tice.— And then what 
is the confequence? Neceffarily this, That if the cafes between reli. 
gion and civil government be fimilar, as the Dolor fuppofes them 
to be, no one individual can appoint another to judge for him, what 
Jaws fhall be propounded, what taxes fhall be ratied, or what is to be 
done at home or abroad, in peace or in war:—but every perfon, who 
has this indefeafible, this unalienable, incommunicable, and untraof. 
ferrable right of voting, judging, and firhting, mult vote, judge, 
and fight for himfelf.—This, I fay, 1s aneceilary confequence from the 
premifes: and I defy the acutelt logician to deduce any other infe- 
yence from the above hypothelis.’——Avgain, p. 3602. € On the other 
hand, were -he [Major Cartwright] to maintain [which he and Dr, 
Price really do], that thefe two rights are fuch exaét parallels to each 
other, ‘* that the perfons who aie to judge for themfelves with re- 
{pet to religious falvation, EQUALLY ought to be the judges of their 
political falvation” (which are his own words, at page 134 of The 
People’s Barrier, in order to prove, that the very loweit of mankind, 
fuch as footmen, draymen, and fcavengers, whom he there particu- 
Jarifes, as having aa unalienable right ot voting), he then mutt allow, 
whether he wii] or noc, that the wives of the‘e foormen, draymen, 
and fcavengers have, in civil, as well as religious concerns, the fame 
unalienable right with their hefbands.—Ei:her therefore the cafes are 
parallel, or they are not :---Let him sake his choice.’ 

But when our Author imagines he has proved (as we think 
he has, and poflibly Price and Cartwright always thought the 
fame), that the cafes of religious and civil freedom are not exaf 
parallels, we do not underftand why he is thence to infer, as he 
really does, that mankind have no wnalienabe rights at all in re 
{pect of political freedom ; but that life, liberty, and property, in 
every Country, muft always depend upon * the difcretion of the 
ruling powers in every State,’ (p. 22.) ¢ by what means foever 
they may have acquired the fovereign dominion,’ p. 417. The 
whole force of his argument turns upon this diftinétion, that 
‘in the affairs of confcience no man can act, or be fuppoied to 
act as proxy for another; no man can be a deputy, fubltitute, 
or reprefentative, in fuch a cafe; but every man muft think and 
act perfonally for himfelf :’ and his rights in this refpeét are un- 
alienable, * becaufe they ate untransferrable,’ p. 33. Hence he 
infers, that, as the right of legiflating in civil concerns 1s con- 
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feledly transferrable to reprefentatives, therefore itis mot unalien- 
able. But we apprehend the queftion lies fomewhat deeper ; 
whercas our Author, as he has managed it, has made it a mere 
difpute upon words ; although things e//ential to the morals and 
happinels of mankind are involved in it. We cannot but affent 
to what Major Cartwright, in the firft and fecond feétion of the 
“« Leviflative Rights,” lays down in refpect of mankind; viz. 
“ The firft and great end, then, of their exiftence, is, by the 
ftzdy of wifdom and practice of virtue, to be conftantly ap- 
roximating towards moral perfection ; in order to the attain- 
ment of that future exaltation and happinefs [{poken of above]: 
and the next material, and indeed only remaining point, is, to 
render themfelves, individually and collectively, as happy as pof- 
fible during their term of mortality ; to which they are alfo in- 
vited by the whole /aw of nature * and religion, They have, 
therefore, neceflarily been created FREE. Were it otherwife, 
neither virtue nor vice, right nor wrong, could be afcribed to their 
actions ; and to talk of happinefs, would be to talk nonfenfe. 

“© Hence, they are doubtlefs wader an eternal obligation to pre- 
ferve their treedcm to the utmoft of their power; becaufe, by 
parting with it, in any degree more or lefs, they /o far deprive 
themiclves of the means of doing their duty, and of performing 


_thofe actions which the laws of virtue [or religion] may require 


of them; and becaufe they will thereby make themfelves, and 
frequently their pofterity, /ubfervient alfo to the wicked defigns 
of thofe, to whofe power they have fubmitted. That people, 
who have fuffered their prince to become a tyrant over them- 
felves, foon find themfelves employed as the inftruments of his 
lawlefs will, in extending the limits of tyranny, and fpreading 
devaftation among their fellow-creatures. How bafe and de- 
grading is fuch a condition!” We hope, therefore, the Dean 
will allow that moral freedom, as well as religious, is unalien- 
able; and then he will have made all the conceffion that his an- 
tagonifts defire: becaufe poliical freedom, we fee, is effential to 
moral freedom ; and it is e/fential to political freedom, that a 
man fhare in common with his fellow-citizens in the appoint- 
ment of thofe without whole ailent no laws can be enaéted, and 
no part of the public property granted for the fupport of govern- 
ment; becaufe all perfons excluded from fuch a fhare in their 
own government (which is all that Locke and his followers mean 
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* Thefe expreflions do not indicate a denial that men have a natu- 
ral propenfity to focial union, afcribed by our Author to a// the 
Lockians; and yet he informs as of this writer, that ¢ refpecting 
ing Lockianifm, he is a very juft and confittent writer, advancing no- 
“a what is fairly deducible from his mafter’s principles.’ 
358. 
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by a man’s being his own legiflator), are governed by perfons 
whom other men have fet over thm*. A right wl.ich is effentiat. 
to freedom, may ftill perhaps be thought, an unaltenable right, 

notwithftanding our Author’s unwillingnefs that it fhould be fo, 
Nor can we heip obferving, that although he has made war with 
{uch uncommon animofity, upon the idea of /ubjects having an 
unalienable right to political liberty, yet, when he quotes Judge 
Fofter, p. 48, in favour of the allegiance due to Kings, he prints 
the word, unaltenable, in Italics, as ‘meaning ry We preiume, to lay 
a particular ftrefs upon it; for, in this plac e, he certainly does 
not endeavour to explain it away. “The clofe of the quotation 
runs thus; ‘* and, confequently, the duty of allegiance which 
arifeth out of it, cad is infeparab! ly oan with it, is in cone 
fideration of law likewife unalienable and perpetual.” 

On the fubject of taxes, our Author is quite voluminous; 
but, notwithftanding his ingenious rakings into antiquity, we 
do not acknowledge ourfelves converts to his doctrine, —that they 
are not the gifts and grants of the people; but what they are 
compellable to. * Render unto Czfar,’ merely becaufe he is * in 
actual! pofleffion’ of * the fovereign power,’ p. 417. We be- 
lieve ns doctrine of the infepzrablencfs of taxation and repre- 
fentation to be founded in truth and juftice; which are more 
than antient, for they are eterna] and immutable. 

Not content to treat the notions of Locke and his difciples, on 
liberty and property, with that peculiar kind of derifion, which 
by our news-paper combatants is fo commonly poured forth 
upon their political opponents, our Author, p. 81, proceeds to 
inform us, that what feems * the moft unaccountable in this 
whole proceeding is, that they have adopted almoft every thing into 





+ 


* «© To be enflaved is to have no will of our own in the choice of 
law-makers, but to be governed by rulers whom other men have Jet 
over us.” Pecop. Barrier, p. 20. On the contrary, it is our Author’s 
doétrine, that a man is only enflaved, when the laws are cruel and 
opprefive; and that he is free, when the laws are good and mild. 
Pp. ce » Let him then anfwer thefe plain quettions : 

‘When a Jamaica planter porchafes a Negro, and inftead of 

wc ten him in the fields takes him into his heuke. 3 and treats him with 

el! poflible kindnef:, fo as to attach the Negro to him by the ftrongelt 

tres of gratitude, reverence, and affection, is that Negro a free mag 
or a flave ?? 

2 ‘* Suppofirg the wifef and moft amiable of mankind were to be: 
come Emperor of Morocco, and his whole power were employed to 
make the people under him happy, but without maxing any alt.ration 
wn the DESPOTIC FORM 6f their governuent, would the ‘fubjects of that 
empire be therefore a free people °’ 

‘* Icas not the deities of t avery, that we yujer from an arbitrary 
ppwer, but that we are fabieC wo is. 
their 
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their own fyftem, which is exceptionable in Sir Robert Filmer’s, and 
againft which they have raifed fuch tragical exclamations. 

-« Thus, for example, Sir Robert, and all the patrons of an inde- 
feafible, hereditary right, declare with one voice, that no length of 
time can bar che title of the right heir, For whenever he fhall fee a 
fit opportunity of fetting up his claim, every fubject is bound in duty 
and confcience to renounce their allegiance to the reigning Prince, 
and to refort to the ftandard of the Lord’s Anointed :—juft fo, mutatis 
mutandis, is the file and declaration of the Lockians: the people are 
the oriy right heirs; or rather, they are the only perfons who have a 
right to appoint right heirs; and no length of prefcription can bar 
their title. For every fettlement of a itate, monarchical, or even re- 
publican, whofe title is not derived from a popular election, or doth 
not exift at prefent by virtue of fome exprefs and previous contract, 
is a manifett ufurpation of their unalienable rights; and therefore 
ought to be {ubverted and deftroyed as foon as poffible;—moreover, 
the authors of fo daring an attempt on the liberties of a free people 
deferve to be punithed with exemplary vengeance, and to have their 
goods and eftates confifcated for the benefit of the public, alias, to 
reward the patriots, Now, if any one thould afk, what that is which 
conftitutes the people in this cafe? or who are thofe perfons that are 
jnveiled, jure divino, with thefe extraordinary powers, thefe King- 
creating, and King-depofing prerogatives ’—The anfwer, I own, in 
point of theory, is attended with very perplexing difficulties :—but 
in reipect to practice, and as referring to a matter of fa@, it is the 
eafieft thing imaginable. For the perfons, or the people in this cafe, 
are no other than the firft mob that can be got together, provided 
they are flrong enough to undertake, and execute the work ; if not, 
the next mob, or the next to that, and foon, ad infinitum. For this 
is a fubje&t which, it feems, ought never to be loft fight of by a true- 
born patriot: though he may allow that the efforts of the people for 
regaining their native rights may be delayed for a while, or may be 
difembled, and poitponed till he and his friends fhall find a more 
convenient feafon for executing their Jaudable defigns.’ 

How it is reconcileable with candour, to confider Locke’s in- 
defeafible right in all men to political freedom, and Filmer’s in- 
defeafible right in ONE to abjolute dominion over all other men, 
as one and the fame thing, we fubmit to the judgment of our 
impartial Readers. When opinions are only weak, or merely 
erroneous, they are to be heard with complacency by the liberal 
ang more informed part of mankind, although ever fo contrary 
to their own ; but when untruth and rancour unite in an ate 
tempt to involve the virtuous Locke, and his difciples, in the 
odium and deteftation which are juftly due to the unprincipled 
leaders and tools of faction, bafe and infenfible mutt be that 
mind, which feels not emotions of indignant contempt! 

Th p. 53, our Author proceeds thus ; ° Again: the notion of 
Kings de facto, and Kings de jure, that opprobrium of the Jacobites, 
is alfo revived by the Lockians. For, whofoever dares to reign wiih- 
Put, Or in opPofition to, the Lockian title, is only a King de fado :— 
bhe nightful pine or the King d: jure, beang yet in pec/o, and not to 
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be brought forth, till the people can affemble together to affert, and 
exercife their unalienable rights with faferty. 

‘ Moreover, the perfecuting and intolerant fpirit of the fyftem of 
Sir Robert Filmer, and of the Jacobites, is another very juft reproach 
to it: and none inveighed more bitterly, or more juftly againg it on 
this account, than Mr. Locke himfelf, and his difciples.x—Yez fuch 
is the inconfiftency of thefe men ;—that they tell us fo plainly, that 
we cannot miflake their meaning, that they would allow flo govern. 
ment on the face of the earth to fubfiit on any other ti:le but their 
own, had they a power equal to their w// in thefe cafes. For fays 
Dr. Prieitley {and all the reft join in the fame fentiments)}, ** This 
{the Lockian, or popular title} muft be the ov/y tree and proper 
foundation of all governments fubfiiling in the world ; and shat to 
avhich the people have an unalienable right to bring them back.”— 
** This is a biefling, fays Dr. Price, which no generation of men can 
give up for another ; and which, when Jolt, the people have alaveys a 
right to refume.” So that nothing lefs will content thefe men than 
the univerfal eftablifhment of their own principles, and the renuncia- 
tion or abjuration of all others. Yet thefe are the champions who 
ftand up for liberty of con{cience, and are the only friends to recon- 
ciling meafures, to univerfal toleration, to peace on earth, and good. 
will among men.’ 

Thefe are the men, it is true, who, like Sir Robert Filmer— 
and the Dean himfelf—have endeavoured to fhew, which kind of 
government has the only ‘ TRUE BASIS:’ and it is evident, that 
if. any one of thefe kinds is, the others cannot be, the ¢rue one, 
The only queftion then to be folved, is, which of the three, 
the Filmerian, the Lockian, or the Tuckerian is the true fyftem. 
Provided the laft fhould prove to be the only one which hath a 
© true bafis,”? we do not comprehend how the Dean could give 
his confent to the eftablifhment, or, if eftablifhed, to the con- 
tinuance, of any other that fhould effentially differ from it; ex- 
cepting as the Lockians and Filmerians themfelves do, that is, 
becaufe they cannot help it: for Jax indeed muft be his morality, 
if he would fuffer injuftice, tyranny, violence and oppreffion, to 
prevail over his country, provided he pofleffed the means to ex- 
pel them, and eftablifh in their room, juftice, freedom, peace, 
and profperity. If this be fair reafoning, then it will follow, 
that the fentence he has pafled, p. 81, on the Lockians, for 
maintaining the truth of their fyftem, muft equally apply to 
himfelf, for publicly teaching that his is the only {pecies of go- 
vernment which has a § true bafis;’ viz. That it is * proclaim- 
ing war againft all the governments upon earth, and exciting 
their fubjects to rebel,’ fo far as fuch governments refpectively 
differ from that fyftem. 

But as we approve not of following ill examples, we will 
candidly acknowledge, that on this occafion our Author bas 4 
manifeft advantage over the other parties; inafmuch as, according 


to him, every government now in the world, or that ever — 
whether 
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whether mild, equitable, and proteéctive; or cruel, perfidious, 
and deftuctive ; have not only refted on his § true bafis,’ but 
‘js declared by the Scriptures to have been the ordinance of 
of God *.’ (p. 423.), * For,’ fays he, ¢ Fulius Cafar, Auguftus, 
Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius, and Nero, were al] ufurpers, yet 
every one of them was, in effect, declared by the Scriptures to 
be the ordinance of God; as far, I mean, as the duty of alle- 
giance and fubjec?ton was concerned.’ And, in p. 426, he thus 
exerciles his cafuiftry ; 6 Caefar is the actual and peaceable pof- 
feffor of the throne. This is the point to be fuppofed, and allowed : 
but itis alfo confeffed, that his title is founded in bloodfhed and 
ufurpation. What therefore is a private perfon to do in fuch a cafe? 
He hath but three things to chufe: that is, he mult either refufe to 
yield to the conqueror, and obitinately refolve to accept of no protec- 
tion and ‘no quarter from him ;—or he mutt fubmit in appearance, 
with an intention neverthelefs to rife up and rebel as foon as an op- 
portunity fhall offer:—or, laftly, he muft fubmic in fincerity, and 
confcientioufly refolve to be faithful and obedient to the power which 
prefides over, and procedts him.’ 

Having rejected the two firft, he tells us, p. 428, ° Thirdly,— 
There is but one choice more to make, namely, ‘Chat every indivi- 
dual, if in the fituation above defcribed, ought to be fubjeé& in 
Chriftian fincerity, without guile or fraud, to the higher powers, the 
powers for the time being ; notwithitanding any defeét of title ime 
puted to them —OF this third choice, therefore, I thall fay the lefs, as 
every part of the foregoing treatife has a reference thereto.—Only let 
me be permitted to remind my readers at the clofe of the whole, that 
notwithitanding any little cavils and objections which may be made 
againft this doctrine,—it is the only fcheme that ever was, or ever 
can be REDUCED TO PRACTICE ;~—and it is alfothe Law oF THE 
LAND.’ 

He has elfewhere, p. 86, with regard to rulers, reminded us, 
that—‘ if ordained of God, the people ought to obey them une 
der peril of damnation.” We fhall fay little upon the protection 
to be expected from fovereigns, whofe ‘ titles are founded in 
bloodfhed and ufurpation,’ or of that which the Romans expe- 
rienced from a Caligula or a Nero; or the Moors from one of 
their modern Emperors (Abdallah, as we think), who, fomee 
times by way of punifhment, fometimes in wrath, and fome- 
times in {port, or to fhew his dexterity at decollation with a 
fabre, is reported to have flain, with his own hand, feventeen hun- 
dred of his fubjeéts in the courfe of his reign: fuffice it then, 
that we are to take this protetion for granted, and to OBEY :— 
aye, we © muft needs be fubject, not only for wrath, but alfo 
for confcience fake.’ This, we confefs, is a little extraordi- 
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* That governments, whofe principles are the reverfe of each other, 
and that all the varieties of them, fhould reft on one and the fame 


dalis, is a curious difcovery to be fure. 
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nary; and that mankind ought firf paflively to fuffer a tyrang¢ 
to wreath his yoke around their necks, and deprive them of the 
means of refi/lance, before they attempt it. What! after all this 
fubjection to the powers that be, this ordinance of God in fa- 
vour of devils, and this penalty of damnation in cafe of refift- 
ance, may we after all refift a tyrant, that is, REBEL againft 
him ?—Yea, verily, the reverend Dean himfelf tclls us we may ; 
for, * fuppofing,’ fays he, p. 420, * that thefe vicegerents fhould 
act contrary to their commillion: fuppofing that they fhould no longer 
condué themfelves, as the minifters of God for good: in fuch a cafe, 
what is to be done? I anfwer, it is very apparent from the terms of 
their commifion, That they are no longer entitled to the obedience 
of the fubje&t, as a point of duty and confcience. But nothing far- 
ther can be inferred from the mere words of Scripture; all the reft 
being left to men’s natural feelings and difcretion, to do the belt they 
can in fuch an unhappy fitaation.’ 

Alfo, p. 138, ‘ But if you only meant to fay, that bad laws, if 
any, ought to be repealed, and good laws enaéted, and faithfully and 
impartially executed ;—and that, when governors fhall abufe their 
power to the detriment of the people, they ought to be ftopped in 
their career, and even to be called to.an account for their mifcondudt, 
in proportion to the detriment received.—If this be all you meant to 
fay, when you talked about original, unalienable rights, focial com- 
pacts, &c. &c. we are agreed again.” And, in p. 89, he fays, ‘ The 
grand objections againit King James the Second were, that his goe 
vernment was tyrannical, and his proceedings illegal ;—that he af- 
fumed powers which the Conftitution had exprefsly-denied him ;— 
that he had repeatedly broken his folemn coronation-oath, and fore 
feited his royal word ;—and that, in fhort, his actions proved him to 
be an enemy both to civil liberty, and to the Proteftant religion, 
Now grant thefe objections to be well founded (which { think no man 
at this day, even the warmeft friend of the Stuart family, will pre- 
tend to deny), and the inference is plain, that fuch a Prince deferved 
to be depofed, and that the nation did very right in depofing him. 
—So far therefore we are all agreed.” Lailly, p. 110, ‘ For even Sir 
Rebert Filmer, and the Jacobites, do not fay that fuch rulers are at all 
excujable ;—nay, they exprefsly fay the contrary ; and are as ready at 
denouncing Hell and damnation againit fuch wicked tyrants, as the 
Lockians themfelves: indeed, they proteit againit any punithment 
whatever being infliXed on tyrants, efpecially on roval tyrants, during 
the prefent life, by the hands of men: for which ili-judged tenderness, 
aid miflaken points of confcience, they are highly to blame: and therefore 
their tenets of abjclute and ualimited pall.ve obedience and non-relit- 
ance are defervedly had in deteitation: but, neverthele‘s, they make 
no wrong judgment concerning the nature of, and the punifhment 
duc to, the crimes of tyranny; though they are fo weak as to main- 
tain, that this punifhment ought to be deferred, till the criminals 
themfelves are removed into another world, when the punifhment due 
to fuch offeuces can be no terror to thofe evil-doers who furvive, and 
Who therefore ough: to be deterred by fuch examples from attempting 
to co the like.’ 

Now, 
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Now, perhaps, either a Chriftian, a philofophic, a rational, 
or an humane Reader may think, it would be full as well, did 
our country always take care to preferve her freedom unviolated 
and entire; fothat, by atrue and equitable reprefentation in 
parliament of the whole mafs of the Commons, their real inte- 
refts might be underftood, and their real fentiments known 
there; that their houfe of parliament, as intended by the Con- 
ftitution, might prove an effectual check and counterpoife to the 
Crown; and thereby PREVENT tyranny and oppreffion ;— 
rather than, by a ftupid acquiefcence in ufurpations on their 
elective franchife, to lofe the eflence and vital powers of their 
liberty, which mult expofe them to the conftant and irrefiftible 
encroachments of tyranny, and confequently of lg un- 
til at length there be no alternative left, but abfolute flavery or 
a bloody civil war. The former is conformable to Mr, Locke's 
fyftem ; the latter to that of the Dean of Glocefter. 





[To be continued. ] MrC L 4 t. 





Art. V. The Art of War: a Poem, in Six Books; tranflated from 
the French of the King of Pruflia: with a Critique on the Poem, 
by the Comte Algarotti, tranflated from the Italian, 4to, 2s. 6d. 
Riley. 1780. 


OR this well-executed Tranflation the Public is indebted to 
an Officer (if we conjecture rightly) of the Militia, who 
wrote it at his Jeifure hours during the encampment at Coxheath 
in1778, The original is well known. Whether it be re- 
garded as a didaétic eflay, or a poetical effufion, it is entitled to 
confiderable praife. As a fyftem of military {cience, the cele- 
brity of its Royal Author muft render its precepts, which have 
fo often and fo fucgefsfully been exemplified in his own conduct, 
indifputable, 

It is fomewhat remarkable, that in a poem treating of the art 
of war, and in which all the great commanders of ancient and 
modern times are occafionally introduced, no heroes of Englifh 
{tory are fo much as once mentioned, not even the glorious 
Marlborough; though the very generals he fo frequently de- 
feated have refpectable places affigned them in this temple of 
Fame. It is not to be fuppofed that this filence, with refpect to 
Marlborough, proceeded from invidious motives; we rather 
think that his Pruffian Majefty confidered him as a general who 
underftood only part of bis profeffion, having never given any 
proof of his fkill 7 conducting a retreat. 

Prefixed to this work is a Critique on the poem, by the Compte 
Algarotti. "The influence of a refpeétable name was never in any 
inftance more confpicuous than in the prefent: had this Cri- 
tque been written by a lefs celebrated pen, no one would 
read 
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read it twice. 


ance. 


As the Reviewer of this article neither underitands the trade 
of blood, nor can be delighted with its myfteries, the fpecimen 
of this f{pirited and elegant tranflation which will be laid before 
our Readers fhall be, the warrior in his domeftic enjoyments. 


t> . Some apology is due not only to the ingenious Tranfla- 
tor, but to the Public alfo, for not noticing this performance 


in our Journal at a more early period, The fact was, that : " 
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The Art of War. 


‘ While the bold chief, intent on new alarms, 

With care arrays his levied force for arms, 

Each generous leader now at eafe reclines, 

And ’midft his laurel wreaths the myrtle twines 3 
His faithful confort, full of blufhing charms, 
Forgets the pains of abfence in his arms: 

Ah happy hours! ah moments doubly dear! 
Parchafed by many a pang, and many a tear, 
What joy an end of guthing grief to know, 
Dried by the hand whofe dangers made it flow! 
To hear his glorious deeds with new delight, 
Pridf of the war, and honour of the fight; 

TO feel that heart, which danger ne’er could move, 
Pant ’midft the charming agonies of Love! 

With kiffes fweet, in amorous rapture prefs’d, 

To ftop that voice which fteel’d the foldier’s breaft, 
Rous’d him to gallant deeds with martial breath, 
And taught the way to victory, or to death! 
While on his faithful partner’s breatt reclin’d 
Retis the brave head to peaceful thoughts refign’d, 
Pleas’d with his prefence, round him jocund move 
The beauteous pledges of connubial lave: 

His hands victorious now endearing feize, 

Or with their infant arms embrace his knees, 
And burn to tread the thorny path that leads 

To martial honours and immortal deeds: 

A thoufand little arts they fmiling try, 

While every motion charms a parent’s eye, 

That rears the buckler with a feeble hand, 

This tries in vain to wield the fhining brand, 

Or lift the helmet, while their breafts afpire 

To trace the glorious footiteps of their fire. 

Thus tender Hymen knows with gentle power 
On faithful hearts unnumber'd joys to fhower, 
When fond efteem in every look’s exprefs’d, 

And mutual pafiion fires each feeling breaft, 
Joys to thofe trifling tribes of youth unknown, 
Who pay their vows to Change’s fickle throne ; 
Chafte is the blifs that fires the hero’s heart, 
And pure that love where weaknefs has no parts 
He knows the bonds of Juxury to defpife, 

And fwift to arms at honour’s mandate flies.’ 






It is a very fuperficial and trifling. perform. 
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frit copy we were —- with happened to be miflaid, and 
loft:—a circumftance which, in the multiplicity of matter that 


comes before us, will fometimes unavoidably occur. ‘ew 
e ok, t . 





Art. VI. The Critic: or, A Tragedy Rebearfed. A Dramatic Piece, 
in Three Acts. As it is pertormed at the Theatre-Royal in Drury 
Lane. By Richard Brinfley Sheridan, Efg. 8vo. 1s. 6d. 
Becket. 1781. 


HIS Tragedy Rehearfed proceeds too clofely in the beaten 

track of the Duke of Buckingham’s Rehearfal. ‘The mode 
and objects of ridicule are generally the fame; except that the 
Author of the Critic has too indifcriminately attacked Tragedy 
in general, and levelled fome of his fevereft traits againft the 
very beft modern tragedy in our language, we mean the tragedy 
of Douglas! The theatrical rage, however, for /ituation, attt- 
tude, difcoveries, praceffions, &c. is properly and humoroufly 
expofed, 

Contig, however, the Tragedy Rehearfed; which occupies the 
two laft Acts of this dramatic piece, we revert with pleafure to 
the firft of the three, which abounds with wit, humour, and a 
mafterly difplay of character. dr. and Mrs. Dangle, though 
not very original, are natural and fpirited; Sweer is drawn with 
a finer pencil; the Unintelligible Interpreter is truly pleafant ; and 
the treatife on panegyric, delivered by Puff, is lively, fhrewd, 
and fatirical, though rather narrative, than dramatic. From 
his own delineation of his chara&ter in the firft AG, we fhould 
not expect to fee him dwindle into the Bayes of the two laft. 
That part might perhaps have been more properly fuftained by 
Sir Fretful Plagiary—for whofe fake, we are inclined to believe 
that the whole piece was written. 

In order to do juftice to a picture, fo highly finifhed, we muft 
give it at full length: 

‘ Enter Servant. 

* Serv. Sir Fretfol Plagiary, Sir. 

* Dangle. Beg him to walk up.—[Exit Servant.] Now, Mrs. 
Dangle, Sir Fretful Plagiary is an author to your own tafte. 

* Mrs. Dangle. I confefs he is a favourite of mine, becaufe every 
body elfe abuifes him. 

* Sneer. —Very much to the credit of your charity, Madam, if 
not of your judgment. 

* Dangle. But, egad, he allows no merit to any author but hime 
felf, that’s the truth on’t—though he’s my friend. 

* Sneer, Never.—He is as envious as an old maid verging on the 
defperation of fix-and-thirty: and then the infidious humility with 
which he feduces you to give a free opinion on any of his works, can 
be exceeded only by the peiulant arrogance with which he is fare to 


reject your obfervations, I 
* Dangle, 
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* Dangle. Very true, egad—tho’ he’s my friend. 

* Seer. Theu his affected contempt of all newfpaper ftritures; 
tho’, at the fame time, he is the forett man alive, and fhrinks like 
fcorch’d parchment from the fiery ordeal of true critict{a: yet he ig 
fo covetous cf popularity, that he had rather be abufed than not men. 
tioned at all. ' 

‘ Dangle. There’s no denying it—tho’ he is my friend. 

¢ Sneer, You have read the tragedy he has juit finithed, hav’n’ 

ou? 

‘ Dangle. O yes; he fent it to me yefterday. 

© Sneer, Weil, and you think it execrable, don’t you? 

‘ Dangle. Why between ourfeives, egad I muft own—tho’ he’s m 
friend—that it is one of the moit Fie’s here [ A4/ide|—finighed and 
moft admirable perform 

[Sir Fretful without.] Mr. Sneer with him did you fay? 

Enter Sir Fretful. 
Ah, my dear friend!—Egad, we were juft {peaking of your tragedy, 
—Admirable, Sir Fretful, admirable! 

© Sneer. You never did any thing beyond it, Sir Fretful—never in 
your life. 

‘ Sir Fretful. You make me extremely happy ;—for without a com- 
pliment, my dear Sneer, there isn’t a man in the world whofe jadg- 
ment | value as I do yours.—And Mr. Dangle’s, 

‘ Mrs. Dangle. They are only laughing at you, Sir Fretful; for it 
was but jult now that 

© Dangle. Mrs. Dangle!~Ah, Sir Fretful, you know Mrs. Dangle, 
—My friend Sneer was rallying juft now—He knows how fhe ad- 
mires you, and——— - 

* Sir Fretful, O Lord—I am fure Mr. Sneer has more tafte and fin- 
Cerity than to A damn’d double-faced fellow! [ Afide, 
* Dangle, Yes, yes,—Sneer will jeft—but a better humour’'d-— 

* Sir Fretful. O, | know—— 7 

* Dangle. He has a ready turn for ridicule—his wit cofts him no- 
thing. 

‘ Sir Fretful. No, egad—or I fhould wonder how he came by it, 

[ Afide. 
, * Mrs. Dangle, Becaufe his jeft is always at the expende of his 
riend. 

* Dangle. But, Sir Fretful, have you fent your play to the managers 
yet?—or can I be of any fervice to you? 

‘ Sir Fretful. No, no, I thank you; I believe the piece had fuffi- 
cient recommendation with it.—I thank you tho’.—I fent it to the 
manager of Covent-Garpen THEATRE this morning. 

‘ Sneer. I thould have thought now, that it might have been taft 
(as the actors call it) better at Drury-Lane, 

‘ Sir Fretful, O lud! no—never fend a play there while I live— 
harkee! [/W/bi/pers Sneer. ] 

© Sneer. Writcs bimfelf!—I know he does—— 

* Sir Fretful. 1 fay nothing—I take away from no man’s merit— 
am hurt at no man’s good fortune—I fay nothing. —But this I will fay 
—through all my knowledge of life, I have obferv’d—that there 1s 
not a pailion fo itrongly rooted in the human heart as envy ! 

















© Snttt. 























ly 
id 


le. 


TS 


“y 


18 











Sheridan’s Critic. 289 


¢ Sncer. I believe you have reafon for what you fay, indeed. 


© Sir Fretful, Befides—I can tell you it is not always fo ‘af? to» 


leave a play in the hands of thofe who write themfelves. 

‘ Sneer. What, they may fteal from them, hey, my dear Plagiary ? 

© Sir Fretful. Steal!—to be fure they may; and, egad, ferve your 
bet thoughts as pyplies do ftolen children, disfigure them to make 
’em pals tor their own. 

‘ Sner. Bat your prefent work is a facrifice to Melpomene, and 
HE, you know, never 

© Sir Fretfal. hat’s no fecurity.—A dex’trous plagiarift may do 
any thing.— Why, Sir, for ought I know, he might take out fome of 
the belt things in my tragedy, and put them inty his own comedy. 

© Sneer. That might be done, I dare be {worn. 

© Sir Fretful. And chen, if {uch a perfon gives you the leaft hint or 
aflitance, he is devilith apt to take the merit of the whole—— 

‘ Dangle If it fucceeds, 

© Sir Fretful, Aye—but wih regard to this piece, I think I can hit 
that gentleman, for I can fafely {wear he never read it, 

© Sneer. Vl tell you how you may hurt him more 

© Sir Fretful, How? 

‘ Sneer. Swear he wrote it. 

‘ Sir Fretful. Plague on’t now, Sneer, I fhall take it ill.—TI believe 
you want to take away my character as an author! 

Sneer. Then 1 am fure you ought to be very much oblig’d to me, 

Sir Fretful. Hey !—Sir!— 

Dangle O you know, he never means what he fays. 

Sir Fretful. Sincerely then—you do like the piece? 

Sneer. Wor deriully! 

Sir Fretful. But come now, there maft be fomething that you 

think might be mended, hey ?—Mr. Dang'e, has nothing ttruck you? 
© Dangle. Why faith, it is but an ungractous thing for the molt 

part to —— : 

© Sir Fretful, —With mof authors it is juft foindeed; they are in 
general ftrangely tenacious!—Bat, for my part, | am never fo well 
pleafed as when a judicious critic points out any defect to me; for 
what is the purpofe of fhewing a work to a friend, if you don’t mean 
to profit by his opinion? 

© Sneer. Very true.—Why then, tho’ I ferioufly admire the piece 
upon the whole, yet there is one fmall objeQion; wfich, if youll 
give me leave, [I'll mention, : 

‘ Sir Fretful. Sir, you can’t oblige me more. 

* Sneer. | think it wants incident. 

* Sir Fretfal, Good God !—you furprize me!—wants incident !— 
Sneer. Yes; | own I think the incidents are too few. 

* Sir Fretful, Good God!—Believe me, Mr, Sneer, there is no per- 
fon for who-e judgment I have a more implicit deference,—But I pro- 
teit to you, Mr. sneer, I am only apprehenfive that the incidents are 
too crowded. -My dear Dangle, how does it trike you? 

* Dangle. Realty Lean’t agree with my friend Sacer.—I think the 
plot quite futlicient; and the four firtt acts by many ‘degrees the beft I 
ever read or i2w in my life. If I might venture to fuggel any thing, 
it ts that the intereft rather falls off in the fifth. 
Rov. Oct. 1731, U ‘ Sir 
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© Sir Fretful, —Rifes; I believe you mean, Sir. 

* Dangle. No; I don’t upon my word. 

© Sir Pretful. Yes, yes, you do upon my foul—it certainly don’e 
fall off, I affure you—No, no, it don’: fall off. 

* Dangle. Now, Mrs. Dangle, didn’t you fay it truck you in the 
fame light ? 

¢ Mrs. Dangle. No, indeed, I did no:—I did not fee a fault in any 
part of the play from the beginning to the end, 

© Sir Fretful. Upon my foul the women are the beft judges after all! 

© Mrs. Dangle. Or if I made any objection, Il am fure it was to 
nothing in the piece ; but that I was afraid it was, on the whole, a 
little too long. 

* Sir Fretful. Pray, Madam, do you {peak as to duration of time; 
or do you mean that the ttory is tedioufly {pun out? 

« Mrs. Dangle. O Lud! no.—I ipeak only with reference to the 
ufual length of ating plays. 

* Sir Fretful. Then I am very happy—very happy indeed—be- 
caufe the play is a fhort play, a remarkably fhort play :—I fhould nog 
venture to differ with a lady on a point of talte ; but on thefe occa- 
fions, the watch, you know, is the critic. 

‘ Mrs. Dangle. Then, I fuppofe, it muft have been Mr. Dangle’s 
drawling manner of reading it to me. : 

© Sir Fretful. O, if Mr. Dangle read it! that’s quite another af- 
fair !—But | affure you, Mrs. Dangle, the firft evening you can fpare 
me three hours and an half, I’ll undertake to read you the whole 
from beginning to end, with the Prologue and Epilogue, and allow 
time for the mufic between the acis. 

© ‘Mrs. Dangle. I hope to fee it on the flage next. - 

* Dangle. Well, Sir Fretful, 1 with you may be able to get rid-as 
eafily of the news-paper criticifms as you do of ours. 

* Sir Fretful. ‘The News-papears!—Sir, they are the moft vil- 
Jainous—licentious—abominable— infernal — Not that I ever read 
them—No—I make it a rule never to look into a news-paper. 

* Dangle. You are quite right—for it certainly muft hurt an aue 
thor of delicate feelings to fee the liberties they take, 

© Sir Fretful. No'!—quite the contrary ;—their abufe is, in fac, 
the beft panegyric—I like it of all things.—An author’s reputation is 
only in danger from their fupport. 

P © Seer. Why that’s true—and that attack now on you the other 
ay 
© Sir Fretful. What? where? 

* Dangle. Aye, you mean in a paper of Thurfday; it was com- 
pletely 1!l-natur'd to be fure. 

* Sir Fretful. O, fo much the better.—Ha! ha! ha!—-I wou’da’t 
have it otherwife. ; 

« Dangle. Certainly it is only to be laugh’d at; for—— 

* Sir Fretful. —You don’t happen to recollect what the fellow faid, 
do you? 

* Sneer. Pray, Dancle—Sir Fretful feems a little anxious—— 

© Sir Fretful, —O lud, no!—anxious,—not I,—not the leaft.—I 
But one may as well hear you know. 

§ Dangle, Sneer, do you recollect ?—Make out fomething. [4/4 
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« Seer. I will, [to Dangée.] Yes, yes, I remember pere 


Aly. 

” Sir Fretful. Well, and pray now—Not that it fignifies —what 
might the gentleman fay ? 

© Sneer. Why, he roundly afferts that you have not the flighteft in- 
vention, or original genius whatever; tho’ you are the greateft trae 
ducer of all other authors living, 

‘ Sir Friiful. Ha! ha! ha!—very good! 

‘ Saecr. ‘That as to Comepy, you have not one idea of your own, 
he believes, even in your common place-book—where ftray jokes, 
and pilfered witticifms are kept with as much method as the ledger of 
the LosT-and-STOLEN*OFFICE. 

‘ Sir Fretful. —Ua! ha! ha!—very pleafant! 

‘ Sneer. Nay, that you are fo unlucky as not to have the fkill even 
to eal with taite.—But that you glean from the refufe of obfcure vo- 
umes, where more judicious plagiarifts have been before you; fo that 
the body of your work is a compofition of dregs and fediments—like 
a bad tavern’s worft wine. 

‘ Sir Fretful. Ha! ha! 

‘ Sneer, |n your more ferious efforts, he fays, your bombaft would 
be lefsintolerable, if the thoughts were ever fuited to the expreffion ; 
but the homelinefs of the fentiment ftares thro’ the fantaftic encum- 
brance of its fine language, like a clown in one of the new uniforms! 

© Sir Fretful. Ha! ha! 

© Seer. That your occafional tropes and flowers fuit the general 
coarfene‘s of your ftile, as tambour {prigs would a ground of linfey- 
wolfey; while your imitations of Shakfpeare refemble the mimicry 
of Falftaff’s Page, and are about as near the ftandard of the original. 

* Sir Fretful. Ha! . 

© Sneer. —In fhort, that even the fineft paffages you fteal are of no 
fervice to you; for the poverty of your own language prevents their 
afimilating ; fo that they lie on the furface like lumps of marl ona 
barren moor, excumbering what it is not in their power to fertilize!— 

© Sir Fretful. (After great agitation.) —Now another perfon would 
be vex’d at this. 

* Sneer. Oh! but I wou’dn’t have told you, only to divert you. 

* Sir Fretful. I know it—I om diverted,—Ha! ha! ha!—not the 
leaft invention !—Ha! ha! ha! very good!—very good! 

* Sneer. Yes—no genius! Ha! ha! ha! 

* Dangle. A fevere rogue! Ha! ha! ha! But you are quite right, 

Sir Fretful, never to read fuch nonfenfe. 
_ © Sir Fretful. To be fure—for if there is any thing to one’s praife, 
it is a foolith vanity to be gratified at it, and if it is abufe,—why one 
is always fure to hear of it from one damn’d good-natur’d friend or 
another f 








Enter Servant. 

‘ Serv. Sir, there is an Italian gentleman, with a French inter- 
preter, and three young ladies, and a duzen muficians, who fay they 
are fent by Lapy Ronpgau and Mrs. Fuce, 

* Dangle, Gadfo! they come by appointment. Dear Mrs. Dangle 
do let them know I'll fee them direlly. 
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¢ Mrs. Danglee You know, Mr. Dangle, I fhan’t underfland g 
word they fay. 

‘ Dangle, But you hear there’s an interpreter. 

© Mrs, Dangle. Well, Vil try to endure their complaifance till you 
come. [ Exit, 

¢ Serv. And Mr. Purr, Sir, has fent word that the laft rehear{a} 
is to be this morning, and that he'll call on you prefently. 

© Dangle. That’s true—I fhall certainly be at home. [Exit Servant, ] 
Now, Sir Fretful, if you have a mind to have juftice done you in the 
way of anfwer—Egad, Mr. Purr’s your man. 

© Sir Fretful. Pthaw! Sir, why thould [ with to have it anfwered, 
when [ tell ycu I am pleafed at it? 

* Dangle, True, I had forgot that.—But I hope you are not fretted 
at wha: Mr, Sneer—— 

‘ Sir Fretful, —Zounds! no, Mr. Dangle, don’t I tell you thefe 
things never fret me in the leatt. 

‘ Dangle. Nay, 1 only thought 

© Sir Fretful. —Aud let me tell you, Mr. Dangle, ’tis damn’d af. 
fronting in you to fuppofe that I am hurt, when I tell you I am rot. 

© Sneer. But why fo warm, Sir Fretful ? 

* Sir Fretful, Gadflife! Mr. Sneer, you are as abfurd as Dangle ; 
how often muft I repeat it to you, that nothing can vex me but your 
fuppofing it poflible for me to mind the damn’d nonfenfe you have 
been repeating to me'—and let me tell you, if you continue to be- 
ieve this, you muft mean to infult me, gentlemen—and then your 
difrefpe@ will aifeft me no more than the news-paper criticifms—and 
] ‘hall treat it—with exactly the fame calm indifference and philofo- 
phic contempt—and fo your fervant. [ Exit. 

‘ Sacer, Ha! ha! ha! Poor Sir Fretful! Now will he go and vent 
his philofophy in anosymous abufe of all modern critics and authors 
—But, Dangle, you mult get your friend Purr to take me to the re- 
hearlal of his tragedy. 

* Dangle. Vil aafwer for’t, he'll thank you for defiring it. But 
come and help me to judee of this mufical family; they are recom- 
mended by people of coniequence, I affure you. 
© Sneer. Lam at your difpofal the whole morning—buat I thought 
you had been a decided critic in mniic, as well as in literature ? 

‘ Dangle. So lam—buti have a bad ear.—Efaiih, Sneer, tho’, I 
am afraid we were a little too fevere on Sir Fretful—tho’ he is my 
friend. 

‘ Sneer. Why "tis certain, that unneceffarily to mortify the vanity 
of any writer, is a cruelty which mere dulnefs never can deferve; but 
where a bafe and perfonal malignity ufurps the place of literary emu- 
lation, the aggreflor deferves neither quarter nor pity. 

‘ Dargie. \hat’s trae egad !—-:ho’ he’s my friend.’ 

Tais dramatic piece is ufhered in by a well-turned Dedicae 
tion to Mrs. Greville, and a well-turned Prologue, by the Ho- 
nourable Richard Fitzpatrick. We do not quite comprehend, 
why this drama is entitled The Critic. ‘ad 
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Ant. VIL The Blefings of Polygamy di/played, in en affectionate 
Addrefs to the Rev. Martin Madan, occafioned by his late Work 
cattled Thelyphthorae By Richard Hill, Efq. 8vo. 3s. Dilly. 


1781. 
HEN Thelyphthora was firft publifhed, we were appre- 


henfive that the Author’s name would carry confiderable 
weight with it among a certain clafs of people, who had long 
held his abilities and learning in high eftimation, and his piety 
ard orthodoxy in profound reverence. We fhould have been 
extremely concerned to have fcen thofe, whofe minds had been 
tinctured with his fpiritual maxims, fo far perverted by his car- 
nal ones, as to have added libertini{m to enthufiafin, under the 
fanétion of his authority. Some of his original admirers have 
adopted his fyftem; and one clergyman, in particular, hath 
publicly avowed and vindicated it, in its utmoft extent. Never- 
thelefs, we are happy to find, that his profelytes among the pro- 
felfars of religion have been very few: and with pleafure We in- 
form the Public, that the Methodifls in genera! loudly execrate 
Mr. Madan’s principles, and bitterly lament over his melan- 
choly defection from the purity of Chriftian truth. 

Among the moft refpectable opponents of Thelyphthora, in 
this line, is the ingenious and worthy Author of the prefen 
woik, We have read this /ddrefs with pleafure and fatif- 
faction. ‘The argumentative part is, in gencral, folid and ju- 
dicious ; and the lighter part is entertaining and {prightly. The 
language, nig not remarkable for its elegance, Is éafy and 


eripicuous ; and the knowledye difplayed in ity though not ex- 
y 

tenfive, is accurate. But its os praife is found in the fpirit 

with which it is conduéted. Ve fee the zeal of the Chrittian 


embellifhed with the tes of the gentleman; and the 
poignancy of criticifm foftened by the affection of fi iendthip. 
Mr. Ell having expofed Mr. Madan’s pervertion of a variety 
of texts of Scripture, obferves, that ‘ after much pains, indecd, 
to ftate a diftinGion between the hufoind and wife being really 
two, and numerically two, Mr. Madan feems to wonder at wnat 
he calls ** the deger dersain of thofe who fuppofe that the hufbind 
and wite mean on! y two perfons, or two and no more,” Bur, 
fays our Author, the are of lererd mon is much more to be ad- 
mired in _ who can change o Cu0, they twa, Into, they threl, 


yr +7. “AS i 

OF ticy four, juft as he pleates; and who, by the fame art, can 
ass SA? 

reduce Sulomon and his feven hundred wives into a dvo, they 
4-5 
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e Apofle Pay] alludes to that original text, Gen. it. 24. 
in his E viftle to the Ephcfians, ch.v. 21 ‘where he is treating of 
that love and union which o: ioht to Cubitt between the hufband 

énd the wife. © For this caule {ball a nian leave his father and 
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mother, and fhall be joined to his wife, and they two fhall be 
one flefh.” And then he adds—** This is a great myftery, but 
I fpeak concerning Chrift and the Church.” Nothing can be 
clearer, nothing more reftri€tive of one man to one woman, and 
one woman to one man, than thele words of the Apoftle. But 
my friend would draw a conc}ufion io his favour from this text, 
by obferving that the Church or Spoufe of Chrift, being made 
up of many members, and having only one hufband, therefore the 
analogy between Chrift and his Church is much better fupported 
by the Polygamift than by the Monogamift. But he fhould ré- 
collect, that though believers, which conftitute the fpoufe of 
Chrift, are indeed many, when confidered individually ; yet, when 
confidered collectively (in which light the Scripture always doth 
confider them), they are ftillonly one Bopy. Unlefs therefore 
my friend can prove (what the amorous Polygamiit would not 
wifh him to prove), that a man may have three or four wives, 
and thefe wives have but one body among them, the argument on 
which he hangs his conclufion is no better than a rotten rope, 
which being pulled too tight, fnaps in the middle, and—down 
drops Polygamy !” 

On that paflage in 1 Cor. 7. ** Defraud ye not one the other, 
except it be with confent, for a time.” [i. e. deprive not one ano- 
ther of the folace of the conjugal embrace, unle/s it be by mutual con- 
fent, for a limited time, for the fake of fome devotional or prudential 
purpofe.] Mr. Hill propofes the following very pertinent que- 
ries: 1. © Can more than two perfons pofibly be included in 
thofe words, ‘* one the other?” 2. Is not the confent of the 
wife as much included as the confent of the hufband, in the 
Apoftle’s injunction? 3. Doth not a hufband more effedtually 
defraud a wife of the rights of the marricee bed, by taking ano- 
ther woman, than by continence? In the former cafe, he de- 
frauds her pofitively ; in the latter, only iegatively. 4. Was there 
ever an affectionate wife in the world that would give her free 
confent to be fo defrauded °’ 

Mr. Madan’s chief object is to eftablith this pofition—** that 
the Law of God is unalterable, and that polygamy is a part of 
that Law.” Mr. Hill hath proved that this poficion is falla- 
cious: and hath fhewn, by feveral ftriking inftances, that alter- 
ations have been made in the Law by the exprefs authority of 
God himfelf, even in matters that refpect not only the polity of 
the ftate, but the morality of domeftic life. He inftances, in the 
Jaw refpecting divorces, a circumftance, which we have hereto- 
fore noted as utterly irreconcileable with Mr. Madan’s unqua- 
lifed pofition. Another initance, which we think is adduced 
with particular propriety, re{pects the alteration of the Sabbath. 
The origina! law, inferted in the body of the Ten Command- 
ments, is—'* the feventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord, apt 
phat 
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that in it the Lord refted from all his works,” &ec. ‘£ In con- 
formity (fays our ingenuous Author) with this early inftitution 
of the Sabbath as a day of reft, the ancient people of God, the 
Tews, obferved and hallowed the 7th day with the moft rigid 
feverity; and you yourfelf bring fome terrible examples of God’s 
jealoufy over this law of the Sabbath, as contained in the 4th 
Commandment, and of his indignation againft the breakers of 
it: particularly in the fearful cafe of the man who was ordered 
to be ftoned to death for gathering a few fticks on the Sabbath- 
day. But he who ts Lord of the Sabbath hath thought fit to 
change his own inftitution, and the day on which he rofe from 
the dead, viz. the firft day of the week, is now the great Chriftian 
Sabbath, as the 7th day was that of the Jews. Whether the 
Jewifh Sabbath were or were not typical of the Chriftian Sab- 
bath,‘ hath nothing to do with the prefent queftion. ‘The Sab- 
bath-day is plainly changed. A poor man may now as lawfully 
gather his fticks on a Saturday as on any other day; and none 
but a Jew, or a Sabbatarian, would deny him the privilege. 
Nay, if he were even to do it on a Sunday, efpecially for any 
neceflary purpofe, I cannot fuppofe that the rigor of the inftitu- 
tion of the Sabbath fo far fubfifts, as that he would thereby in- 
cur the wrath of God, any more than by kindling a fire for 
preparing his neceflary food on the Sabbath-day, which, how- 
ever, was pofitively forbidden under the Mofaic difpenfation.’ 
We thould beglad to fee Mr. Madan’s attempt to evade the 
force of this remark. It would require all his dexterity to avoid 
a confequence very unfavourable to his pofition. If he profeffes 
himfelf a Sabbatarian, he will cut the argument fhort at once: 
and we have nothing to afk him farther ;—unlefs a queftion that 
may be deemed zmpertinent, becaufe we have nothing to do with 
aman’s private conduét, whether on a Saturday or a Sunday. 
If he fthould not chufe the alternative of Sabbatarianifm, we 
would afk him, if a manifeft and direé&t alteration had not taken 
place in the order of the Divine Law? And farther, we would 
afk him, if the reafon for keeping holy the feventh day, ** becaufe 
the Lord refted from all his works” en that day, be not entirely 
annulled by the Chriftian inftitution? If he fays ** Yes”—for 
what elfe can he fay ?—we would afk him farther—By whom 
was the alteration made? If he acknowledges any alteration, he 
muft recur to divine authority to eftablifh the proof of it. We 
would then afk him, where the proof of the interpofition of that 
divine authority which is neceflary to credit fuch an alteration 
is to be met with? If he appeals to the New Teftament, we 
would afk him, if the alteration is founded on a direé? and pofi- 
#ve command? Jf he fails in producing fuch a clear and un- 
€quivocal evidence from any direé&t and explicit command, 
we would finally afk him, if he did not find it abfolutely ne- 
U 4 ceflary 
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ceflary to reft his proof on the teflimony of the ancient Fathers 
of the Church ?—and whether, as that teftimony refers to a 
point of general and common practice, it ought not to be relied 
on as perfeétly fatisfactory ? 

For our parts, we firmly believe, that an alteration hath ac- | 
tually taken place:—that the rea/on alleged for keeping holy 
the feventh day, is no longer obligatory on mankind ;—that fa 
far the Moral Law itfelf hath been difpenied with, and a new 
inftitution hath taken place in the room cof the old. We be. 
lieve too, that the /pecific evidence on which the proof of this 
alteration is founded, canact be produced from the New Tefta- 
ment, but muft be fought for in the writings of the earlier Fa- 
thers of the Chriftian Church: and that their concurrent and 
clear teftimony is perfectly fufficient to fatisfy all eandid Chrif- 
tians, of every denomination, through every age of time. B 
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Art. VII. The Cobier's Letter to the Suthor of Thelyphthcra. Ine 
tended as a Supplement to Mr. Hill’s Addrefs, intitled The 
Bieflings, &c. [Seethe preceding Articie.] 8vo, 1s. Dilly178¢. 


, AR. Madan, in a letter addrefled to Mr. Hill, at the con- 
clufion of his gd volume of Thelyphthora, affeéts to 

treat his friend’s learning, particularly in the Hebrew Scrip- 
tures, with contempt, and infolently applies to him the old 
adage, ne futor ultra crepidam—‘ let not theygeller go beyond 
his laft.”” Hence Mr. Hil!, in a vein of miffeted humour and 
condetcenfion, hath adepted the character beftowed cn him ina 
moment of mingled chagrin and difdain. In this little pam- 
phlet, our lively and fenfible Author hath renewed his attack 
with frefly fpirit; detected tne fophiftry of Mr. Madan with 
great acutencis; antwered the objections with much folidity; 
and expofed the licentiouincfs and folly of his fyfem of marriage 
and polygamy with the united force of ridicule and argument, 
> and will have the thanks of every one who 
values truth more than chicane; and thinks the partialities of 
private friendthip ought to yicld to the general interefts of fo- 
ciety, and the particular obligations of that doctrine which is 


according ta godlinefs. RB : kc 
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IX. Seh& Diffirtaticns from the Amocnitates Academie, A 


Ax Te 
Supplement to Mr. Stitding flect’s Tracts relating to Nerural Hifory. 
‘Dra ilared by the Rev. FL. J. Brand, M A. in Two Volaures. 


ae 


Vol. ll. Svo. 5s. 3d. Boards. Kobinfor. 1781. 
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OAHE Poblic are well acquainted with the Mifcellaneous 
£ Tratts, formerly {clected, from the volumes of the Ama 
miates Scadeiice which had then been publifhed, by the late in- 
genious 
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genious Mr. Siullingfleet. The limits impofed upon him by 
his plan, which was chiefly confined to betany, hufbandry, and 
medicine, prevented him from enlarging and enriching bis col- 
lection by the admiffion of feverai curious papers relative to Zoo- 
loov, as weil as to other fubjeéts of a general nature. This 
omifion has been fupplied by the Author of the prefent Collec- 
tion; whofe undertaking is the more acceptable, as the irft vo- 
lumes of the original work are faid to be out of print; and as 
an additional volume has come out fince My. Stillingfleet’s pub- 
lication. 

The prefent Tranflator, who is likewife occafionally an An- 
notator, has divided the diflertations that are contained in this 
firlt volume into two clafies; the firft of which comprehends 
three papers on fubjects of a general nature; and the fecond in- 
cludes nine differtations on zoological fubjects. He has fre- 
guently exerciled his difcretion in omitting the florid introduc- 
tions which the original authors have fometimes prefixed to their 
diflertations ; as well as in abridging other paflages, and in di- 
ectting fome comparative defcriptions and collections of remarks 
into a tabular form. ‘To enable the lovers of natural hiftory to 
form fome fudgment of the contents of this compilation, we 
hall tranferibe the title of each diflertation, and occafionally fe- 
lect a few obfervations from them. 


DissERTATION I, On the Ufe of Natural Hiftory, by Matthew 
Aphonin, a Nobleman of Mofcow. 

In this differtation the noble Author has collected a variety of 
fele&t exa spies, to fhew the great utility that may be derived from 
the ftudy of natural hiftory, in its various branches ; particularly 
with refpect to agriculture, gardening, the raifing of woods, the 
rearing of cattle, the deftruction of infe€&ts and noxious animals, 
and other parts of rural economics. In treating of the intro- 
duction of exotic plants into Rufia, and other northern climates, 
the Author takes netice of the many abortive attempts that had 
been made to procure the tea fhrub, and of the final fuccefs of 
Linnzeus ; ‘fs that we may now promife ourfelves,’ fays the 
Author, * thar the tea plant will be in a little time as common 
in Europe as the Syringz, a native of the fame country.’ 

[na zste, the Trantiator adds, that no true tea plant had been 
introduced into Furope before the year 1763; that the oil with 
waich the feeds abound becomes rancid, in their paflage hither, 
and deftroys their vegerating power; that the plant which gene- 
tally gos under the mame of the Tea plant, in botanical gar- 
Censy is the Cajine; that Linnawus had regularly, for 20 years, 
fowed the feces withonr fuecefs: © but, by his inflruction, 
Unarles Guttavus Ekebere, Captain of a Swedifh veilel trading 
to China, fowed the frefh feeds in a garden-pot, before he lefe 

that 
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that coaft: the experiment fucceeded, and thefe, which were 
the firft tea plants imported into Europe, arrived fafe Odtober 35 
1763, and were fent to Upfal.’ 


Dissertation II. On the Increafe of the Habitable Earth: 
By Linnzus, 

In this philofophical romance, as it may very properly be called, 
Linnzus prefents us with a fanciful theory; the fubftance of 
which is, that this globe was originally covered by the fea, ex- 
cept a particular fpot, or fmall ifland, fituated under the equa- 
tor, named Paradife ; where Adam and Eve were created, and 
in which all the fpecies of vegetables were placed, and * only 
one fingle fexual pair of every {pecics of living things’ was in- 
cluded, and prevented from efcaping, by the furrounding ocean, 
till they had received their proper names from Adam, who muft 
doubtlefs have been greatly puzgled in finding and muftering 
thefe firft parents of the brute creation, particularly thofe of a 
roving difpofition, had the dry land been originally created of 
the fame extent as at prefent:—that, in this completely infu- 
Jated {pot, each vegetable would meet with its appropriate foil, 
and every animal find its proper climate ; becaufe it was placed 
under the line, and its beautiful plains were adorned with a 
Jofty mountain, on the top; fides, and bafis of which, vegetables 
might grow, and animals feed, peculiar to the frigid, tempe- 
rate, and torrid zone: —and laftly, that in confequence of cer- 
tain caufes, not here particularly indicated, the dry land, or 
ifland above mentioned: gradually expanded itfelf, and the fea 
as gradually retreated ; till the whole terragueous globe, on which 
we tread, and fail at prefent, aflumed that form which it now 
exhibits in our maps, 

In confirination of this whimfical hypothefis, and of the fup- 
pofed increafe of land, and diminution of the fea, the Author 
allezes the well-known obfervations of the fhells of fea filh 
found in calcareous mountains, now at a confiderable diftance 
from the fea fhore: and he relates particular inftances of certain 
fea ports and coafts in Eaft and Weft Bothnia and elfewhere, 
gradually deferted by the fea, at the rate of 4 inches 5 lines every 
ten ycars. 

To fhew the tendency to diminution, ia the watery parts of 
this globe, with refpect to furface, the Author defcends to rivers. 
—* The Sims and Xanthus, which watered the meadows of 
Troy, fo celebrated by the poets, are faid by Bellonius now to 
be fo diminifhed as not to be able to nourifh the {malleft fithes ; 
they are quite dry in fummer, and in winter ** have icarce water 
enough to fwim a goole.” 

The Tranflator, though fufficiently aware of the ftrong ob- 
jections tha: may be urged againit this hypothefis, has been = 
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far truck with this philofophical jeu d'e/prit, as to think it worth 
his while, in one of his notes fubjoined to this diflertation, to 
avail himfelf of the fuppofed convertibility of water into earth, by 
means of trituration and diftillation, or evaporation; and has 
accordingly been at the pains, on fome data furnifhed by Boyle 
and (ome more modern philofophers, to calculate how much the 
height of the fea is diminifhed every year, or every century, by 
the tranfmutation of its water into earth, by evaporation only ; 
without taking into the account the quantity fuppofed to be 
tranfmuted, by means of trituration, which he confiders as not 
attainable. —If-he had recollected Fontenelle’s inftructive tale of 
the Silefian child with the golden tooth, he probably would not 
have expended fo much algebra upon the fubject *. 

To obviate one difficulty attending this hypothefis, particue 
larly that of concciving how the vegetables originally contained 
in the Paradifaical ifland above mentioned could be fo diflemi- 
nated, as afterwards to cover the whole face of the earth; Lin- 
neus produces fever] curious inftances, to fhew the various 
and wonderful methods which the Author of Nature has proe 
vided for their difperfion and propagation: particularly by 
means of the winds, rains, rivers, the fea, heat, birds and other 
animals, and the ftructure of their own feeds and feed veffels. 
The following paragraph contains fome curious examples rela- 
tive to the laft head. 

* Seeds themfelves fometimes endeavour to afift their projec- 
tion to adiftance. The Crupina is a fpecies of centaury, its 
feeds are covered over with erect briftles, by whole affiftance it 
creens and moves about in fuch a manner, as it is by no art to 
be kept in the hand. If you confine one of them between the 
flocking and the foot, it creeps out either at the fleeve or neck- 
band, travelling over the whole body.—If the bearded oat, after 
harveft be left with other grain in the barn, it extricates itfelf 
from the g/ume’—fthe hufk, or chaff] ¢ nor does it ftop its pro- 
grefs till it gets to the walls of the building.—Hence the Darle- 
carlian, after he has cut and carried it into his barn, in a few 
days finds all the glumes empty, and the oats feparate from 
them: for every oat has a fpiral ari/fa, or beard, annexed to it, 
waich is contracted in wet, extended in diy weather. When 
the fpiral is contracted, it drays the oat along with it; the arifia 
being bearded with minute hairs pointing downward, the grain 
neceflarily follows it: but when it expands again, the oat does 
not go back to its former place; the roughnefs of the beard the 
Contrary way preventing its return.—If you take the feeds of 
Equifetum, or fern, thefe being laid upon paper, and viewed in 
imicroicope, will be feen to leap over any minute obftacle, as 
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see M. Review, Vol. xxxvii. September 1767, pag. 173. 
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if they had feet ; by which they are feparated and difperfed one 

from another; fo that a perfon, ignorant of this property, would 

pronounce thefe feeds to be fo many mites, or {mall in. 

fects.” 

Dissertation III. On the Police of Nature: By Chrift, 
Daniel Wilcke. 

This paper contains fome we!l chofen inftances of the appear- 
ance of police, or {ubordination, obfervable in the feveral kinds 
of plants; fo that the number of the fpecics is pre‘erved, and 
their relative proportion to each other is kept within proper 
bounds. Marks of the fame provident oeconomy are likewile 
pointed out among the animal tribes; where, as the Tranflator 
obferves, * the apparent fcene of carnage carried on in nature 
by animals of prey, is not only fubfervient, but of abfolute ne- 
ceflity to the preferving of the order of things in that perfection 
in which it Was created ; and which fubiifts alone by maintain- 
ing the number of ipecies, and the relative proportion of the in- 
dividuals of each, unaltered.’—As a fpecimen, we fhall tranfcribe 
a paragraph or two relating to the operations of thofe numerous 
© miniffers cf nature,’ the infects. 

© § 14. “Tne Phalena Strebilela has the fir cone aMfoned to 
it to depofic its ergs upon; the young caterpillars, coming out 
of the fhell, confume the cone and fuperfluous feed ; but left 
the deftruction fhould be too general, the Lchucumon Strobilelle 
lays its egzs in the caterpiilar, inferting its long tail in the 
openings of the cone, til] it touches the included infect, for its 
body is too large to enter: thus it fixes its minute cg upon the 
caterpillar, which, being hatched, deftroys it. But left it 
fhould multiply to the total extermination of the former fpecies, 
the Lehneuinon Adfoderator, a very {mall infect, enters into the 
cone, and lays its eggs upon the caterpillar of the Lbneumon 
Sirobilella, which, being hatched, devour it, We owe this dif- 
covery to DD. Rolander.’ 

“$45. ‘The caterpillars of the Phalenz, which fubfift upon 
trees and herbs, have alfo other infects fet over them, The 
Carabi [fpecics of beetie}] get by night upon the branches of the 
trees, and devour what caterpillars they find, as Reaumur ine 
forms us. “Thofe who raife fruit-trecs cannot practife a better 
expedient to free themfelves from caterpillars, than to collect 
thofe infects, and place their egys at ‘the foot of the tree; which 

eing hatched, will execute their office in the police of nature, 
and devour them.’ 

‘ § 16, Wherever any putrid matter is colleSed, certain in- 
fects are gathered together by it, whofe brood devour tt, and 
prefently purify the place. Goats drop their eges over impure 
and putrid water, the Aufca putris {berkenhout, 176. 17+] in 
mire, the JLu/ca dontefiica | houfe-Ay} ia dunchills, and others in 
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dead carcafes: but left thefe fhould multiply beyond proper li- 
mits, fome vigilant overfcers arc appointed over them 3 the fpider 
weayes innumerable webs upon every bufh; the A [hornet- 
fly] fuck their blood; and the dragon-fly catches them where- 
ever he flics.’ 

¢§ 19. Fifa in the waters partly fubfif upon plants, partly 
by prey; thofe devour aquatic vegetables, thefe the worms and 
infects they find there; but left they fhould be entirely extir- 
pated by them, there are fifh of prey who thin the tnhabitants of 
the waters, and harafs their numerous fhoals. “The {mailer fifh 
would be able to avoid them by turning frequently, and the ex- 
cellence of their fins, if their number did not hindcr their efcape. 
Thofe which do not multiply in that abundance, are armed with 
fyines to keep off their enemies. The bodies of dead fifh, in the 
bottom of the water, are perforated by eels, and devoured by the 
Myxine, befide crabs and fome infects: fothat here likewife we 
fee the greateft attention employed to preferve purity, as well as 


proportional number.’ 


DissERTATION 1V. On the Rhendeer: By Cha, Fred. Hoff- 
berg, of Stockholm. 

This differtation contains a defcription of this animal; to- 

ether with fome curious particulars of the manner of living 


and habits of the Laplanders, 


DisserTATION V. On the Migration of Birds: By Cha, Dan. 
Ekmarck. 

Among the various caufes of the migration of birds, the Au- 
thor reckons the numberlefs {warms of gnats generated in the 
Northern lakes, on the melting of the fnow ; and which furnifh 
plenty of food to the birds which return into the Northern coun- 
tries at the beginning of fpring and fummer.—* The long days 
and bright nights, which we enjoy in fummer, furnifh them 
with an opportunity of feeding themfelves and their voracious 
young. Our obfcure and immenfe woods protect them from 
the buftle and fear of men, and offer them a convenient refuge 
and habitation, The heats of the South of Europe compel 
miny who have a thick plumage, mixed with down, and parti- 
cularly the Anferes [Order 3. Water-fowl], to {eek a ceoler cli- 
mate in fummer.—Cuilom and the place of their nativity has 
[have] alfo much force in it: they return to the places in 
which they had lived before, which abounded with provifions 
for them and their young, and with other advantages, to enjoy 
the fame commodioufne/s again. We frequently fee the ftork, 
year ater year, hatching in the fame neft which fhe had once 
cccupiced, I have obferved the fame lame ftarling, cicht years 
tovether, make her neft in one hollow alder; though fhe was 
alent asthe winter, It is at leaft fix years fince I have noted 
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the fame Keftril always returning to lay in one hole in an old 
tower; andtwo A@oticillz albe [white water-wagtal! ] have built 
in a laurel tree in the Phyfic gardens at Upfal, for thefe laft fix 
years, ‘They are now become as tame as barn-door fowls, not 
flying from man; which fufficiently diftinguifhes them from al] 
others, as they are generally very timid.’ 

We are rather furprifed to find the Author, in the following 
paragraph, denying the migration of the fwallow and martin ; 
and at the fame time {peaking fo decifively of their fuppofed re- 
treat under water, in the winter. Here is the whole of what he 
fays on a queftion which, we apprehend, is fti]l controverted 
among the naturalifts. “Che procefs of their immerfion is rae 
ther whimfical ; though we think we have met with it before, 

¢ The Hirundo ru/ftica [{wallow] and Uréica [martin] pafs the 
winter under water. In the latter part of September, they refort 
in great flights to the lakes and rivers. A fingle bird firft lights 
upon a reed or bulrufh, then a fecond, and a third, until it be 
bent down with their weight, and finks into the water with 
them. They emerge again about the ninth of May, at the com- 
mencement of the pleafanteft part of the year.’ 

We formerly took occafion to offer an ingenious hint on this 
fubje& propofed by a friend ; and which feems to furnifh a ftrong 
objeétion to the hypothefis that the {wallow retires under water 
during the winter: unlefs indeed it fhould be alleged that this 
fpecies of birds does not moult. [See M. Review, Vol. L. 
April 1774, pag. 285; and Mr. Cornifh’s remarks on our ob- 
fervation, in our 55th volume, Auguft 1776, p. 117. ] 


DisserTATION VI. On the Bite of Serpents: By John Gufta- 
vus Acrell, 

The well-informed Reader will not meet with much novelty 
inthis differtation ; unlefs we except what the Author fays un- 
der the head of * Charming Serpents’ [the charming of ferpents]. 
—* Pliny, Ovid, and many of the ancients,’ fays the Author, 
‘inform us, that the Ophifgenes of Afia, the Pfylli of Libia, 
and the Marfi of Italy, were celebrated for charming ferpents, 
and curing their bite. ‘Thefe people handled the moft venomous 
ferpents, without receiving any hurt; and healed their bites by 
fucking out the poifon. Haflelquift relates, as an eye-witnels, 
that fuch a clafs of people ftill fubfift, and exercife their art to 
this day in Egypt. Its /ecrets are preferved with the greateft 
fidelity, nor has any bribe been able to prevail upon them to dif- 
clofe them.’ 

¢ Jacquin, who is upon his return ‘rom India, has informed 
the Prefident, by letter, that he has purchafed the fecret of 
charming ferpents. We are yet ignorant whether this is ef- 
fected by chewing the plant which he has named the Ari/e- 
lochia Anguicida {Mexican Ariftolochia], or by fome other 
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means: but we hope, that Jacquin will foon reveal this fecret 


»o the wifhes and curiofity of the cultivators of natural hifto- 


ay that we could hope to be able to infer from M. Jacquin’s 


| intelligence, which muft have been long fince received, is, that 
there {ubfift impudent quacks, and credulous dupes, in Egypt 
as well as in Europe. —T hus, if a philofophical miffionary from 
the Grand Lama, or the Emperor of China, were to refide in 
London a week; he might, like M. Haflelquift, be enabled to 
‘form his Sacerdotal or Imperial Highnefs, on his return, that 
he here too had met with a fet of fages who datly avowed pre- 
tenfions equal at leaft to thofe of the Egyptian forcerers; and 
who, like them, could not be prevailed upon to difclofe the fee 


crets of their art. 
DissERTATION VII. On Infeéts, Oration: By Linnzus. 


DisseRTATION VIII. The Flora of Infeéts: By Jonas Gufta- 
vus Forffahl. 

In the firft of thefe two memoirs, Linnzus, in a concife 
manner, exhibits fome of the more ftriking properties, habi- 
tudes, or manners, of particular infects.—In the next diflerta- 
tion, the principal defign of the Author is to indicate thofe par- 
ticular plants, or fingle parts of plants, which conftitute the 
food of particular infeéts ; with a view principally to promote 
and direct the refearches of the naturalift, phyfician, gardener, 
&c, 

DissERTATION IX. On Noxious Infecis: By Michael 

A. Baeckner. 

In this eflay the Author confiders and clafles infe&ts accord- 
ing to the injuries they do to animals, and to man perfonally ; 
as well as to our victuals, clothes, furniture, &c. to fruit trees, 
hhrubs, foreft trees, the kitchen garden, and the fields. Under 
the laft head, the Author takes notice of an obfervation made by 
Linnaeus, who ¢ difcovered that the AZufca hordei every year dee 
froyed at leaft one fifth part of the corn in the public granaries, 
or 100,000 tuns.” From the fhort enumeration of their ravages 
here given, and which, according to the Author, are too little 
attended to, they appear to be truly formidable. 


Dissertation X. Miracula Infeftorum: By Emanuel Avelin. 


This paper may be confidered as a fupplement to the three 
preceding it, 


Dissertation XI. On the Silk Worm: By John Lyman. 


_In this differtation the Author gives the natural hiftory of this 
infect, and of its food, the mulberry ; with a view to fhew, that 
the filk worm may be bred in Sweden: where, in confequence 
of the introduétion of the red mulberry into that kingdom, by 
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the celebrated Profeffor Kalm, fome filk has been produced by 
no means cf an inferior quality. 

Dissertation XI]. Effay on Corals: By Henry Fouge, 

This difleritat' on, extracted from tine 1f{t volume of the Amenis 
tates, was conf quently publifhed many years ago, and at a time 
when the true nature of thefe heteroclite beings had not been fo 
fatisfactorily afcertained by Ellis, following the footfteps of Pey- 
_ fonelle, and Fujficu. He, as the Lranflator obferves, * went more 
extenfively into the fubject; and the finifhed elegance of his 
drawings has, in fome degree, enabled his work to caft the mee 
mory of his two predeceflors (who had at leaft the honour of 
anticipating the outline of his difcoveries) into a kind of fhade.’ 

This diflertation terminates the preiont volume. We fhall 
only exprefs our wifhes that the . ranilator may proceed to com- 
plete his plan; the execution of which cannot fail of being ace 
ceptalic to the numerous lovers of natural hiftory in this coun- 
try, who have not an opportunity, or are not qualified, to confule 
the original work. 





FOREIGN LITERATURE. 
GrRMANY and the NORTH. 


ArT. I. 

Ty E la Litierature Ailemande; &e. i. e. A Letter concerning 

German Literature: the Defects with which it is chargeable, 
the Caufes from whence thefe Defects proceed, and the Means of cor- 
recling them. vo. Berlin, i780. This new production of 
a RoyAL AvuvYHOR, who takes up the pen when he has 
fheathed the fword, is fuperior, in point of ftile and expref- 
fion, to alinoft ali his preceding publications; but whether it is 
to be confidercd as a fair reprefentation of the prefent ftate of 
literature in Germany, is another queflion. ‘This queftion we 
make no fort of icruple of determining in the negative. Be- 
tween twenty and thirty years ago the reprefentation would have 
been juft; but the face of Jiterature has undergone fuch remark- 
able and advantageous alterations in mo/?f of its features fince that 
period, that the portrait before us is rather a caricature, than a 
refembiance of tts original, 

Neu Hiftorijche Athandlungen der Baierifchen Academie der 
Wiffenjcbaften, 1 e. New Lhtflorical Memairs of the Bavarian 
ficademy of Sciences. sft Vol. Munich. 1779. This is 
the fit volume of a new feries of memoirs, beginning with 
the epocha of the acceffion of Charles- Theodore, Elector Pa- 
Jatine, to the duchy of Bavaria Vhe academy was formed in 
the year 1759, by the Ele&tor Maximilian III. ; its memoirs 
have never been very interetling ; but the volume before vs 
furpali.s 
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furpaffes moft of the preceding in aridity and nothingnefs. 
The hiftorical, diplomatical, ecclefiaftical, lafontcal points 
which are difcuffed in it, cannot be interefting beyond the circle 
to which they relate, if we except the firft Memoir concerning 
the Dukes of Bavaria, who preceded the time of Charlemagne, 
which contains the principal exploits of thefe princes, and is 
connected with the ancient hiftory of the German empire. 

Ill. Rheinifche Beitrage zur Gelehrfamkeit, &c. i.e. Contri- 
butions to Literature and Science from the Borders of the Rbine. 
This is the only way we can tranflate without exciting a fmiie, 
the title of the excellent and inftruGtive literary Journal, pub- 
lifhed at Manheim by Meffrs. HAEFFLIN and Mepixkus, and 
which contains a variety of interefting articles. In the volume 
before us there is an accountof the colleétions of claffic authors, 
that are coming forth fucceffively from the rival prefles of A/Zan- 
heim and Deux-ponts, and which are remarkable for their cor- 
re€tnefs and typographical elegance. ‘There are alfo in this vo- 
lume feveral articles relative to philofophy, natural hiftory, and 
the arts. Of thefe we fhall mention one, which does honour 
to a celebrated Englifh aftronomer, and an eminent Englifh 
artift; it is Mr. AZayer’s account of the pendulum vibrating fe- 
conds, of which the Elector Palatine made a prefent to the ob- 
fervatory of Manheim, and which was made by Mr. Arnold, 
watch-maker in London, under the infpection of Mr. Adafke- 
lyne. According to the teftimony of Mr. Mayer, electoral af- 
tronomer, this pendulum ig fo accurate, that, from the 16th of 
September to the 16th of December, it fcarcely underwent the 
alteration of more than a fecond. Inthe year 1753, the famous 
Mr. Short expreffed in the Philo/ophical Tranfaéctions, his furprize, 
that, from the 22d of February to the 6th of May, he had ob- 
ferved, in his pendulum, only a minute of alteration in a varia- 
tion of heat of 10 degrees during thefe 69 days. In the prefent 
cafe, during a longer interval, the variation of heat was 20 de-~ 
grees, and, meverthelefs, Mr. Mayer, and his affiftant Mr. 
Metzger, obferved lefs alteration in the pendulum. This inftru- 
ment is therefore by much fuperior to that of the obfervatory of 
Gottingen, which, according to the report of Mr. Kae/iner, va- 
ried two minutes and a fecond, from the month of January, to 
the month of Auguft.—See another account of Mr. Mayer’s let- 
ter, in our Review for July. | 

IT AL Y. 

TV. Congetture Meteorologiche, &c. i.e. Meteorological Con- 
jeétures. By M. Lawrence Picnotri, Profeflor of Natural 
Philofophy in the Univerfity of Pifa.—Dedicated to the Grand 
Duke of Tufcany, &c. an 8vo. of 192 Pages. Flosence. 
1781, One of the principal points difcufled in this ingenious 
Work is that famous queftion, Why, in dufky and rainy weather, 
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the fluid column of the barometer defcends, and the air, conft~ 
quently, has o. weight than in dry and clear weather, in which 
the fame fiuid column rifes above its ordinary height? ‘Though 
M. Picnott1 acknowledges that the action of wind, that 
of heat, and the afcent of vapours and exhalations in the 
atmofphere may contribute to the variations of the barome- 
ter, in fome inftances, yet he afferts the infufficiency of thefe 
three caufes to account for the variation, fpecified in the quef- 
tion now mentioned : he enters into along and elaborate refuta- 
tion of the reafonings of the philofophers who have emphoyed thefe 
caufes to explain the phenomenon in queftion, and boldly affirms 
that its true caufe has been hitherto unknown.—But he has 
found it out—and according to him, the caufe which, on the 
approach of ratn, produces a change in the weight of the air, is 
the mixture of certain exhalations which then arife from the 
earth, with the atmofphere, which alter the quality of the air, 
render it noxious, and diminifh its elafticity, its weight, and its 
volume, as appears fom repeated experiments of Dr. Prieftley. 
Thefe exhalations arife, fays our Author, from a fubterraneous 
fermentation ; and the reafon he gives for their aptitude to di- 
minifh the weight and elafticity of the air, is, that the phlo- 
gifton, when introduced into the air which we breathe, decom- 
pounds its principles, and feparates from it one of its conftituent 
parts, i.e. fixed air, whofe fpecific gravity is much greater 
than that of common air, which, itfelf, has lefs weight than 
inflammable air, We fhall only obferve, farther, that the work 
before us contains feveral obfervations and experiments rela- 
tive, to the evaporation of fluids, the aétion of ait on water, and 
the caufes of earthquakes and volcanic eruptions, that mesit at- 
fention. 

V. Saggio di Eghghe Militari, &c. 3. e. Miltary Eclogues 
prefented to the Alexandrian Academy of Unmoveables. By the 
Abbé Jutro Corpara. Alexandria. 8vo. 1780. We 
have never before heard of foldiers introduced into eclogues but 
to pillage and plunder, to frighten fhepherds and fhepherdefles, 
to devour the hopes of the hufbandman, and to fpread diforder 
and confufion in the happy fcenes of rural tranquillity. But in 
‘the military Areadia of this Author, the fons of Mars. appear 
with honour, and their duties, obligations, and true glory are 
well defcribed. 

VI. Anecdote Hiflorigue de la Colonie Greqne, Sc, i.e. An 
Hifforical Anecdote, relative to the Grecian Coleny that fetled in 
Corfica in the Year 1676. By Mr. B.D. V. Cagliari. 8vo. 
2780. This Anecdote is interefting, and fo well related, that 
fhould it even prove fabulous, it muft ftill be efteemed enter- 
taining, as the Author is certainly an elegant and leasned 
‘writer, and has enriched his publication with feveral ~ ae 
pac 
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Jaced extracts from the Byzantine hiftory. The colony in 
queftion pretend, almoft all, to be the defcendants of Alexis 
Comnene, who mounted the imperial throne of Conftantinople 
in the year 1081; and whofe fon, Stephen, fled to Pelopon- 
nefus to avoid the vengeance of his mother, whofe adulterous 
Jover he had affaffinated ; from whence his pofterity fled to Cor- 
fica, from the victorious arms of Amurath IV, the Turkifh em-= 
peror, and fettled, with the confent of the Genoefe, at Ajaccio, 
where they are now under the jurifdiction of the Count de 
Marboeuf. ! 

VI. CayeTani Cari, J. U. D. Piftorienfis de Aéris Gra 
vitate ejufque Elaterio, Specimen Phyficum, &c. i.e. A Philofo- 
phical Effay concerning the Weight of the Air, and its Elaftcity, 
&c. There are feveral good obfervations in this work, con- 
eerning the air, and the variations of the barometer. The ex 
periments on the air are curious, well related, and feem to ftrike 
out fome fparks of new light. To thefe are fubjoined the de- 
fcription and analyfis of a pneumatic inftrument, which is 
adapted either to condenfe the air in a receiver, or to draw it 
from thence. This inftrument was invented by Dr. Defagu- 
liers; fo that the merit of the execution alone belongs to 
our Author. 
~ VIIL Fastorum Anni Romani a Verrio Flacco ordinatorum 
Reliquia ex Marmorearum Fabularum fragmentis Prenefle nuper 
effoffis colleéte et illuffrate, &c. i. e. Remains of the Fafti of 
the Roman Year, as they were arranged by Verrius Flaccus, col- 
lected and il'uftrated from the. Frazments of Marble Tables lately dug 
up at Pranefle: To which are added all the Fragments of the Works 
of Verrius Flaccus, which are extant, and the Roman Fa/fti of every 
Month, taken from the Marble Kalendars, that have hitherto 
been difcovered, collated together. By P. F. Focoini. Folio. 
Rome. 1780. It is known by the learned, that VERRiUs 
Fraccus, who was charged by Auguftus with the education of 
his grandfons, compofed a ferics of the Roman fa/fi, which 
was engraved on tables of marble, and expofed to the view of 
the Public at Praenefte. To recover thefe marbles Cardinal 
Stoppani, Bifhop of Przenefte, at the requeft of MJonfignor Foc 
GINI ordered feveral excavations to be made, by which the 
fragments of four tables only were difcovered in the year 1774, 
and of thefe M, Foggini has undertaken the explication in the 
work before us. Thefe fragments contain the fa/fi of January, 
March, April, and December, to which the learned Author, has 
added extracts from the other books and colleétions of fa/i that 
have efcaped the ruins of time, in order to render the feries as 
complete as was poffible. 

IX. Lettere del Signor Abbate Domenico Seftini, &c. i, e: Let- 
Hers written from Sicily and Turkey, to feveral Friends in Tuf= 













































































408 ForEIGN LIrERATURE. 


cany. By the Abbé D. Sestinr, Vols. I. If. WE. &vy 
Florence. 1780. The objeéts that are attentively paffed in 
review, in thefe Letters, are the natural hiftory, antiquities, cuf- 
toms, arts, and commerce of the countries from whence the in- 
genious Traveller writes, and his relations are compofed with 
fimplicity,. candour, and accuracy. ‘“Thefe three volumes carry 
the Reader no further than Sicily. The eleven firft letters con- 
tain an account of the Author’s voyage from Florence to Ca- 
tana, of the inhabitants and curiofities of this latter city, and 
more efpecially of the celebrated colleétion of antiquities and na- 
tural hiftory belorging to the prince Bifcaris, who has chofen 
our Abbé fer his library-keeper and antiquarian. The twelfth 
and chirteenth letters, which conclude this volume, treat of the 
amber and grain in Sicily.—The fecond volume contains eleven 
Letters, in which, among other things, the Author treats of 
the cultivation of the piftachio-nut, of its commerce, of the 
moft remarkable plants that grow in the environs of Taormina, 
Camerino, and Centorbi, of the afh tres and the manna they 
yield, as alfo of the olive-trees, and the manner of making oil, 
We find, likewife, in this volume a differtation of Dr. Toz- 
zetti, on two publications of Father Cupani, the titles of which 
are Orto Catolico, and Pamphyton.——-'Vhe principal contents of 
the third volume are a relation of two voyages to Mount Etna, 
accompanied with feveral obfervations on that famous volcano— 
an account of the Kali of Sicily, of its almond-trees, mulberry- 
trees, faffron, filk-worms, and other natural produdtions of that 
ifland, as alfo of the antiquities of Syracufe. ‘The Public may 
expect to be entertained, fome time hence, with letters written 
by this learned Abbé from other parts of the world, as he is 
actually travelling upon an extenfive plan, defigning, aftcr hav- 
ing pafled through Walachia, and Crim Tartary, to vifit feveral 
provinces of Afia and Africa, 

X. Storia della Letteratura Italiana; i.e. An Hiftory of Fae 
lian Literature. By Jerome Trrasoscnyi, Librarian to the 
Duke of Modena, and Profeffor in the Univerfity of that City. 
Vol. VILE. 4to. Modena. 1780. This eighth and laf 
volume of the Abbé TrraxposcHi’s ample work contains the 
Jiterary hiftory of the feventeenth century, and is not inferior in 
merit to the preceding volumes, which have been mentioned 
in the courfe of our Journal, — 

Rifleffioni imparziali fopra Pumanita degli Spagnuoli, &c. i. & 
Impartial Reflexions upon the HUMANITY of the Spaniards in the 
Weft Indies, defigned to refute fome pretended Philofophers and polt 
tical Writers, and to clear up Jeveral Things in the Hiftories o the 
Abbi Raynal, and Dr, Rabertfon. By the Abbé Don font 
Nuix. 12mo. Venice. 1781. We remember to have 


read, feveral years ago, an elaborate and fpirited DEFENCE - 
the 
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the maffacre that was perpetrated in France on St. Bartholo- 
mew’s day, and which, in :h> joint opinion of all !eéts and 
parties in fucceeding times, i.2* Seen confidered as one of the 
moft execrable fcenes that ever difgraced human nature. The 
defender of this maflacre was the Abbé Caveyrac; and the ex- 
iftence of his book fhews, that things in appearance impofhible, 
have really happened, and may happen again. This confidera- 
tion modifies, fomewhat, the inexpreflible aftonifhment we 
fhould have otherwile felt, in feceing the eighteenth century 
produce a vindication of the HUMANE condué of the Spaniards 
inthe Weft Indies, by a fecond Abbé de Caveyrac, under the 
enomination of JUAN Nurx. It is true (and candour obliges 
us to acknowledge it), that the enterprize of M. Nuix is much 
lefs indecent than that of M. Cavevrac; for the latter acknow- 
ledged the French murder, and ju/ifed it: whereas the former 
puts a negative on the records cf hiltory, and pretends that the 
cruelty of the Spaniards has been exaggerated even by Dr. Ro- 
bert{on. This, however, is a cw matter of furprize; for, if 
we are not iniltaken, the Doé!or has been accufed, by others, of 
rather foftening by gentle fhacirg, than exprefling with ftrong 
colouring the Spanifh exploits of conqueft and coaverfion. Be 
this as it may, M. Nurx, who ts a Knowing man, and a writer 
of uncommon merit witn refpect ro ftiic ond energy, maintains, 
with a brazen intrepidity, the five foliowing points:—ift, that 
the cruelties imputed to the Spaniarcs are fade, or have bec exe 
agerated by relations and witneff's that ccierve but Jitth credit. 
adly, that the violent encroachments of the Spaniards upon 
the liberty and pofleffions of the indians are groundiecfs ca- 
lumnics ; (bravo!)— ally, that tne ads of violence committed 
by the Spaniards (we thought from the preceding article that they 
had committed none) were much lels ce nfideredle than miche 
have been expected in their circumftances, and then theie 


which had been practifed by other nations:~ 4tuiy, that vie: 
ats of violence were the crimes of particular p :.onsy cv! 
were always condemned by the government, and by che not -: 
Sthly, that all the fufferings of the Americens wee cucd- 


antly compenfated by the /ignal advantages they enjo P 
the dominion of the Spaniards. We do not recollec?, is ine 
Courfe of our reading, any thing like thefe five audacious | 
here given to the faith of hiftory. It is true, they rehow: 
againit himfelf, and it were to be wifsed, that be felethem; iuc 
4 man muft fcarcely be fufceptible of any in enuous feelin, 
who, to juftify the ungrateful conduct of Feidinend, Kise «7 
pain, to Columbus, covers the latter with inveciise-, aad fevs 





s 
we 


7 he was rather the oppreflor, than the dticov: ter cf te FiCte 
he Abbé Nuix has parts and talents, but he eispioys taxon 
frangely, , 
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XI. Saggio Orittografico, &c. i. e. An Oryographical Effay, or 
Obfervations on the Nautilitic and Ammonitic Earths of Tufcany, to- 
gether with a philofophical Table of fall teflaceous Animals and cther 
Marine Foffils found in that Duchy, to illufirate the Work. By Fa- 
ther Don Amsroze SoLpANi. yto. 146 Pages, enriched 
with 25 Plates. Florence. 1789. One of the principal obje&s 
which the learned Author of this work has in view, is, to 
make known the natural produdtions which exift in feveral parts 
of Tufcany, more efpecially thofe ftones and earths, which 
contain the remains of a prodigious number of marine bodies, 
teftaceous, cruftaceous, and zoophytical. Among the various 

rata obfervable in the province of Sienna, there is a remark- 
able difference, with refpeét to the quantity of marine infeés 
and thell-fith, which they contain. ‘The cornua ammonis (called 
fnake-ftones by the common people) are fo numerous, that 
Janus Planeus counted above 6700 in fix ounces of mud taken 
from the borders of the fea of Rimini: this, however, is but 
little in comparifon with the difcovery of our Author, who, in 
in a tufa-earth of the fame weight counted 8000, befides a 
multitude of fmall teftaceous infeéts, whofe numbers could not 
be reckoned without the affiftance of a microfcope. After hav- 
ing divided into twelve portions, the remainder of the earth from 
which he had extraéted the larger cornua ammonis, the Abbé 
SOLDANI found in one of thefe portions nautilufes, and {maller 
cornua, amounting together to 1200; and the refult of his cal- 
culation comes to this, that the fix ounces of tufa-earth already 
mentioned, muft have contained above 22400 of thefe little 
animals. How furprifing foever this calculation may appear, it 
will not feem incredible to thofe who confider, what a prodigi- 
ous quantity of thefe minute beings pafs through a paper in 
which holes have been made with a needle of the fmalleft kind. 
One of the moft natural and evident confequences, that the 
Abbé SoLpANI deduces from his obfervations and experiments, 
is, that this whole country was formerly covered by the fea. 

XII. Nuove Sperienze Idrauliche, &c. i.e, New Hydraulic 
Experiments, made on Canals and Rivers, in order to afcertain the 
principal Laws and Phenomena of running Water. By the Abbé 
LeonarD XIMENES, Mathematician to his R, H. the Grand 
Duke of Tufcany, Corrcfpondent Member of the Royal Aca- 
demy of Sciences of Paris, &c. Ingto. 324 Pages. Sienna. 
wwso. ‘This work is defigned to throw new light on the theory 
of hydraulics, which has hitherto been principally founded on 
hyptheles. Experience is our Author’s guide. To know the 
velocities with which fluids move from their furface to their bot- 


tom (in which motion there are feveral variations) is abfolutely 


neceflary, in order to take with accuracy, the dimenfions of 
running waters. if, in the whole mafs of the fluid, its motion 
3 were 
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were uniform and permanent, thefe dimenfions would be at- 
tended with no fort of difficulty ; but the different velocities that 
have been obferved in different parts of the current, have, more 
or lefs, embarrafled this matter, It is true, laws and curves 
have been employed by learned men to exprefs, more effectually, 
the degrees and proportions of thefe velocities; but as thefe laws 
and curves, according to our Author, require the confirmation 
of experience, that fo theory may agree with practice, he has 
conftruéted a machine which is adapted to convey juft ideas of 
the different velocities in running waters ; this machine he calls 
ventola Idraulica, on account of its refemblance of the weather- 
vanes, that indicate the direction of the wind: as it yields with 
facility to the action of the fluid, it affifts the obferver in making 
a juft eftimate of the force and degree of impulfions, whether di- 
rect or oblique; and, when plunged at different depths it fhews 


the degrees and variations of velocity in the whole mafs of a' 


river or acanal. The defcription of this machine, and an enu- 
meration of the experiments which the Author made on three 
different currents, occupy the firft part of this work ; the fecond 
contains an explication of thefe experiments ; the third treats 


of all the queftions, relative to the theory of hydraulics, and the. 


application of this theory to practice, 
SWITZERLAND. 

XIII. Oeuvres de M. Etienne Falconet, Statuaire, &c. i. e. 
The Works of STEPHEN FALCoNET, Statuary, 6 Vols. in 
vo. Laufanne. 1781. Price 15 Livies (or 14 Shillings), 
This Author is the ingenious Artift, whom the Emprefs ot 
Ruffia employed to model and caft the equeftrian ftatue of 
Peter the Great. ‘Though more recommendable as an artift 
than as an author; he is far from being contemptible in the Jat~ 
ter quality ; but alfo far from being a firft-rate writer, The 
collection he here prefents to the Public, contains Differtations 
on feveral branches of the fine arts, Some of thefe pieces were 
publifhed before, at different times, fuch as his Reflexions on 
Sculpture—his Obfervations on the Horfe of the Equefirian Statue 
of Marcus Antoninus, and his Tranflatian of Three Books of Pliny’s 
Natural Hiftory, relative to the arts, which he partly illuf- 
trated, and partly criticized in a multitude of elaborate notes. 
He was criticized in his turn, and that feverely. His tran/lation 
of Pliny, and his motes upon that author, laid him’ more 
particularly open to cenfure; as the former betrayed a very 


confiderable ignorance of the Latin language, and the latter ~ 


dilcovered, in many places, a want of judgment, a petulan€, 
ipirit of fingularity and contradi@tion, and an arrogant tone of 
fuperiority and felf-fufficiency. ‘I'he critical rod feemed, 
however, not to: have adminiftered its corre@tion in vain:— 
he acknowledged the turpitude of his tranflation, and vamped, 
| & 4 | Ox 
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or got it vamped up anew, and gave it again to the Public, 
which received it with indulgence, and judged it tolerable in 
its new form. He corrected alfo his notes, and foftened the af. 
perity of his critical tone. All thefe publications make a new ap. 
pearance in the collection now before us, and are farther revifed, 
correéted, and improved. ‘They contain, certainly, a multitude 
of entertaining and inftructive facts, anecdotes, and obferva- 
tions, relative to the fine arts, and therefore deferve a place in 
the libraries of the virtuofi. Subjoined to this collection, we 
obferve a work of a different nature, which is now publifhed 
for the firft time. Its title is, Letters to Poflerity, and it cone 
tains the fubftance of a correfpondence that paficd between our 
Author, and the loquacious philofopher Diderot, concerning 
the regard which is due tothe judgment of poitcrity. Whe- 
ther the two writers will appear before that tribunal, or not, 
is a queftion we do not pretend to determine ;—’tis probable 
they will, as the exe is mounted on the equeftrian ftatue of 
Peter the Great, which is compofed of hard metal, and the other 
has neftled his name in the enormous encyclopedie, which will 


naturally roll down, by its immenfe weight, to future ages, 
AM & 
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Art. 11. Brief Confiderations on the Expediency of a Plan for a 
Corps of Light Troops, to be employed on Detached Service in the 
Eatt Indies. By James Kirkpatrick, Efg; Lieutenant Colonel in 
the Eatt India Company’s Service. 8vo. 18. Debret, &c. 178% 


HIS propofal was firft publifhed about 12 years ago, withoat 

the Author’s name; and was mentioned in the 41ft volume of 

our Review, p. 395, Colonel Kirkpatick informs us, in the Adver- 
tifement prefixed to the prefent-edition, * that it would ftill have re- 
mained in the oblivion to which it has long fince been configned, if 
certain recent events on the Coat of Coromandel, which in fome 
meafure feem to have been predicted in it, had not made its republi- 
cation as appofite to the prefent, as its firft appearance was to the paft, 
period,’—Indeed, the ingenious Author (who, we find, underftands 
the ufe of the pen as well as the fword) feems to have written almof 
prephetically in the year 1769; as events have fince happened, in the 
Eattern world, which ftrongly evince the expediency of his plan, by 
way of preventing fuch mifchiefs as have been done in the Carnatic, 
by the depredations of Heider Ally Kawn*: and which, according to 
our 


ee 





* It appears, that our difcerning Author was well aware, even {0 
long ago as the year 1769, of the true charatter of elise. Ally 
awn, 
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our Author's reafoning, could not, fo eafily at leaft, have taken place, 
had fuch a corps of obfervation, and celerity of movement, been efta- 
hlifhed, as we here find recommended.——I: is not, however, yet 
too late to adopt fo promifing a {cheme.—So, indeed, it feems to us ¢ 
but, on a fubje& like this, matters may appear in very different lights 
toa Reviewer, in his garret, and a Nabob, in his palace in Leaden- 
hall-ftreet. 
PoETICAL 

Art. 12. The Triumph of Dulnefs, a Poem: occafioned by a 

Jate Grace pafied in the Univerfity of Cambridge. 4to. 158 

Almon. 1781. 

The Author of this poem is pleafed to inveigh with much feverity, 
and in no defpicable metre, againft a Grace * lately paffed in the 
Univerfity of Cambridge. It had been a cuftom in that feminary of 
learning for the Bachelors and junior Maiters of Arts, who had dif- 
tinguithed themfelves by their fuperiority in mathematical refearches, 
to have Undergraduates in the capacity of private pupils +. From 
this practice, in the opinion of thofe refpectable gentlemen who pro- 
pofed the reform, many inconveniences arofe. One was—that the 
expences of the Univerfity, already fufficiently tncreafed by the pre- 
vailing luxuries of the age, were thus unreafonably augmented ; and, 
confequently, thofe young men, whole finances would aot allow them 
the aflitance of private tutors, muft enter the lifts at no {mall difad- 
vantage. Another was—that, at the time of taking their degrees, 
many of the private tutors being among the number of examiners, 
an indeceps contelt, which «en Jed the way to confufion and par- 
tiality, perpetually arofe, fzom a defire of preferring their refpective 
pupils. And it was further objected~that, by contining the firft ho- 





Kawn, and the danger, to the interefts of the Company, from his 
extentive views, and enterprifing difpofition. The Colonel thus 
{peaks of this hero of she Eaft:—* Heider Ally Kawn feems to have 
refolved that pofterity thould draw no parallel between him and any 
of his native coremporaries; and the di‘tance at which he has thrown 
all of his day proves, that the refolution has not been hitherto 
formed in vain. He poffeffes conftitutional bravery in common with 
many of his complexion ; but courage, the quality of the foul which 
di'inguifhes the general from the grenadier, has raifed him far above 
the common level of indians. Cool judgment, acquired by long and 
mature experience, has fixed due bounds to his great military ardour; 
and, though a refpect for the Englifh name and arms may have 
aitherto contributed to check his natural impetuofity, yet he has 
never fuffered his activity to be reftrained by the reins of an ill-timed 
Caution’—&c, &c. 

* Whatever is propofed for the confideration of the members of 
the fenate, in order that by their approbation it may pafs inio a Rae 
tute, is denominated a Grace. 

t Thefe inttructors were familiarly ftiled Feeders, a metaphor bore 
rowed from the cock-pit, and not injudicioufly; it being generally 
thought, that what their pupils were on thefe occafions crammed with, 
Was feldom of much ufe after the day of competition was over. 





noare 










































A 








g14 MontTury Cararocue, Poetical. 


nours of the fenate to thofe who moft excelled in the abftrufe parts of 
mathematics, the folid and more ufeful branches of natural philofo. 
phy were too frequently neglected. This grace, therefore, was pafled 
to prevent thofe who, either direétly or indirectly, had the affiftance 
of private tutors for the two years preceding their degree, from re- 
ceiving thofe honours which they would be otherwife entitled to, 
‘They who maintain the contrary part of the argument, affert, that 
when the paths of learning are made eafy by private tuition, even the 
difident and the idle may be liimulated to exert themfelves in pur- 
fnit of academical fame, who would too frequently be difcouraged 
by the diiliculiies they muft otherwife encounter, Whether the 
learned promoters or oppofers of this Grace were in the right, is not 
in our province to determine, 

As a {pecimen of this writer’s verfifying talents, which we before 
obferved are by no means defpicable, we fhall prefent our Readers 
with the following*reply to Dulnefs, which is put into the mouth of a 
Tutor of a College; premifing, at the fame time, that the Tutor and 
Dulnefs are, we believe, no where connected but in this poem; the 
charatter, if we guefs rightly, being intended for one who is little 
jntitled to it—a gentleman of well-known ingeauity and learning; 


** I fly, great Queen, I fly 
At thy command, to conquer or to die: 
Oft have I ftri€tly fworn (and thou haft heard 
The folemn found, and ratify’d the word) 
Should Senfe or Science e’er affault thy throne, 
I’d fhake my Gorgon wig, and ftare them into ftone 3 
Since thou and Arnold bade St, John’s * be mine, 
(Let parents judge) I’ve ferv’d no caufe but thine, 
Sooner fhall M——d t+ quit a T——t’s throne, 
Preferring England’s intereft to his own; 
Sooner fhall Watfon, from his courtier wings, 
Shea balmy flatt’ry in the ears of Kings; 
Sooner fhall Marg’ret’s herd forfake their mud, 
And feek the lavings of the cryftal flood ; 
Sooner black, bearifh, H » with brow ferene, 
Shall gently fmile, than I defert my Queen. 
Marthall’d, whene’er I call, thy Johnian fons 
Shall form a phalanx firm as Macedons; 
Fix’d as the bafis of the marble rock, 
Shall {tem whole tides of wit, and brave the furious fhock, 
Nor think on us thy only hope depends, aa 
Far diftant raofs conceal as zealous friends. 
Blow loud the trump, immortal war proclaim 
’Gainft brilliant wit, and fcientific fame; 
Dunce fhould’ring dunce fhall rife in deep array, 
_ And ftrew with Folly’s choiceft flow’rs thy way, 





—_ > 





_* Mr. C——— fucceeded the fub-preceptor and tutorfhip of Ste 
John’s, quienes 
t+ M—--—d, Fellow of K—'s College, M——r for the Univert- 
fity, anc $ 
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But far above the reft, with large fupplies 
Triumphant Queen’s thal! greet thy wond’ring eyes, 
Queen’s, where enthron’d the great Goliah * rules, 
The fenate’s terror, bugbear of the {chool; : 
This is the champion fare, by Fate decreed, 
Jn gloomy ranks thy martial troops to lead : 
Himfelf an hoft, thy empire’s beit defence, 
Arm’d with the mail of harden’d impudence. 
Be mine the tafk to win him to oar caufe: 
Tho’ fierce his foul, and unreftrain’d by laws, 
As tygers favage, rude as troubled {eas, 
Pow’r f{carce can tame him, pleafure fcarce can pleafe, 
Be thine, my much-lov’d Miftrefs, round his head 
Damp thick’ning fogs, and murky milts ta fpread ; 
uench in his breaft each {park of genius’ fire, 
Till Senfe and Science with a hifs expire.” 
Well pleas’d, the Goddefs rais'd her leaden eyes, 
And yawning loud, approv’d his fage advice ; 
The yawn divine o’er all the hallow’d' ground 
In magic circles flowly crept around, 
Low fleepy murmurs fill’d the dark abode, 
And elm-trees nodded, and confefs’d the God ; 
Thro’ Marg’ret’s courts the potent opiates fly, 
And ev’ry Johnian yawns by fympathy. Bevil , 
Art. 13. Poems for the Vaje at Bath Eafton, &c. &e. De- 
dicated, with profound Refpect, to Mrs. Gel! of Hopton in Derby- 
fhire. By a Derbythire Highlander. 4to. zs. 6d. Rivington. 

1781. 

Thefe pieces are ufhered into the world by a Prefatory Epiftle from 
the Author to his Publifher, in which he modefily difclaims any title 
to the character of a poet. It is, indeed, evident that he has not 
been much exercifed in compofition. There is, neverthelefs, a vein 
of grotefque humour running through many of his performances, not 
ill-adapted to the embellifhment of a ludicrous fubjeé. 

‘ Spleen is the eldeft daughter of the Gout ; 

To him Hyfterics this ftrange bantling bore, 
And Dropfy wet-nurfe was in days of yore ; 
Gripes were dry-nurfes, Chilblains matrons were, 
And Itch and Scurvy fed the little dear: 

To call papa, pale Night-mare taught him foon; 
To fay mamma, Cramp brib’d him with a boon: 
Care of its {peaking moon-ftruck Phrenfy took, 
And Hypochondria taught the child its book. 

Of its religion Megrims had the care, 

And the blue Devils took the moral fhare: 
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* This name was given to the reverend tutor ina {currilous pam- 
ee which was treated with merited contempt by every one; but 
° agreeable are feveral traits in this gentleman’s charaéter to fome in 


Pe of old, that the Univerfity has ever fince dignified him with 
Ustitle, © | 
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Each tutor blam’d the etiquette of Trance, 
So good Saint Vitus taught the buy to dance, f 
In mufic, Ague learnt him how to fhake, 
And Tooth-ach taught him refts and beats to make; 
Him torpid Head-ach taught his moods and tenfe, 
And Spafms learnt him attitudes to fence. 
Thus well accomplith’d, now he goes at large, fi 
And all his tutors ftraight give up their charge; p! 
Now wide o’er worlds, like Milton's De’1l he flew, ac 
And like Pandora plagues mankind anew. Wi 
if to the Lawyer in the night he fteal 
The harpy dreams of Grenville’s acts repeal: Wl 
When after meals the Parfon takes his nod, hi 
Spleen then prefents the De’il and Doctor Deeds th 
If crofs the valiant Captain’s nofe »plcen crees, co 
He fwears, and takes the Congrefs in his flecp; hi. 
Starting ! he finds he never croiled the main, th, 
So damns his body, and then flecp: azain. (w 
In flumbers next he frights che Jew of pelf, fin 
Theo Shylock dreams that Charles has thot himfelf; fin 
"Sheu farts and fumes, thea dreams and farts again, co! 
And damns Annuitants, the motley train. _ 
Next, in light vifion sound the Poet’s head pin 
‘Fie floats, and whifpers, ‘* Sir, your lines were read ; hit 
Tmpartiai Miller tells me they were damn‘d, chi 
Nor worfe within the Vafe were ever cramm’d.” wa 
Next in view hollows, thro’ the night, Spleen goes, ob 
And then dream !’cxhunters of f-ofts and {nows: abc 
Next night he perches on a modern bed, clot 
And fings, Cuckoo, Cuckoo, thy wife is fled ; tha 
Laft night fhe loit more cafh than fhe could pay, -” 
To-night fhe makes it up—another way. : wit 
Then honeft Benedict, thy beft refource in 
Is, get up ftraight, and fue for a divorce: , 
Hie to the Commons—Fafhion paves the road, Hi 
The great world bids Adul:ery be mode. the 
Now fee Spleen perch’d behind a Doétor’s wig, of 
Calling out, Dogtor! Dogtor! you're a Prig ! -— 
Your trade’s a farce, each day’s experience fhews’— C ate, tha 
Art. 14. Poems by the Rev. Mr. Logan, one of the Minifers 7 
of Leith, 8vo. 2s. 6d. Cadeil 1781. on! 
This colle&tion principally confifts of Odes, Tales, and Hymns. it w 
Though there may now and then be met with, inthem,a preity thoucat, 1 
not inelegantly expreffed, the general ¢hara‘ter cf thefe pieces is, that ope 
they feldom rife above med‘ocrity, And yet, even this lenity of Ch: 
cenfure exteads not to the Hymns—lJoft in the profundity of Stern- hat! 
holdian bathos, they do not fo much as afpire io the lender praife tii 
that mediocrity might confer upon them, g? "s 
: Wer 
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RELIGIOUS. 
Art. 15. 4 faithful Narrative of God’s gracious Dealings with 

Hie. Now firtt carefully feleéted; Englifhed from the High- 

Dutch. By Francis Okely, formerly of St. John’s College, Cam- 

bridge. 8v0o. Is. 6 d. Lackington, 17381. 

The writings of this extraordinary myftic received fome diflin&tion 
fom the patronage of Montanus, the great Hebrician, and Chrilto- 
pher Pantin, the learned Printer of Leyden. Both were the friends, 
admirers, and, in fome degree, the afiftants of Hiel; and the latter 
was the original editor of hrs works. 

The ecclefiattical hilorians have, in general, been filent about this 
writer. Mofheim doth not fo much as mention his name. Lampe in 
his Syzopfis barely mentions it in the Catalogue of the Exthufiafts of 
the roth century. But Godfrey Arnold, who was tinctured with a 
congenial fpirit, hath given a pretty ample account of this fanatic, ia 
his eccleliattical and heretical hiftory. From this writer we learn, 
that © the perfon charafterifed under the denomination of Hiez 
(which is a Hebrew-compound, and fignifies Te dife of God) was a 
fimple, illiterate man, and ofa handicraft trade.” His education, we 
find, was as contracted as his natural underftanding; for by his own 
confeflion, in a poftfcript to one of his belt treatifes, it appears, that 
*he could only fpeak his own mother-tongue, and write a little at @ 
pinch.’ This man would never difclofe to the world his real name or 
fituation: nor would he fuffer it to be difcovered by thofe who were 
charged with the publication of his works. However, it was after- 
wards found out, that the fictitious name of Aizel was aflumed by an 
obfcure perfon, called Henry Fanfon, who lived in the Netherlands 
about the year 1550; and had heen engaged tn fome occupation in the 
dotbing bufinefs. Speaking of himfelf tn one of his Letters, he fays, 
that ‘ he was advanced in years; that he had no certain dwelling, or 
conftant place of refidence, being fometimes here and fometimes there 
with a friend: that in the view of the world he was loft, but found 
in the fight of God.’ 

‘ Bat asto his having chofen to be known under the Hebrew name of 
Hiel, importing as much as God’s life, the Tranflator, in the Preface to 
the rit part of his Letters, gives the following account and explanation 
of it: “It fignifies the author’s life of the Divine Nature. re-awak- 
ened from death ; pretty much as Paul teftifieth concerning himfelf, 
that he darft not fpeak a word further than what Chrift {poke in 
hin."—That of confequence thefe writings, having nct been the pro- 
cud of reafon, could hardly, if at all, be underitood, unlefs by fuck 
only as the Spirit of God hath taught, and who have felt the truth of 
it within their ownfel ves,” 

Thus are we alfo informed, that © Bencdi@us Arius Montanus hath 
Openly teflified of this author, ** that he was a witnefs of the living 
Chriftian truth, whom the very virtue and truth of Chrift himfelf 
hath enftamped with the name of Hiel.” [Chriftiane veritatis viventis 
Wits, cut momen ipfa Chriftt virtus et veritas Hiel indidit.] 

‘With refpect to the writings themfelves, a good part of them 
Were already printed and publifbed in the Netherlands about the year 
15to, and farther down. But efpecially ** The Treafure hid in the 
field,” with fome others, had even gone through three editions, both 
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in the Low-Dutch andthe French tongues, and that too from Plag. 
tin’s celebrated prefs, at Leyden, in octavo and quarto. From which 
circumflance (fays Mr. Okely) it is evident and undeniable, that 
about thofe times thefe writings muit be fold off in large numbers, 
and been in great requeft. The ‘* Bible Figures” were alfo printed 
in the year 1587, in Low. Dutch, like the reft. From that time for. 
ward there feems. to have been a ftagnation of their run in general, 
until a hundred years afterwards; when, in 1687, they were almoft 
all of them re-publifhed at Amflerdam, in German, in oCtavo, which 
were followed afterwards, in 1690, and at the very fame place by the 
gd: Part of his Letters.’ al 

The Tranflator hath given us a Catalogue of the writings of Hiel, 
with fome general account of their fubjects. We will prefent the 
Reader with an account of two of Eiel’s treatifes, as a flriking {peci- 
amen of all the ref. 

© Bible Quefions, ora concife and plain Representation of the memo- 
rable Hiftories and Occurrences of the Old and New Teflament, together 
avith foort,, profound, and efintial Explications of them fubjoined. By 
the Means of which Man is, in the moft fimple Manner, led away 
from the external Images without, and into the Subftance and Effence 
itfelf, in his own Soul within, It is withal evidently fhewn him, that 
he ought not to remain flicking faft in fuch Figures, Images, and Lets 
ters, without proceeding any further; but rather to make right ufe 
of them tothe End God intended by them; and confequently, by their 
Means, to pafs over into a Participation of that Effence or Subftance 
they are Emblems of unto the Renovation of his Soul.’ 

The other treatife is called *‘ T/4e Chorus or Band of Dancers: with 
whom the vain heatheniih Luits, do, in Confederacy with their god- 
Jefs, wild, diffolute Thoughts and Intents, both in Wildnefs, and 
under a Semblance of Sanétity, affociate themfelves, from all the 
Ends and Quarters of the Earth, jointing Hand in Hand; dancing, 
Capering, and jigging it away—till they drop into Heil!’ 

Mr. Okely, the ingenious and learned Editor of this work, is 
deeply verfed in the German myittics, and adapts his language to 
their fentiments and mode of writing. He is confcious that ‘ it is 
remote from the natural man’s underiianding; and not fo grateful to 
an Englith ear as fome plainer writers may be. But (fays he) a little 
time and patience ({uch as we do not begrudge philotophical authors) 
will foon qualify this, and amply reward him who fhall have refolu- 
tion enough to exercife it. I think I may venture to fay, that no 
fpiritual author whatfoever has written any thing, but the quintef- 
fence of i¢ will be found in the moft experimental reality in Hel.’ 

it is in vain to argue with Mr. Okely on this fubjeét. We cannot 
meet on the fame ground; for, as he {corns rea/on, we rejet fang, 
and till we agree in the means, we fha!l ever mifs the end, We verily 
give him the moit ample credit for his Ancerity; we have already, 10 
our account of his tranilation of the Life of Jacob Behmen,. born this 
teltimony to the integrity of his principles; and though we differ to- 
tally from him with refpegt to our judgment of authors, yet we could 
not reftrain this tribuze to his uprightnefs, without a violation of our 
own convictions. Wie 
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We have been favoured with a Letter from; Mr. Okely ;,.and.as.it 
will tend to give the Reader a very clear idea of his objec in his va- 
rious publications of the writings of the Myftics, we will tranfcribe 
a part of it.—* As I really believe that the dé/pifed thing, commonly 
called Myfticifm, is the juft medium, between Infidelity on the one 
hand, and Superftition, with her two.daughters, Bigotry and; Enthu- 
faim, on the other, I therefore, for that reafon, and purely for that 
reafon only, attached myfelf to it; efteeming it the. greateft happinefs, 
1o make it my capital ftudy to plead its caufe, and promote its. moit 
invaluable interefts, with all the influence of my poor, feeble tongue 
and pen.’ 

Though Mr. Okely fpeaks thus modeftly of his own abilities, we 
are of opinion, that My/icifm was never honoured with a more wor- 
thy, or a more learned, defender. We are only concerned, that the 
object of his defence fhould be fo unworthy, both of his time and his 


talents. B- 


Art. 16. 4 Difplay of God’s Wonders done upon the Perfon, and 
appearing in the Life and divine Experiences, of John Engelbrecht of 
Brunfwic: being an Epiftle in Verfe, compofed upon his Name’s 
Day, June 24, 1638. Tranflated from the. original.German. by 
Francis Okely, formerly of St. John’s College, Cambridge. vo. 
1d. Lackington. 1781. 

Our efteem for the Tranflator will not permit us to tranfcribe one 
paflage from this Epiftle; for there is not a fingle verfe that will do 


him credit, either as a poet, or as a divine. 7) 
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I, 4 Difcourfe on the late Faft. By Phileleatherus N orfolcienfis* 4t0. 
18s. Dodfley. 1781. 

This is dy far the moft mafterly difcourfe that hath. been publithed 
on the occafion. ‘ The Author profeffes himfelf to be a ferious, and, 
as he hopes, an unprejudiced clergyman of the Church of England. 
He conceals his name, becaufe he is not impelled by any motives of 
vanity to venture on publication; and he has publifhed, becaufe the 
fentiments which he maintains, feem to coincide with the mott ufe- 
ful purpofes which the late faft could be intended ta promote. ‘Thoie 
fentiments, indeed, are not likely to attraét popularity, by flavifh adu- 
laion, or. feditious invective: they flatter the prejudices of no party, 
and are honeftly intended to reform fach immoralities.as may juitly. be 
imputed to all.’ 

A vein of deep philofophic reafoning and, political fpeculation runs 
through this difcourfe, and renders it more calculated for the, clofet 
than the pulpit; more fit to be read by the judicious, than to, be 
heard by a common affembly. Neverthelefs, in many parts of it, tHe 
Author rifes into declamation:—that fpecies of declamation which, 
while it roufes the imagination, doth not offend the judgment; but, 
fupported by good fenfe, and animated by elegant and vigorous jan- 
guage, equally affects the heart and convinces the underftandinz. 

The chicf defign of this difcourfe is, to correé&t falfe and delufive 
Opinions refpecting the nature and inient of Divine judgments, to 


prove 
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judge of every thing refpecting his learned labours. 


320 CoRRESPONDENCE. 
prove that government is the medium through which the Deity éon. 
veys punifhment to a wicked, and rewards to a righteous people: tha 
the mifconduct of governors derives its origin frequently, and its effi- 
cacy always, from the general depravity of the governed: that flavery 
is feldom eftablifhed among thofe who deferve freedom ; and never 
efcaped by thofe who have abufed it: that between the misfortunes 
and demerits of a people there fubfifts a moft intimate connedion, 
yea, ultimately, an exact proportion; that their dittreffes arife from 
repentance long delayed, and their ruin from impenitence abfolutely 
incorrigible. 

The whole is refolved into the unerring wifdom of Divine Proy}- 
dence, which hath conftituted an indiffoluble union between vice and 
mifery. 

We carnefily recommend this noble difcourfe to the perufal of our 
Readers. Its fpirit is liberal and manly ; and its defign fuch as be- 


wok 


WI, A devout Obfervance of the Chriftian Sabhath recommended, 
Preached before the Univerfity of Oxford, and publithed by the 
Reque& of the Vice-Chancellor and Heads of Houfes. By 
S. Glafle, D.D. F.R.S, and Chaplain in Ordinary to his Ma- 
jetty. 8vo. 6d. Rivington, 1781. 

Ul. The Sinner’s Account fairly flated: Preached at the Parith 
Church of Hanwell, in the County of Middlefex, May 6th, 
1781. By S.Glafle, D.D. &c. &vo. 6d. Rivington, 1781, 
Plain and practical. ge 


— 





bem 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


P. R.’s Letter is acknowledged. This Correfpondent withes that 
we would recommend to Dr. Prieftley, ‘ the renewal of his former 
defign, of giving an Hiftory of all the Branches of Experimental Phi- 
lofophy.’—Hints of this kind, we apprehend, would be deemed fo- 
reign from the plan of our Review.—Dr. Prieftley is, himfelf, the beft 
A genius and 
induftry like his, want{ no prompting, from any quarter. & 





*,* The Account of Mr. Gro/s’s Publication has been unavoidably 
delayed, through the tedious indifpofition of the Gentleman to whom 
the confideration of that book, with feveral others, was referred.— 


The articles here alluded to, will not, we hope, be much longer pro- 
tracted. 


4t+ The Effay on Death, by James Kenton; of which we have had 
repeated advice, by letters from a namelefs Correfpondent, is at laft 
procured ; and fome account of it will be given in our next Review. 


&> Mr. Robert’s Letter concerning the Rot ix Sheep will alfo ap- 
pear in Our next. 
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